Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



4 

t 



I 









I . 



f( -? "' 'J r r 



PAKNY FITZ-YORK, 



IIM^jSSS of 9l 



»MtUl(' 



IN THREE VOLUfifES. 



BY 



ANN RYLEY. 



VOL. I. 



«" V 



LONDON: 

PSIMTJU) JK)R SHBRWOOP, KB9LT; AKB JOKBS, 

PATBRNOSTSB-ROW. 



■ ,t 



•■ It 



4 < >- 



i * 



\ 

rl 









-orfioo f 



DEDICATION. 



I- '-' li . / i i . * . J i 



*? ^. 



"i^ iifii«!J;j&t/cjKti:r, Manchester. 

!i »' .-My jy&jkR Mapam, 

|]I 0;*./ ' •'' ''I ONCE intendea to print 

*iA ft* ' ' * 

r^ 'tMs ^i^st^ production of my leisure hours 
^ '^tvfffaouf a Diedication ; vt^hen an obliging 
r* rldtter from ydu changed iny resolution, 
-lend, at the same time, convinced me, that 
I could not fi^ upon a more eligible pa- 
troness for Fanny Fitz-York than 
^yotirself; because, ill a variety of respects, 
-you beatr a strong resemblance ta the mo- 
ther of my heroine. 

Left a widow, in the prime of liffe, you 
rdFulted ' many laidvantageous offers, and 
nobly rejeqted every change that could, 
however renyaWy, intierfere with the wel- 
fare of your infant family. 

That such maternal solicitude has beeu 

rewarded beyond your own hopes, or the 

most sanguine wishes of your friends, must 

be obvious to all who are acquainted with 
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Vi D£DICATION# 

your children. ^ With^ij^pl^ external come- 
liness, they possess i luore than commoa 
share of those advantages derived froni 
education. To these, if,I,^dd,a^|^iq(liies8 
of disposition, the most soothing, — ajgaOH 
lieness of manners, ^^be, lopst^QOfipiUm^ng, 
I'—and a sufivity. thatjgri;(^eS|additional grace 
to every, pther fib^n^^TT-yQpr.fffifpds .:^^||1 
amply cr^it tjie ^ifisfrtipR,. ^hjit , yjoijr 
'' children never caused ,a mpfpent^Syip)}!- 
easiness, — if we e:^cq;>t1hejQaJ(ural ^2Q^y 
of a parent,— rsince t|^^, pqij||d;4|s(ing):44^ 
right from wrong*" ^ k*--- 

Long-yer, To.g „.j-J^c«*i we , * 
ornament society,. ai^ji.^fr(sndpr. ^q^r^^qiji^er 
days as abundantly Jiappy, as ry^Murfpi^^ 
ones have been sppqls-^in^y, i^efiil^ 

I have the bonourMto |^n)^V»s' witjb .tJ^ 
liveliest esteem, 

My de^r Mads^y. 

Your truly g!:st«ful> 
and ob%ed ineii4s 

Cottage of Contort, Park-gaie, 
%emkrl, 1817. 
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J||>iiD!^qfnv,^(]Aplbor, )Pati«ra£l^!e]ipfotsia 

tAfUj^ftfo^fyttfilQr imting. Bui Iddckib I 
T|^i8Pti9e«!ilb&fi|«QefiiiHty>fQr eilKer. T d gfare 
1^ Hw^lSlbr ^Muliilb jftiisay: cireiM08tiEid««8, 

j^filftfBfif^ iwle»iftMfe^ cQ^cioii^df 
ing into the world. >fccimQthii]^ mojnilljr 
w^Bg. ; ^ffUv^ S§ not m; case. It may be 
dull and iDsipid, — though I have taken 
some pains that it shojald . Jb€ wifS^r; it 
may lack wit and want character, — and 
this, too, I have dooe my best to obviate; 
bat) I would rather any or all o# tbese 
blemiiiies were imputed to me^ &an hear 
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Till PREFACE. 

myself accused of shocking the nicest 
delicacy by a hint or an inuendo, that 
could raise a blush in the cheek of 
modesty. 

Had I been IfoiAuASle^eiiough to reside 
in the neighbourhood of a mouldering 
dilapidated priofyWcaslle, I might, as I 
explored its ruins, have picked up a de- 
icayed: mii(nuMrtpt;i «rtfl ^*iacot^fea/^%fte^ 
Audfth jabo^iiuf ftnkt losd^itim^i ^'i^t^rdst- 
jii^ and beautiful story^ ii ^ut, ;a!S^ s^icib 
Itdventures > have: n^TOT biiett 'iny ^nflablfe 
loti, 1 wa& obligcfd to; trust entirely to feri<Jy 
Aiid']nvientfon;>ttnd; H^ ^y vStkdet^ f^^ 
<)4I^ half !«ihi$; plki&BE« ib '^eatditi^;. that l 
HaLye done* in iwriting^ thei « Ibllo^iiig sheets, 
^^ will reGeitfe>nni6re^ than'^a* emspk^' 
tiim for thieir tixmbleJ ^ " • - 
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CH^P. I. 

VILI^AOE MSlirOlRS. 

I 

THB Reverend HeiiTy Cavendish was 
the youngest son of a <:dllateial branch of 
the noble family whose nasae he bore; 
Misfortunes^ neither incnrted by extrava- 
gance nor imprudence/ had redticed his 
father to a state of comparative poverty; 
and a mind/ independent, and, perhaps, 
too lofty for his circumstancesy prevented 
any appeal to his noble and opulent rela^ 
tiona; thus, at the age of fif|;y, we find 
him situated in the county of Devon, on 
a sms#farm, withawiie, three sons, and 
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2 FANKY FITZ-TOEK. 

ttro daughters. George, the eldest, had 
served his time to a lawyer, and was set* 
tied in Exeter. Francis, the second, was 
established at Rockhai^ipton, his native 
village, as a siirgeon and apotUscary, und 
the clergyman above named had a curacy 
at Tremome. Rosette and Julia, the one 
sixteen, the other fourteen, lived with 
their father, and dutifully attended the 
sick bed of a mQther,^ incapable, from fre- 
quent attacks ^f paralysis, of leaving her 
chamber. * 

George and Francis were both bache* 
lors ; ftttt^ at the peribd my history cbm- 
joaerioeB, Henry bad been married three 
years to! the daughter of 4ti respectable 
farmer; who^ tOf a ismart handsome pe)r- ., 
son, add^ ;the more substantial ^charm. of 
five thousand- pounds, but died ei^teen 
xnonlhsuflier their union in giving birth to 
twins, a b(^ and a girl; since then his 
family ecoaomy was carefully ^sii(periate^d- 
ed by a mMden sister of his deceoaed 
wife. '.' •' 

Miss Susanna Simpkin was on thcM^rong 



side of forty^ ■, aod . to a ^U >i99(gi^ l^B^r 
added a ^i^pP^Ui^a : freH^ul and . p^visb* 
CpntradictioQ ii^s tb^ mipremi: pteamiceof 
ber. lif<^ aiud it; noquisedr; all oitf jworthy 
pafttor's/g^9d< 3^099 jaqd»0iiairity qf diiifio^ 
sition t€^ tmnage a^lowper mevper; svcti^ 
but tioiTf mnd^fed init{i(de» ^y freqiient 
dU^ppQintmi^ete vtk tbe osaftrtmottlal Ibtb. 
1$ will i^X ^be wppoflcd tbat dbe lived to 
these yeftr% mibafojrtone: t«mai to that of 
htt deee^afdi sidtei:, «witte>^t . laany and 
ejyigible pffers ;- butri Mi9^ SmipHiQ^iiir ber 
yputb badi beea a . mv^ t^ai^i imd, fvwi 
s\%imxiXQ^m\%x^ .^kty,. dselin^,0f. rA&k; 
^^iip<i^> aiMl e^tablbbmeats. The honest 
farmei- a«d ^oantryi gcptitfww were Jeojl^- 
e4 lUpoo^witb .di»daiBj>*»d aSi»o one .with 
«ttpej|:iorij>re|^sic^&>^aa»i9.w}tbiii tlieiOFbit 
of;. her AttrM^oni^ ^^;f9be Wilheijedon the 
yirpn. l|)oi0^'\ lill dia^^^ txpeetaidkm 
gave. as aoeibity to Jbcfntemp^^ . which 
from tha& period ^ept : mnnk Ihe country 
squire and gentleman farmeiiijtardistaacef 
. Hafvi^g. exposed IbeiidifttK^ i>£ 

-Miss!ibsanna^Si0ipkiii, we ahall ^de4V!our 

B 2 



-fj- 



4 I-ANNY fet^l-VOBK; 

to ptIlUtc her defecfts by c&tidicHy avowing 
her qualificattonsv These consiiit«id in the 
ntost careful ofianagenieiit of her brother- 
in-law's house, where' ail the arratigementi 
were neat and ekact, almost to a fault ; and 
her punctilious attention to the twins, -for 
both of* whom tht answered at their bap* 
tism. That her family name, a name 
held in great wneriation, might not be lost 
to posterity, she insisted on the boy behi^ 
called George Simpkin; and the girl Geoi^ 
giana Stmptcin. The houisehold establish- 
ment consiited of a maid servant, a girl tb 
look after *the children, and a sturdy De- 
vonshire lad» whose occupations in -the 
family were various V inasmuch as hie filled 
the offices of <iow-keepcr, gfotom, gardener, 
and brewer; performed All t^ menial em- 
ployments abouf the house, and, when 
company Were tecieived at the parsonage, 
Luke had the honour to stand bebhid bis 
masters chain aUdto hand the tea to Miss 

Simpkin's visitorB* 
The naT80ttag«4iouse, a neatjii white, 

rural hAitation, was situated at oa^xtre- 
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ipity of the. village of Tremorne, and only 
separated fropv th«5 church-yard by a gra- 
ydr vaUc, liprdered with a well cut hedge ; 
yeiy co,qveiiij5iit Miu %mpkin declared for 
Ibkaoh^ug fioe lioeq. In front of the 
bouae, which l^re a southern aspect, a 
gently sloping lawn reached the borders of 
Sr murmuring brook, whose graceful roean<- 
dcTs gave incMscnbablie beauty to one of 
^he most romantic valleys in this chfirmJng 
county. At the other extremity of the 
village lived Mr. Gaskell, a man of for* 
l^une.and a magistrate, with his wife, an 
Ignwanti pro|id^ stately dame, two jdangh*- 
ters^ between eighteen aujd twenty^ and a 
nide lU-taug^l son, just turned of sixteen. 
The Qther inhabitants were, in general, 
sm^ll farmers of sU^keepers, with tlie 
^i:ception of Mr. Gossip^ the apothecary, 
whose wife, a pains-taking, ind^strioiis, 
sensible woman, Ayas.a complete pharmaT 
qopisty and never se^t out a medicine but 
pf her own preparing. 

On a rising g^ound^ about half & mile 
3i^estt^f jthe parsonage, stood an edifice, 
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grand, ponderous, and glqoniy.-. ^Although 
in perfect tepair every partf of tBekowter of 
TrenK>rnewaift closed tip, e:kcept tife s6ulh 
wing, where the viiee of* hilarity neVer 
reverberated, owing td^a*ckeunj$tein^6 as 
tiielaiicholy a« un<Sxpecfed; 
' Mr. Fitz-Ytorfc married Lady Ann Gros- 
Venor under the fairest auspices ; • arid for 
several yeats, ddring which period ' they 
had six children, though only one daughter 
survived^ no couple could he found whose 
happiness surpassed theii^s. The* summer 
months were itfvariably- devoted to the 
rotilantite hfeaiitici^d#lVdnoi*e] ari(f^ ^eil 
m tbwii, th*?r ' society ' Was rather sefect 
than humeroti^. DfeathfiWdfepfiveaXa*!); 
^Mrfri'of both her pa^trti; atid^ in the Eiri 
orMi^ford,^^ie^brotBeH ^e looked' in^vafn 
fora congemat ifrifnrfi'^Riteftial lovc^ fn 
hi* brtast, 'sirtik*befijrd simbition and the 
pa^ahtry of couttS;' to' giin the topmost 
stcj) of ^ the tiiiHit^i^' ladder ' was ' th6 
ultimatum of his wishes, arid no sacrifice 
was thotiglit too great t& attalm it. Not 
$p, Frederick, her younger brothei? He 
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was every thiDg: the fondest heart: could 
desire ; braye, generous, humane^ beautifiit 
in pecson, elegant in manners; : attached 
to Lady Ann and her offspring with a love 
exclumvely their own, and, perhaps, more 
fervent, because every avenue to the heart 
of Lord MUford was closed by pursuits in 
which he. could take na share« His .other 
sister; Lady Mountcastle^ bad beeh. long 
Estranged from the family by a foreiga^re- 
sidence : aiid was besides too nearly allied 
to. he^ elder brother, both io./ dh^ipsition 
andihabits,. to concilia the^«s»fifection of 
Msoh. hearia /a» glowed in iht: <botetns of 
FrrdfefiQ^c audi Ladyi Anq. ' Uiidge .tfaaa 
what were tiie fedingi of the ktter> when 
Ha inanimate bodies of her idolized hat- 
band and brother i arrived . i^m Brightoii> 
where they finished i ^their eaily icareer in 
the'boasom of thedeep, dn^a^arty ctf :[^ea<» 

siire, surrQundedby friends. iwhpdtiing to 
them in death, and ishared the^safve fate! 

Ofathoa areleutless, ithpUiperQ^iotis.dier 
men t ! , Caioi^ smiling,. > and .i serene, '. ih^ 
looks invite confidence, and we. trust 
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8 FANNY FITZ-TORK. 

them; but anon^ loud, fiirious, and dis- 
turbed^ thou ragest with a violence . no 
earthly power can resist; the stoutest 
Ueartsi smk before thine anger, and a^e 
finally orerwhelmed and buried in thy 
dark abyss ! 

We forbear to paint the grief of Lady 
Ann ; it may be felt, but cannot be de-^ 
scribed, '' What both," she bitterly ex- 
claimed, ** both my treasures at one blosvl 
Oh, gracious heaven ! enable me to sustiun 
this bitter affliction for the sake of .my 
£itherless child ; support me, in this hoof 
of. tua^ ksC I arraign the wisdom .o£ thy! 
decrees^ and impiously doubt diy justice^i 
.;. As being her only near relative, Lady 
Ann sent to request Lord Milford wollid 
attend the opening of Mn IttznYoirk's 
iriH, and likewise aid her with his cottoiiri 
and advices but this selfish and unben#qjg! 
peer, though he granted her request iq the 
first instance, declined to give an opinidi^ 
Teq[>€cting her future views got intentions, 
for fear, as he said, it.sheulil creep into; a 
precedent, and sanction applicatipns li« 



JS4NN7 FlTZ-YOItK. § 

€ 

was by 130 meanfli at leisure to.cbmpiy 
witin **For," contii^ued he, "we of: his 
majesty's most bondurable privy coufiiyii 
ba^e no time to waste upon trifles: .the 
^ffiiirs of the nation, at this critioal perio4» 
are pf the most momentous impoitami^ 
and cannot give way to extraneous niat- 
ter; besides, it would subject me to a re* 
sponsibtKty inimical to and not a^imila* 
ting with my present pursuits.** 

lady Ann sighed as she contemplated 
the ftpatjbiy of this unfeeling brother, 
whose countenance exhibited the faithfiil 
title page of a mind which never elicited 
one spark of benevolence or feeling, but 
what originated in the most narroi^ and 
selfisb policy. 

The late Mr. Fit> York's man of bustneis 
now appeared with the will, accompanied 
hf Mr. Strictland, a gentleman of exten- 
sive dealings in the city, who was appoint- 
ed joint executor with Lord Milford and 
)ii% deceased brother Frederick* On 
breaking the first sesil, the following sen- 
lence appeared in the hand^writing. of the 

b3 
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ftMtatur: '^ Tb« last wilt itnd testament of 
IVadh^s Fifz-York, to be opened m tbe 
pfMMtice of the exeeuto^, Lady Ann Filz- 
YMq, my MifWe, acid my solicitor, Mr. 
Afthet, mifi vetAesi at the period of Wf 
tmht my beloved daoghtier should have 
iBftniied, or attained the age of twenty-one 
yelirft. This ia intended not only to keep 
sny" said daughter, but the world, in igfio- 
xance of the large property she inherits by 
Hkf death. In the first place, that said 
iMlress may ftel her relative as ^ell as 
JO^I dependence ; and, secondly, ^attbiii 
Urntt ^he fuvours with her hand n^y ntit 
;hare the temptation wealth naturally indtf- 
%btB. To the fbriune*hunter, five hundred 
a year, her reputed income^ will be no al^ 
Idfement, nor in my beloved child cause of 
^ul tation. I have always been of 6|>irfo'ri,' 
that a state of mediocrity is the most dfe^ 
i^irable, and if {"ranees, with five hundrisrf ^ 
year, cannot ie happy and rriahe^ hapjj^',' 
sh6 deserves irot tht five thousand whleH 
tny rckl estates produce.** ' * 

" A nifestMiculdosptedmbUrt^&a^^ 
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his LoTdship, ^* wkh such a clause^ be had 
*hetter hare named only tradesmen for ktt 
executors, for it will be Hnpomble to kir 
troduce Mks Fitz-York ittto my cir<d(r> 
with so limited an income^ nnkss I wotdd 
subject both the youiig lady ilnd mysiBllf 
to mortification. '^ 

* ^^ Your Lordship/* replied Lady ^14% 
vithdignity^) ^^shalt never be subject ty 
mortification on ftjRss Fi tar-York's ^cociiittti 
«Ifher own merit cannot raise friends^ iiid^ 
pendent of the fleeting adrantages of^ Cm^ 
tune/ we will end our days at the tower ef 
Tremorne, surrounded by the unsophiUi^ 
csted soQs ' and daughters of kiddStty ; 
there ahe will be valued for herself aloM; 
there liflie will raise no blush ok the cheek 
of her titled relations.- 

*^ You are warm Lady Ann/' said las 
ZiOfdship; <' and aftef 9^, I speak rath^ 
the sentiments of the ^6M than my owttt 
Miss Frta-Yodc, with a fbrtuoe of five 
thousand a year, would hsiVe been courted 
and foUowed; «ven though l»t personal 
and mental e&dowme&ts hWiAnsu 4>f the 
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Mmmonegt kincl; but Miss Fit2-York, 
with the beauty of an angel, the wisdom of 
PallaSy and only five :httndred a year, will 
be admired for a day or two perhaps, but 
without interest, or any hopes of a serious 
attachment Your sister. Lady Mount* 
castle, for instance, I know had it in con*- 
templatioq.to bring about a match bctweea 
her: eldest son, Lord Moseley^ and your 
daughter Frances; such an union would 
iiQt have been beyond Aer hopes, or be- 
iM[ftth n>y nephew's dignity, as the case 
i;paUy stands ; but, if this ridiculous will be 
<l9rried into effect^ you lose all chance of 
tb^ honour intended .her from -that q^uax- 

*^ Nor shall I regfet i^ my Lord; Miss 
Fit2*York, with a still mpre limited income, 
jnight confeTy, but could receipe no^honour 
from Lord Mpseln^'s allianqeu Descendjed 
01 i)oth' sides from a long line of noble aji^ 
oestors, a peer, of yes^rdi^ /^inksj in^t^ 
comparison; and I am^^tonished to hear 
yQur.Lor^ship a4yof^fip wc^ a patffsc. 
But this M sorely ;tio.j^.%^^ 4is-' 
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putes^ and we ought to beg pardon of 
tliese getitlemeQ for ktrudiog thus upon 
their time and patience.'* 
. '^ I bave^ indeed^ committed myself, by 
coadescending to speak in this manner be- 
fore persons who cannot have tlie smallest 
interest in the subject,'' replied the Earl, 
looking disdainfully on the merchant. " I 
beg your pardon, my Lord/ said Mr. 
Strictland, ^' but where tbe welfare, or the 
dignity of my ward is concerned, I cer- 
tainly feel an intereit^ and shall derogate 
from the character of an honest man if I 
do i^ot esert lU Of this your Lordship 
may rest assured. Miss Ftti^-York shaU> 
never have cause to negret her father's con* 
ifidence in the integrity of a London mer* 
chant. I fancy/ my Iiord, Mr. Archer 
may read the will/' 
^ • /' He rnay," replied tfa^^per. 

^fter the usual pream|p the Solicitor 
continued. *^ Item, I give and bequeath 
to my faithful and beloved wife, the sum 
of t^n thousand pounds, Ainded property* 
fot b^r jfolf^, and separate use, o¥ier and 
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above, and not interfering \vith her marri- 
age settlement: Item, I give and bequeath 
to my three executor's, namely, the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Milford, the Ho- 
nourable Frederick Grosvenor, and ^hn 
Strictland, Esquire, the sum of one thou- 
sand pounds each, as a mark of respect, 
and a trifling liemunerationfbrtlfcir trotrble 
in settling my affair^. All the rest, rtsi- 
due, and remainder, of my fortune, whe- 
ther lands of inheritance, or personal pro- 
perty, after paying my just and kiwftiV 
debt$, I give dhd bequeath to my dearly 
beloved daughter, Frances Rtai-York, to 
*be vested in her, when she arrives' at the 
^ge of twenty- one years, or oh the day <Sf 
marriage, if sucfe eotitraet be performerd 
v^ith the fbll cfon^eftt and approbation of 
her mother, the aforesaid Lady Ann Fitz- 
York/' "Nfitoig remains,* ^ added the 
iiiin or law, ** but the signatures of the 
testator and witnestfes;^* 

** tady Ann," said the Earl, •' I fancy it 
tidll be necessa;ry f0t your daughter to 
choose another guatdian, in cbase'quepce 
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df Frederick's death ; more eiipecialFy as I 
cannot act, for reaisdtis which I have suflS- 
cieritly explained ; and with this advice I 
take my leave.'' 

'^Stop, my Lord/' said the Sdlicitor, ^I 
have another will to read.** 

** Of Whose ?^ 

** The Hotiourahle Frederick Gh)svenofs> 
my Lord.* 

*** Indeed !! that is more tfhan I calcu- 
lated upon. Well, Sir, you niay proceed !'* 

Mr. Strictfahd delayed this second read* 
in^ hf thus addressing Lady Ann, " Wheii* 
ever youi^ Ladyship wants assistance or 
advice, you may command both from J6hn 
Sttrctland, to the extent of his abilities; 
but, ks there can be no necessity for my 
prieisence, at the reading of Mr* Grosve-^ 
Bor^s will, I respectfully take my leave.** 
He then withdrew,, and Mr. Archer pre- 
ceded. •^ Wheii a man ftr Vrithig his last 
testament, it behoves him to lay aside re- 
sentment, but at the same time to* keep 
rtfibse in tiiiiid, who, fcyafifefction atad the 
gcn^ courtesies €t iff6i fiSVfe sMr6etened 
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the bitter cup and rendered the draught less 
pauseous. Having both these objects in 
vie«r, I sincerely forgive all the brotherly 
unkindness of Lord Milfor^ and Lady 
Mountcastle, and beg their acceptance 
of each a ring of the value of one htendred 
pounds. To Francis Fitz-York, Esq. and 
Lady Ann hi^ wife, I -bequeath fifteen 
thousand ^unds> now in the hands of Mr. 
Coutt's, ray banker, in trust for their chil- 
dren^ to be equally divided amongst them, 
male and female. I likewise bequejith one 
thousaiKl pounds stock, purchased in his 
name, to my natural son, Frederick Leigh, 
now ten years of age, and resident with 
his mother^ Hannah Leigh, in some part 
of Yorkshire; the interest to be remitted 
half-yearly to his said mother, for the boy'3 
education.'' 

•* This is all, py Lord," added Mr. Ar- 
cl«r. <■ except ,lil..ml.r.„ce..ndn.o«™i.^ 
to his servants." 

,** Iijisolent boy !" exclaimed the Ear), 
^ No doubt his JCentish estate would have 
taken the aame direction^ )iad it not been 
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entailed. Lady Ann, you seed not tronjbk 
yourself about the paltry rings ; I shaH not 
condescend to accept one, neither, i should 
suppose^, will Lady Moutitcastle. '' His 
Lordship now took leave, attended by the 
man of business ; and, the day foUowingi 
I^ady Ann, with her daughter, now ten 
years of ^ge, retired to the tower of Trcr 
morne, with a fixed determination to se* 
dude hersplf from the public eye, and in 
solitude bewail the loss of two beings, 
dearer, — far dearer^ than her own exist* 
ence. 

Grief rarely proves fatal, or surely thi^ 
charming woman had been its prey. 

For several we^k^ she shot herself up in 
the most gloomy apartment of the Tower, 
seldom indulging her maternal feelings with 
the innocent prattle of her lovely daughter, 
because it brought a joy to her heart, 
>vhich feelings the most acute construed 
into treason against the memory of her 
adored husband and brother j whom she 
almost enyied as inhabitants of ** another, 
and a better world/' At this melancholy 
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j>e'ri6dleftdrsliand visits of coirddlencc 
poured 'in^ftom various qixaifteris. • To ktiow 
iLady 'Ani^ and Mr. Fitz-York was to ad- 
inire and ^esteem them; buttMeir fdends 
*^ere A select few, who feelingly deplored 
her LfedysMp'ii loss, and with relUctancfp 
ySSldeil'*o bet plani of tetirement ;; To re- 
monstrate they fband would-be ini vain, 
ahd, trusting to* time for a rd voUition in her 
fi^ritimehts, tliey left her id the quiet and 
litidistiirbed re^se she declared essential to 
lier peace. 

The Reverend Mr. Cavendish vainly en- 
deavouterf to' gaiti access to thfe presence of 
the inteileStifeg ' ino'urtieh^^ iyithough she 
respected* his 'person aiid revered his cha- 
racter, h^i mliid'was in lio humour to re- 
ccive consblatton from society, and all the 
bcyoii he'totrld obtain, was permission to 
takeher child;— her blooming Fanny, to the 
paf^buag^ for a few days, at the end of 
which period she hoped her feelings would 
be equal to his admission. With this pro- 
mise, he took the young lady " nothing 
loth,** to his haWlntion/ She seemed de- 
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%hted wfth the twins, M^as 4nJdefaiiga3>le 
irithenutsery, and gained by her livelif 
jiess an approving smile, eveh fF^^ttv aiimt 
Susy:, whose vinegar 'aspect rarely rela*ed 
in that way, and perhaps condescended to 
do:so/iiow, more from respect to'therfthlc 
and consequence of thdir' young vJditbr, 
than any real admiration of her plajrfulness. 
This seems the mdst probable, becaiise, 
when Fanny ventured an opinion dnthd 
names of hep nephew and niece, she bote 
to hear Simpkin ealled a vulgar appella^ 
tba^ withoirt; betmying her usual irttscitt^ 
Ktjfv although^ frotn tile geiietality of^ lier 
ac^uaitttancci!, it^AV^ouM have beett defifted 

litt)e'«hort of high treason. 

When Fa*ny had been eight days resi- 

debt at the Pai-sonage, Lady Ann Acs- 
patched a iSKvte requesting that Mi'. Caiten- 
dish woulA accompany his young cha**ge 
to the Tower, as she wished to consult Kim 
on i inatter which nearly Concerned her 
daughter^ future welfere, ^ 

Our good curate Itist no time in obeying 
the Summons, and exprewcd his pleasure 
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at finding her Ladyship renloved to a moro^ 
ple%$ant apartment, and able to converse 
with serenity,, if .not cheerfulness. After 
fi Bfiels^DchoIy recital on the part of Lady i 
Ann, and much condolence from the Cu- 
rate, she entered on the subject for which 
she ha4 required his presence. 

"You know, my good and worthy 
friendi you have long known my opinion 
<^ a public education. Hitherto, myself 
and her never-to-be-forgotten parent, have 
had the sole formation of my child's mindf 
a^d, h^d heaven been pleased to spare him, 
I tn)3t> for many years to come^ she would 
haye required no other instructor. But 
now circumstanpes are so miserably chail* 
ged| that, for a time at least, I find myself 
inaidequate to the task of tuition, and wish 
to hear your opinion upon the subject, be- 
fore I profnulgate my own." 

''* My dear Madam/' replied the Curate; 
^' since you wish to have Miss Fitz-York 
educated under your own inspection, I 
think th^re is but one road to pursue; ^nd 
that U, to engage a $.tf ady, sensible, well^ 
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educated, tniddfe^aged female^ ' who, with 
talwts adequate to the task, might not 
only be a treasure to your child, but a de* 
sirable companion for yourself." 

** Myself I put entirely out of the ques- 
tion," said her Ladyship, ** otherwise, I 
agree- with you, that a niidd!e*aged per- 
son would be the most advisable ; or, if my 
dear Fanny had any sisters, I might stillac- 
cede to your opinion ; but, as the case now 
stands, I think a female about the age cf 
^xteen, well educatod, of good family, and 
sound principles, could not only superintend 
licr education^ under my controul, but be 
bcr compfanion and play-feUovi' in hours of 
relaxation. Without such associ&te, con- 
fined to the company of two comparatively 
old women, the chHdish simplicfty of youth 
would degenerate into formality^ antf,'bf^ 
fore she doubled ijief present ;ag4,'iieV sen- 
teliees would ^4>e as pteeise as^her fl^son. 
Tbiai I do not wtih^ a<^' youth is the faap< 
jiiest season of lift^ I ^utd rbther eiicda- 
rage than check' it ; and) U < tftis^ now* soli- 
tary mansion will be my on^ l^sidehce^ at 
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least; for somQ; yq^rs, J wpuld ,pfia|ke it aa 
attractive to the*yputh of n^y cibtld aTipos^ 
sible. You ar«^w» i^y^ dear Sir, mastev 
of my senticaerxts, aad; co^ld perhaps le- 
con^nend a young.person competent; to tlie 
situation required." 

" Ypur.Lady3hip cannot dou^t n^y wisb«ii 
Qu t^is subject; but I fear my powei^ irill 
not keep pace with tbeoo^ Thei^e ar^ea^ 
many requisites necessary. to 3U. a situation 
of this kind,, particularly when the yauih 
pf the; party is taken into consideration, 
jiibat.wie must l^ok in yain for such ar^ra 
iripi^ in tjiis ?ouxitryt" 

r ^\ TpbiBu i|iy , ppi^tiwg l^s heei» a) mere 

daub. J thoftg^it , X wa^ tracing the , h»9L^ 
xai^si^ of a £e]^4pa. n^r. a^d'ideir to ytmt 
CUM you p«rQisii^iv9::lik$aeds, of. .Rosette 

Cavcpdish'fpnportirictvr:^?": . . ^ 

'^ ]b Jt jpp8si^}9 your Ladyship i can so €ik 
in^n^i tOi i h»xy^t w ? Tis Hteue// Rosette 
h^ )^4» ^ g/fo^ ' fhv^ ^edtMAtioi^ hu tiBurely 
^<HP!if:4^Wg(>WQI|ISi >t oepbssary ri]2>;.^e: gor 
vcfii^W;»ftiJHi#ft ISltosXQrk;^; muatc,: 
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V May all 'l>e btid for ; taoney f . Nay, 
QpQB ilhf{ whp)^, I am glad yoiir: sc^er has 
tb#f« .acfaa]|>Ii$hiilentd tot |eacfa,:[ itrimll 
<»^e^ft ^lliuJatLon ia: Fanner toliave a^part^ 
ner inh^r sl»utlies,. and as Ikbow itteipos^ 
se3$es every. i!6qui$ite I reqidre, tliesoosiep 
she il$ insulM in h^v o&ce: the^ more 
oliiiged I/$hall be, d , If 16 wcf e.not for youf 
mothei:"^ ' sake, I ;ihould > be. (ilfeaied tof Te^ 
ceive Jiilia as welKas Ilosette, but* that at 
present I k^w, is^ impossible^ and it woaM 
be selfish t0 .ileike lit*'' 

Tb^>goqd KDiurate i\aw took leave, highly 
gratified -^ by .l^dyMna's; wbhes, and im^^ 
patient to place his sister in a sitUatioa 
where she would wtoxAy gjVe inatruction, 
but receive it,-r}it:a«sitwli4i}i n^t mote 

eligible thajahf^noOMt^Q* j: -;.:/: . - 

Lady Ann's mm»\ at Tremoime bad bceo 
followed fby a ^i^trfiloiQ'Mrai G^skdl^d 
her two daugjbters^ but^^stthey w«r6tu):fa^ 
vourites at tb9 TQW4r^9lth9Ughi9)JfiWtt6d:iA 
days of g^iHgt ^^^pf^mw^ tbw Of&rs of 
cpndpleHce wefe; civilly' ^^clined^ nfid the 
ladi<B3,, filled with rstgi^ and ^s^pohxtmenti 
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returned to .Ga«keli-House, threatemug 
never to repeat the visit, unless preceded 
by aitapalogjr for her Ladyship's ex tire me 
rudeness. But tlieir vexation was incf esised 
ten-fold, when Fanny's temporary resi- 
dence at the Parsonage, foUbwed by her 
mother^B familiar communication with the 
Curate, were made public* " Aye, aye," 
exclaimed Miss - Gaskell, spitefully, '' 'tis 
easy to see which way the wind poimts. 
The widow's grief will soon be hushed in 
the arms of a second husband. She can 
redetve a ma/e visdlor, though we were de* 
niekl. Oh ! I blush at such tile indeco^ 
rufd/' 

. *' It certainly \ieas vastly indelicate,** re* 
jilied Miss Grace. - '^ If Lady Ann wanted 
advice. Mamma was surely a more propel 
person to apply < to than Mr. Cavendish ; 
but, if she' has fixed upon ourhandisome 
Curate to supply the loss of Mr. Fitz-York, 
i'tbitik I know enough of his taste, to saty 
the v^ill meet with a disappointment." 
>^*' Tber^is lib ddu!it;of that,*^ said her sis- 
t*fr,*^ Mntatfi'^dish might j>ick and cbpdsc 
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amongst the young ladies of the county^ 
end surely he'll never take up with a 
widow.'' , 

In such kind of discourse these two un- 
amiable spmsters uttered their ^ spleen 
against the elegant and still beautiful 
Lady Ann; who, in the solitude of : her 
own Tlk^tt^ suspected not that she ^had 
given offence, or was a subject of animail- 
version to the gossiping females of Gaskell- 
House, whose rancour knew no bounds 
when Rosette Cavendish was added to the 
family establishment 

'* If Lady Ann wanted a. companion^" 
observed the mother, *' surely one of the 
Miss Gaskell's woald have been more eligi^ 
bie than a farmer's daughter ; but {be. m^ 
ter is retained to cloak the visits of tibe 
brother." 

Meanwhile, Rosette was received, at Trc- 
rnorne, as the, companion of both mother 
and daughter; and masters were engaged 
fro pi Exeter to supply those accomplish** 
nients necessary in the education of a young 
heiress. The rudipients of French and 

VOL. I. c * 



drtsriiig bad been inrtilleA into her ductile 
mind! by a^pareot dedervedty loved -and re- 
gretted ; and she had made some progress 
ia music, uDd^rI<adyAtiii's guidance j who 
Tei^ justly thought a smattering of science 
ra^r disgratefi^l • than otherwise, and 
that whkrti \ras dbn^ at all should be 
done tif€lL Witb this view, early rising 
was'pacticolaily insisted upon, as a meana 
both o(> mental and' corporeal improvement i 
andithe lessons ' imbibed w^ith avidity the 
preceding* da^i thedawn of next mdrning 
beheld Fanny and her governess renewing 
with ini^astrious^ eagerness^ The season 
was yetii eatlyi spring, which prevented 
mttoheseercis^'out of doors, but a large 
t00m'' devoted to their various studies, 
wlibre^ thfer last half' hour before breakfast 
was particularly set apart for dancing, 
gave exercisfi^ aniflfiation^ and grace ; and 
diey-met Lady Ann^ aib' her nine o'clock 
repast,^ glou^ing' witb heakh> and a con* 

sdoiMmess of daty* 
Mr. Cavendi^, at Lady Ann's request^ 

made frequent calls, and was highly pleased 
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to find lier Ladyship 'not merely satbfi^d 
with Roseftte!s capability^ . bat fulty sensible 
of her worth:; anduhat she was; treated 
vsith a consida'atioii honourable tof bdth 
parties. This atxnable'jrdung wdmanV to a 
neat, though rather small person, added a 
face of great intel%ehce. It was fnot whdt 
the multitude ii^DuldicaH handsome; it was 
much moie^ it was the index of a niind 
beaming with benevoleiiee and candour; it 
was a cbuiitena^ce froiih whence the piiysi^ 
onbmist mfigfat cdlect a list of active Vir^ 
tues^ which, when more matured, would rank 
th^ir po^sesM^ .amon^ the supetior oi^er 

; of 4)dn^; Fanny was delisted with: her 
govemess/f cdmpaiilon^ anif pktyf^eUow t 
in' thd fonn^ capacity vbM instrhctions 

' wevc 'received with alacrity; bedausis' ^ihe 
w<^ MshAVM' neves admitted^ into tb^ 
vbcaibfiiliry ;-^their ireadings were |)ierformf 
ed^fit the ^presence of Lady Anh^ and !cO&* 
sifted ol*! tfa^se aiitiibiswhereinstf action 

; was -conveyed in thc!«i^i»ng fori^ 

^ taasetneht^ ' Evtn tlbei^nour8 ol|'^y Dfj|re 

C-2 ■•■••<■ 
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abstracted in some degree from the puerile 
sports of pfaildbobd; for, instead of dressing 
dolls, they dressed the" children of the 
neighbouring cottagers ; and, in lieu of 
devoting her pocket-money to toys, and 
sweets that cloy the stomach, and destroy 
the appetite/ Fanny found a more sensible 
gratification in relieving the hungry and 
half-starved mendicant, and never did she 
bound over the skipping-rope , with half 
the elasticity, of bandy the shuttlecock 
with surer aim, than after an action of be- 
nevolence. 

, « A week seldom elapsed without paying a 
visit at the Parsonage, and, as Fanny never 
^went empty handed, Miss Simpkin's fea- 
tures always relaxed at her approach ; the 
infants crowed and chuckled, and called 
her aunt; for, as that was one of the first 
words they had learnt, they : indiscrimi-^ 
nately applied it to herself aud governess* 
The appellation .was highly, gratifying to 
Fanny, beca,use it destroyed the idea of 
extreme ^puth ; and an unmarried female 
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of six-and- thirty has not a more ardent 
wish to be thought young than a child of 
ten has to be a woman. 

It happened, at this period, that Mr. 
Frank, or, as he was generally called at 
Rockhampton, Doctor Cavendish, was at 
the Parsonage, on a flying visit to his bro- 
ther. This worthy son of Esculapius was 
a stranger to Fanny, and by no means pre- 
possessing in appearance to a juvmile mind. 
His figure was tall and spare, — his face pale 
and cadaverous, but replete with sensibi* 
lity ; and the traits of good sense, which 
were a distinguishing feature of the family, 
lost none of their value in the present pos- 
sessor. After ih%k usual compliments had 
passed, and the babies had been dismissed, 
the Doctor, as we shall call him, for bre- 
vity, thus addressed our heroine : — 
: " Miss Fitz-York, I hope your Lady- 
mother keeps a tight rein over Rose, she is 
a good girl, but a terrible encroacher ; and 
if you give her ever so small a portion of 
ypur esteem, she will never rest till she ob- 
tains the whole," 
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'1 Why, Doctor,'* ,said MUs Simpkip, 
•<you fancy you; are speaking, to liody Ann- 
When you talk to SL^hUdf address her flfJ a 
dbild) ifyob wbh to be understQod, or, ex- 
pect an answer*" 

*- I beg your^ pardon. Miss Simpkin;'' 
replied Fanny, ^' but li think ilfin^er^/Mk/ 
the gootd Doctor, and ^will endeavour ;to 
BKSwer him. il^iss Cavendish, Sir^. pK)St 
sesses the %ifkole esteem* of 0|ir ifapiily^ Msod 
deserves the love, of every good ami amia- 
ble character.'* . . 
M* v^fi Well said,'>by,Gile»,'*iBakli theDp^tpr^ 
exiiltirlgl]^, »" What tljinfc yoji of <iAfl5^ Miss 
Sasamaa) firn^pkin ? When y^u ' Vktere a ehiU, 
you thougUt as a ^hild, but this young 
lady, ifaaving had a supeiior iedu^ation^ 
speaks and^ acts like a tational uixseatuce; 
and as €very person might 49peak and. act 
possessing equal advantages. > What think 
you ' Parson ?" 

^^ I think, that, generally speakingi you 
are ri^t, Brother. ^^With such it preceptor 
as Mr. Fitz-York, and sucJh a monitor as 
Lady Ann, the intellectual ^faculties must 
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rank benlsath medioctrity, if thfty do not 
reap advantages equal to tlioee possessied 
by Miss Fitz-York- 

Tiie tear, which stood ia (Faainy^s e^, 
At; the mention of her^fatber, mow arehed 
upon her cheek, and she threw (her ai'mft 
round ; Rosette. After ,a ipanse of feeHog, 
the Curate thus resumed — 

'M beg your pardoai my des^ijpovtng 
friend, for inconsiderately bringm^^yoi^r 
remembrance ^ name ^ justly dear, biit — "" 

".Sf?0r np more, ( brotber4n4aAr,'^ inter* 
t^stedJiii\iASwf^m, ^^ 4oii!t?youiafe.lu»ir 
jfin diiMxess the.ppett^i pqppteiT (Gome ^inth 
xne to the st^fe-ropm, my ^^eafyjand i£}l 
give you some pr^^rved aliertics.'* 

" Thao^jyi^u, M^'dm," saidFilqny, "but 
Lady Ann -jaever mtkt^ tikt to rJake a 
bribe." 

'' A, bribe 1" repeated Aunt Su^. 

^^ The poppetf Mjidam, will endeaviottrtio 
ac^ as. she oughit without one. . I am some- 
times r^ffwarded for .id)Qiiig ^ jny claiity^ ?but 
Bewr briiidto^ it*" 

^* Bravo, my little Minerva !" voc^tEted 
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the Doctor. ** And pray, young lady, 
what do your rewards consist of ? Not 
preserved cherries, I'll be bound," 

. ** Sometimes a snlile, or a kiss,'* repKed 
Fanny ; *' sometimes a frock for poor little 
Lucy, the cottager's daughter; and if I 
am very very good, I am suffered to read 
a chapter in the Bible." 

** Indeed ! And which do you prefer, 
my rose-bud ?" 

" I am very fond of reading, as Miss 
Cavendish knows ; and, as the Bible is 
never introduced, but on partieuhr occa^ 
sions, I think I prefer thait, except when 
little Lucy is very ragged, and Wants a cap 
or a frock to keep her warm." 

'* Now, Parson," <8aid his brother, ** what 
«ay you to this mode of education ? The 
Bible, you hear, is almost a prohibited 
book; this will never be sanctioned by ^ 
gentlemen of your cloth." 

" O my conscience ! 'tis little better than- 
heatheni^, and ought not to be suffered 
in a Christian country,'' observed Miss 
Simpkin« 
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^* Not only suffered, but applauded;" 
replied the .Curate. :**. Lady Ann in this,: 
as in every thing else, acts with wisdom 
and a view to her daughter's future hap* 
piness* How. is it, that the Bible in most 
houses is a neglected book, never opened 
except on the Sabbath-day,, and then read, 
not with an eye to pleasure or improve* 
ment, but as a task irksomely performed 
and joyfully finished ; how is this, I say, 
but because children are so teazed with the 
word of God in their youth, that it never 
occurs to their memory . without an . ac« 
companying act of despotism;T~perhap8 
flaggelatiQD,-^and is therefore rather a sub- 
^ct of disgust than of love and veneration, 
!Bttt, in the case of Miss. Fitz-York, read* 
ing the Bible is a treat,r-^ remtard for well- 
doing,—- and will always be resorted to with 
pleasure, and, at years of discretion, re- 
peated with proportionate avidity, and 
profit/* 

; , "I dare say you. are right, ParsQB,*' 
said the Doctor. ^^ Whep I was at school^ 
I receiyed sa many beatingSi. before I 
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cauld-g|ct «through-)the tenth chapter of 
Nabemiah jdeceatly, that .nov, ithtf .very 
sight of it is as bad,asitartarr£sm^tic. :But, 
egad, J. am talking »of religioo, when 1 
ought ^toJ>e minding iphy sic : your neigh- 
bour, the justicfe, had an attack of iudl- 
gestion, and.seqtto*Rofikhan)ptoa faring 
thougli.why or Wikerfifore Iknomnot, when 
Cttlei Gossip (Was so near; at hand, unless £t 
"ji^ to £urry favour fwith.you, ORarson.'^ 

:**Me, Brother!'' 

<'Aye» Ti3treportQd ali.o^r the cuDim- 
tty that you >are io\hnxe one of )tbeiMij»s 
C^steU'sr. •:. ■••• :u. .. 

' ^^ Indeed ! ^ i replied aunt 'Susiy. ff il^ (E 
hope my- brother^in>4a(Kr Jcnour^ ihis duty 
better; George Simpkin and ^Georgiana 
Sitnpkin shall never rbe subjcctto tlie b^* 
troul of a &tep*naotHery poor little x)earsi! 
and you ought to be'ashanied> Doctor) to 
put suoh nonsense kito tiheir father's head, f 

*^ Matrimony may appear nonsen^>tp 
you and me, ^iss>Sinip^n/' said the' Doc- 
tor, ^'^ because we could -n^v^i^'p^huade 
any boify to jnterthcipale with us ; but^ as 
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the ParsoQ was so happy in his first at- 
temp^ I think it the greatest compliment 
he can pay your sister, to try again." 

At this moment, Lady Ann's servant ar- 
rived, to attend the governess and her 
pupil home ; and thp^ eqded a dialogue^ 
pleasant to none of the pvty,^ except the 
I3i9^0r, sdxo «ddt)in9 Q^m^ to. Ts^wocivs 
witho4^t^ WfBXch at thip y4r)gvi^itfjrj and 
A pocket filled with toys and cakes for the 
4childf#pf 
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CHAP. II. 
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AN XPPEARAKCE at CHURCH) — A SCHOOI. 
' FOR 8CANDAL,*^AND A COMBAT. ' 

I>URiNG the four subsequent years nd^ 
thing material occurred at the village of 
Tremorne, except young Gas^keirs return 
in regimentals. The rude ili«fashioned 
school-boy of sixteen was changed into 
the affected^ vain, frothy cojtcomb of 
twenty ; and, finding he possjsssed neither 
learning, talents, nor industry, Mr. Gaskell 
bought him a commission in the army, as 
the only profession where his ignorance 
and folly would be the least glaringly ob-* 
served. To give the greatest possible pub- 
licity to his first appearance in the gaudy 
^ costume of a soldier required some deli- 
beration. There was no assembly held in 
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the village where this all-conquering dress 
might be shewn to advantage. *' To be 
sure/' said Mrs. Gaskell, ** we can give an 
entertainment upon the occasion, and in- 
' vite all our neighbour? and acquaintance." 

'^ But that won^t include the proud in- 
habitants of the Tower,** replied Miss Gas- 
kclL " And I would rather shew myself 
before them/' rejoined the weak young 
man, with a vacant smile, "than all the 
reat of, the county put together/' 

". I have it,*; said Miss Grace, exultingly^ 
^^ yjou can no where be so. generally seen 
and admired as at Church; there every 
kody willbe assembled, rich and poor; and^ 
as we shall contrive to go when the service 
19 half over, there will be fineistariog and 
astonishment/'- ' /j . 

** Grace, when I come from the wars 
you shall be remembeiied in the plunder 
obtained from those French rascals; and, 
if this church business should lay the fotiUr 
dation for my marriage, with Miss Fifefe- 
York, .you sh^ll have the li^l^^me^t gauff 
and tippeti thai money ca9^lPi|^43e, Swi: 
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hew.a^ joatters going on betwoen you /and 
the IWson?. I expected to haire called :|;um 
bijotber by this tinve." 

.^^ Oh { name him not/' repliad Oraee, 
*^ he is iD.y ftversion;'' and 4>his sentiment 
was eseooaded by her ^uter iwkh a con- 
^amptuQiis loss of the ^ad. 

To aceouat for this* ^enung x)liange 4)£ 
^^pfisuon, we infoTm ocir veadars Ihait ^tiitf 
Miss Gaakeils in vain' spread their snaces 
to'entrap our worthy ouf ate. Utf wasjiot 
to ^ caught by the wiles of folly: and 
aisct^tioa, nor induced to 4)ar4«r 'bis lii^eiiQ^ 
£(>r ihe^ geld Mr. 'GaskeU very Ubevalty 
pffiarqd in exchange. He had obtt^oed 
iMAe ivaliiable prkse Ja tke .aiatiimonia} lott- 
teiy,«4Mid* thought iit neither pisadent nor 
proper to risk a second chance. 

"At 4iie tov^r of Tveinome ^ipearances 
Hirers greatiy altered • Lady Alin'4 grief 
bad giv:en place to tender melaiicholy; and 
perhaps i-endeped her an object more Jovely 
and interesting than at any forsner period 
of her life. This pleasing atate €if i^g* 
siation was succeeded by cheerfuhiois^ and 



dhefofi^ard^delHhe ^schemes of lier yowng 
companion for the promotioiv of itiDocdnt 
amuBem$Dt\¥ith an ardour unfelteveuio^her 
juvetiile hoitrs, and only to te accounted 4for 
from tte absolute difFereacc of hpr own edu^ 
cation ami'(*bat <dhe determined to^ >bei?tow 
upon ber tchild. Bpontght up under the^ye 
itf^ •parent, in tfH the^tite of soleixin^ and 
nnbtttdvttg 'granAkixry the wild saNias and 
playful amusements of youth were eensi* 
^StteA ias« iderogatory to the dignity of lier 
bitth; ahd Lddy Ann, niatiy year« youtiger 
l^n het^siH^fj wAs, cit the kge of fourtli^j 
Als^fbntta*'^ pifece bf it)ftgni#eefice as tSfe 
home G^Miiff^rd could 'desif^i Fiaii^fl^f 
w^s now arrived at th*t agt, but ho# idiip. 
fetenti wkh an thfe polite ac^ompUMk^ 
ments ^befittitt^ hisr youth and Ma«ion,<n^ 
Wa« playlW- Ss'a youiig kittepET, antFcle*- 
gitit in ail her' motions* Active .dSi %he 
mountain kid^ and swifta6fa i^iitdeerjis^ 
Couiid iiiO'jcOmptetitor in the^ ra^ce,- -except 
#4!fliat€avenid4M), ^ofnadoia^#hofi'vi^-at 
%he Tower aftef^ ^fttfe lOf het miiMljer, 
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aad was ^s lively, as animaledj and as play* 
fuU as Fanny herself." - 

Mr. Strictland having been appointed 
executor also to Mr. Grosveuor's will, on 
the unliappy demise of Mr. Fitz-York, 
now arrived at Tremorne, where he had 
before been a frequent visitor, and was re- 

» 

ceived with that urbanity and kindness 
wjijch distinguished the fascinating owti^ 
of the Tower. :' ? 

^ Lady Ann, since her retreat^ had never 
been ^favoured with the slightest, notice 
from her own ^family* Lady Mpuntc^stle 
was still at the court of Petersburgh with 
her husband: Lord Moseley> t)>eir son^ 
was making the grand tour; *^ and,'' con- 
tinued Mr. Strictland,;/'your brother, ttie 
Earl, has strengthened hi& court, influeoc?, 
by marryi^ng Lord C :" :* s daughter, and 
is likely to b^conie a maiii> $pnog ii^ th« 
ministerial . Q^achinfy'' 

** This is news indeed i" replied Lady 
Ann, *^ I thpiight bis Lordship's mind was 
too much .fJtccupAcd to Heave proQPi for soft 
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«. 

impr^sstooSf or, as I have l)eard him call 
it^ * the vulgar passion of love.' " 

** Vulgar!" echoed the worthy mer- 
chant. ' 

" Yes ; as a sensation which the lower 
classes are capable of in common with their 
superiors/' replied Lady Ann, smiling. 

" Does his Lordship- confine any of the 
passions, good or bad, to one class oi the 
community?*' inquired Mr. Strictland. \ 
: " Yes ;* he says, all the bad passions are 
inherent ^in the vulgar and ignorant ; and 
•those of a more lofty cast, such as courage,- 
ambition, fortitude, resignation, and, I 
tbinkj he includes pride, are sensations 
truly felt only by the lofty and the learned. 
Love lie calls a kind of neutral passirni,' 
which belongs to neither exclusively, and 
ought therefore to be discouraged by be- 
ings of a superior degree and information. 

" If your Ladyship knew Miss C— 
said Fanny's guardian, \^ you would allow, 
that, though married, his Lordship still ro- 
tkins his rank in the court of consistency; 
for» to speak of love to such an object 
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irouHl^e high treason againtrV^auaaadi^ 

graces, to whom she bears Qpr^tiuoretreiSein- 

fajSmce 4^an a donkey to a /high rm^ttled 

racer/' 

. f' >Do lyou mean . to say, guardkuiy that 

dMikeys are ugly or sluggbh?'' asked 

Faniiy« 

" Both, my love." 

'^ I wish you had se^n iBiOflette and I 
gallop roiind thepavk this morniug, before 
hfe2ikf^t, y9u would have.sai4 f>urs wisie 
1^^ oqly beautifiAl hut fl«i^t AprofKxs ! 
iqoth^r, we r met Harry iTudipr, madainery 
handspme compliment heirpiaid us.'' 

'* lUs ! don't speak in the plural Fanny," 
s^Lklift^qsette, ^Vifoctlhe.^mpliinent was all 
y9ji^Awn.r 

*[ I sm sofvry ffjit that, because JMn 
S^fpo^laud must ;think me 4i:Viery, vain girl 
to imei»;tiaD .it^; ; and I would dlmpst ais sc^on 
bcJJiQUghl; a h4iM a SWiwf gifl." 

.*^'Y<jiu,a?e,<liiB b^$t of all i^ood gisls/ 
rffilffd her giufkr^Un^ ^' But, pcay.irfao. is 
^[i^^ Tudor ?*<1 1^0 jBot ^collect iluBiname 

** He has been a pupil of our worthy 
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curatefs abtfut aix months/' ;rej>}ie(] Lady 
Ami; f'i» senBihle aud good hutncmred, 
9ad generally superintends the equestrian 
Cficerdses of my young folks; but I don't 
know whether he is not> making Fanny Tar 
ther too Amazonian ; foi* she has alreatdy 
received lessons in the military ^cercise 
and tbe^aipt 6f defence." 

^' fUe^.'juotif&By lessBfis my dear mbtfaen 
One dayy when we had iinished Durrid^he 
went • through. sonQC evolutions, J ihink 
he calls them, with the gardener's Jidcki 
f^/iaftorw^ds jihewfld/ us ithfc attitAfl^ 
uaed fini <fenbingw Ilis ^figure ceitkinly 
l6aked ivecy .graceful : during ' the peirform* 
ance, and m Ik have cmkavbured to imitate 
it^ffrthat/s'.ftlL" ■ 

; *^ iBy tjie hy&j ^talking 'Of this youth 
bridg3. another to niy reooUectionv^^ said 
her luadyahipc i^jJlave yiou been-suacess*^ 
fnl fn:trajcingiFpedep'ick Leigh,' t^l^^oop 
bffalbers child?'* '' liJot.satisfatftorilyr t^* 
pKed Mn Strictland. "My last adyftr- 
tiidemeiit)iQ't^ . Yoik {Ksiper was ^dnswered 
fay a letter ifrom Beverley^ wherclife liwther 
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restded, ^ving. information that Hannah 
l^igb was gone off with a recruiting ser*^ 
jeant, and had taken the boy with; her* 
TJie writer added, he believed the regiment 
was ordered abroad." 

" Poor child ! then all my brother's 
kind intentions are frustrated." 

Mr. Cavendish and the children were 
that moment crossing the wilderness^ when 
away>ran Fanny, with a heart as light as 
her heels, followed by the rest of the 
party. / > / '.: 

1 Henry Tudor was the only surviving 
child of a gentleman who had made a con- 
siderable fortune in the commerciar world. 
He was an Englishman by birth, but had 
resided many years in Heligoland; and 
wishing his son, then seventeen, to finish 
his education in bis native country, had 
written to an acquaintance in London, re^ 
guesting his advice respecting a proper se- 
minary. His English correspondent, de- 
cidedly in favour of private tuition, con- 
sulted a third person, who haf^ened to be 
the intimate friwd of Mr.! Cav*ndisl>, Sittd 
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having a liigh opinion of him both as a. man 
and a scholar, thought, if he could be pre* 
vailed upon to receive the youth, it might 
prove advantageous to both parties. A 
iiegociation accordingly commenced, and 
though the Curate had refused various appli- 
cations of the same na,ture, the character 
given of hisjntended pupil was so pleasing^ 
that he overcame his natural repugnance to 
receive a stranger lender his roof, and h^d 
soon cause to bless the day which gave him 
so intelligent — so chearful an inmate. 

Henry> though young and naturally gay, 
had made considerable progress in his 
studies, and was a better Latin scholai[ 
than the curate* The French and £ngUsb 
languages ^ere equally familiar to hxtaai 
and he had read the classics with:grfeat 
advantage ; in a word, he. was too far adf^ 
vanced in »those branches of. learning to 
receive much iii»(Lruction from Mn ClaveiH 
dish, who, nevertheless, was useful to faiia,^ 
for he Kept .the young student in constant 
practice; they, read together, they exami-* 
ned and compared, made^sieparale tianskr' 



tioaa o^ tike same work, s^ndi* mutual i«f^ 
proveAhent WHS the cooseq^iencew 

JBM oa r worthy Cu rate had deeply studied 
other branches of scieTice,'^ and wbea 
Hefiry had bi^en a&. intnate of the parsola« 
age sixitnonths, thefy* entered lipon ati en^ 
tire new course- of reading ! Astronioiny/ 
Botany, atid Mathenfatics,' <:ontained a 
species of knowledge quite n6w to yoiiiig 
Tudbt; anil he entered npml tliemwithan 
atidfty thafilcft little leisure for any thing 
else ; ei7bn his visits to thte' Tower were sus- 
p^nried; e<)>*eag» wtt*' he b pdrsuingUhe 
ebiirse* of the pla^nets, investigating the 
pMpenies iH^ Ase» of the vegetable king- 
dom, and dtawing squate, ditagdnaiyf afid 
pMaUeli Sgoresv^ 

In tbeimeam tiine, Bnsigtf QaaA:ell'Ss ap* 
pterafB(i;e^at ciiur^ bad' not been^xtowned 
irttbthat'Success^fae^femaks^of his^famiitf 
i^ly^aniifeipfttid/ althott;ghi they we^ 
cwaJted'wkii tnoye th»tti*^4iiat"attention' in 
hMtwrofiitboti^tteiUekandidr. : OThe^ se- 
eirnd^esiiMi^aiPjUilgb^tpm,^ wj^en a tasteleiet 
fMt;*boyilfi«rt^eiEirthe dow^^di a swing. 
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and, with^agH]»flg stupidiook at the con^ 
gregfttion, marched up to theOa^kell pe^r! 
N^xt eiyteted OUT military heroj dimitiU* 
tivie in sfseknd inconsequent in appearadce, 
leading; hisr exulting mother, and followed 
byitbe over^dressed sisters, who walked 
xu( pfrottdly up the aisle as^ though they 
madl^ part of a procession destined < to 
grab^ the tritimph of a Nelson or a.Moorel 
Bat in vain! they looked for^c^trespiond^nt 
emotions; the eyes which cariosity had 
drawn that way turned with disgust fronf 
the utiseemly >pa^ant/ afod MK Cavendia))^' 
wholly absorbed in ' bis pidas work, pf o- 
ceedeivrtlh^a voice firm, audible, and>itn«- 
prejsr$ivei ' Tiie part/ took their ^seats^^h 
a40ok of mdttifieation, but consoled tlk«i^ 
sdveis wiitb'' a triutnph at least wben^th^ 
ser^ioer^as landed' Hare again they >^0to 
d^omfed to di9a))pmntifieAt< The cotigpm 
g&tion^as if guided /by ^otieini^pikb^ te/t4hi 
pldi^eof wbribip witirt>irt(ev«n a^idegUtao^ 
at the<Gask«lls; wi^hftbe^iekcepttoh^of Kti»^ 
Gossip, and she merely paid %<(¥ I'^^^if 
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en pasaint. A belky whose dearest friend 
supersedes her in an expected conquest ; a 
beau, foiled in his attack upon the wife or 
jnistressof his benefactor; a minister, dis^ 
gracefully turned out of office and succeed- 
ed by his political foe ; or a lawyer, losing 
his cause through the integrity of his oppo- 
nent ; may form' some idea of the mortifica- 
tion, rage, and disappointment, of the Gas- 
kelts, wlM»had pt'udence enough, however, 

, to conceal their chagrin till they entered 
Gaskell- House, and then with' Qn6 conse&t 
opened theirbattiery of eloquence upon the 
astonished husband and father. '^ I have 
a good mind never to go to church again !" 
said mamma. ^' That would hot betray a 
good minA my dear," replied her husband: 

, "but what's the matter?" ^* A parcel of 
stupid senseless blocks !'' continued the 
mother ; '^ they took no more notice o^ 
Watty, than if be had gone in his old black 
coat, though I am sure a smarter figure 
never ' entered Tremorn« church since it 
was a churchy" * 
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" No more there did, mamma; but I'll 
never put my uniform on again to go there, 
they may depend upon it," said Watty. 

** It does not appear, Walter, from the 
little curiosity you excited, as if that would 
mortify any body but yourself,'* replied 
his father^. " One would have thought,** 
saki'MiSS Gaskell, " that Lady Ann, who 
formerly knew something of genteel life, 
and Mr. Cavendish, who has had an univer- 
sity education, might have paid some re- 
spect to our appearance; instead of that, 
they stopped to talk with poor old Mat- 
thew Granger, who has not a farthing in 
the world but what he receives from the 
parish, and suffered us to leave church 
without. even the customary salutation/* 

" Aye, aye," replied Grace, with a toss 
©f the head, *' what one does the other is 
sure to follow : I wish, for my part, they 
were married, for that I suppose will be 
the end of it." 

" And a good end too, although I don't 
think Grace it would exactly accord with 
your- wishes," observed the J us ticp. . 

VOL. I. D 
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» * 
*f Noj no, papa/' rejoined the Ensign, 

" Grace has not grace eitougH to wish' for 

** Very Well indeed Watty,^ said mamma, 
"though At youf sister's expense. I de- 
dare the krmy has improved you already." 

" Then the kntly possesses powers I 
never heard imputed to it,** replied Mh 
Gaskell. 

• " No! does tiot every body allow that 
it is the only school in the world for po- 
lishing the manners ?'* said his wife. 

" S6*itmiy, my dear; but it is neces- 
sa^ to go to that school, I suppose, before 
the mariners can reteive any material po- 
lish; and Valter, you know, does not 
join his regiment^ fbr the jf?r^^ thne^ till nefxt 

month." 

** And when he does join it, PU be 
bound to say they wbrft have a prettier 
fellow in the corps," observed his mother, 
triumphantly. 

** Of my size, mamma," added Walter, 
strutting across the room. 

^* Yes ; my love, of yoiir size. You arc 



rather lov to be wre, hut very dapper;. 
and, I don't think it is necessary to be ;m 
Irish giant to make a good soldier/* 

** You are right, my. dear," said. Her 
husband. " If Walter will only be as 
goad as he is tali, we shall have little occa- 
sion to blush either for, his per«on or his 
morals." :. -, ,,/... 

Miss Cavendish^ her pupil^ and Harxy 

Tudori at that moment passed the gate. 

." There, there they go!" cried Mif^ jSai- 

kell, '^ dressed exactly alike^ and a3 plain 

as Quakers/' \ . ' 

" 'Tis very becoming,** said papa*, , 
, *^ Tift very ridiculous V* replied mamma, 
scornfully. *^ How ican people of fortiise 
shew their superiority but by their appear- 
ance? Though, poor things, ! I believe 
they have not much to boast in that re- 
spects for, I am 'Confidently informed, 
Miss Fitz- York won't have above five ; hun- 
dred a year when she comes of age^^ and, 
that Lady Ann's joiatiire is very trifling 
indeed.'' ..; * 

.. ",I am gl«d.y<iajt<9r|4.in^" said.the £a- 
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Sign, " for I had spme thoughts of paying 
my addresses to the young one ; but five 
hundred a year is no object to us gentle- 
men of the amiy, and would scarcely bribe 
one to part with one's liberty." 

** I am of opinion, Walter," replied his 
father, ** that such a bribe will never be 
offered for your liberty ; and I am much 
mistaken in Miss Fitz-York, if any bribe 
* on your part would prevail upon her to 
accept Ensign Gaskell." 

" Lay me a good round wager, and 111 
make the attempt the first time I meet her 
unaccompanied by that young puppy-" 

" Meaning Young Tudor?" inquired 
Mr. Gaskell, sternly. 

" Aye, the bookworm, the scholar. I 

' made some attempts to get acquainted 

when first he came, but I found him quite 

a quiz, unworthy the notice of a man of 

spirit/' 

Mr. Gaskell, as my readers may have 
discovered, was not happy in his family j 
circle. Mrs. Gaskell was not a wife of 
, choice, but necessity; at least, so his fecl- 
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ings as a man of honour persuaded him, 
and to these feelings he sacrificed his fu- 
ture comfort. He was an upright magis- 
trate, a humane landlord, a good master, 
a kind neighbour; and would have been 
an affectionate husband and a tender pa- 
rentj but his wife, conscious their union 
was not an act of love» never afterwarcls 
strove to awaken it; and his children, the 
exact representatives of such a ipoth9r» 
were vain, ignorant^ and deceptive; not 
from innate depxavity, for that position Mr. 
Gaskell denied, but merely from the effects 
of a wrong system of instruction I In this, 
however, he. was never suffered to interfere, 
and when they vfere Jinished at a fashion- 
able country boarding-school, he could only 
regret, without wondering, that such a^t 
education should produce such fruit. ^ 

A large party dined at Gaskell- House 
on this memorable Sunday, among whom 
were Mr. and Mrs. Gossip. After the ser-^ 
vant had^ withdrawn and the King gone 
round, Mr. Gaskell gave *' the lady of the 
manor," from which the discourse naturally 
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turned upon Lady Ann, her family, fortune, 
and connexions; and, the animadversions 
made upon each were such a mixture of 
truth and falsehood, that it was difficult to 
say where the one ended or the other 
began. 

'*• Poor thing," said Mrs. Gaskell^ in a 
tone which she meant to be tender, " no 
wonder Miss is kept at home, instead of 
being sent, as my daughters were, to a 
baarding-school. I was surprisied^hat faer 
Lli!dyship CQuld tnekn by lakibg-Rosie Ca- 
vendish itito the house ; btit her poverty is 
a full expiajBatiott of that which, at the fkst 
glance, a^pfekrsd mysterious. The young 
wdman; though only a fernrer's daughter, 
i* very capable I am told of teaching Miss 
thread and^ wHte, and as for any things else, 
you know^-^why, Lady Ann ca!n give her 
a smattering' of what she formerly knew. 
7%f^^ still ' give oiit that they are ^orth 
five huridred a year, but that, I think, will 
admit 6f a doubt, for only one wi»g of the 
Tower is occupied, — they retain few do- 
mestic^,**-anid no horses, except an old 
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pony the squire was partial to^ ^ To accom- 
plish Mis3 in the art of riding, .two don- 
keys indped. ar^ kept ; but^ for my part^ I 
would . rather the Miss . Gaskells : never 
learnt horsemanship, than, mount Ihem 
upon neddies;'' - ^ 

Why, mamma/' cried the; Enstgni^ 

jponkeys are^ all the dash s^t genteel wa- 
teriug places. Besides,, they are kept upon 
a}mQSt nothing you know, and pay no 
tax.'V . 

i ^* . I never coold find , oii t/^ observed t)ne 
of the; part}:, '^ what c^^ised ^la« i^hatige in 
Lady. Ann's ^trcuQi$taqce% for/ Mr^ Fitz- 
York was rep^t^d to be jbmtnensely xich." 

** Aye, repute^^/Bfa^l dare/say that was 
all r said Mrs. Ga^kell. '* If he. ev6r had 
estates, besides Tremoraei I should h^ glad 
to know .what's become of ';em*'' • 

The little; Api^thecary, with a smirk and 
a smile, and a look of fancied importance, 
replied, ". I believe I/know more of certain 
affairs than people /in .general suspect ; 
estates there >vere, and estates there are, 
but I fancy they changed thdrpwnerslon^; 
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ago; ch, Becky ?" Our readerrwil! please 
to observe, that this son of physic rarely 
iiiushed a speech, without appealing to his 
wife, though he neither expected nor re- 
quired an answer. 

'' Indeed !" said Miss Gaskell. " Pray, 
I)octor, tell us all, how and about it." 

" The four aces," replied the Apothe- 
cary, " and certain square pieces of ivory, 
will swallow estates as soon as an earlh* 
quake. Won't they, Becky ?" 

*' Fie, fie. Gossip," said Mr. Gaskell, ^^ 
don't believe a word of your insinuation^'* 
• " And why not, Papa? the Doctor, I 
am sure, would not say such a thing if he 
did not know it to be true.'' 
' ^' Know itl to be sure I do, Miss, as 
.welt as I know the virtues of bark ; and 
Becky, there, can tell what faith I have m 
that. Ten thousand of a . night would 
ruin the Prince of Wales himself! and 
that not once or twice, but often. All my 
surprise is, that Lady Ann is not reduced 
to beggary. What say you, Becky ?" 

*' Beggary } '\ replied Mr. Gaskell, \rith 
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much feeling, /'Lady Ann Grosvenpr, re- 
duced to beggary ! The good> the; virtu* 
oiis; tlie amiajblfe Lady Ann !" • 

*^ There, girls," vociferated Mrs. -Gas* 
kell, '* you see your father can be eloquent 
in favour of other people's wives, but you 
never heard him in such raptures abont^his 
own.'' ' - ; ^ 

"** No, indeed, Mamma; and I ano stfrfe 
you are worth a hundred such predse 
formal creatures as Lady Ann." v * 

'* Lady Ann a creature !'** said the Father, 
looking reproachfully at his daughter, the»v 
m a low voice, continued, 'Vahe is indeed 
^ creature of heaven's own fbnriiog." J 

The, Apothecary, who found matters 
were taking' rather a Serious turn, " cHed 
out, ** Odso, ladies, perhaps I can Sur- 
prise you still mote; what. thinkyiiuf of 
our Parson and his pupil? Eh, BfeckyP* 
* " Think ! what should we think," said 
th«. Ensign, " but that the Parson is a pHg 
and his pdpil a quiz.^' : '•: 

" You are right, my young Squire^^ re- 
plied Gossip. ^* But who do you think 
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this Harry Tudor really is? You know, 
Becky.'' / 

**More scanda}, Gossip?** said Mr. 
Gttskell. 

^ Nay,^ nay, this is no scandal^ Justice, 
but a bondjtde truth." 

** As a straugei*, it shall be welcome, 
Gossip,** rejoined the Magistrate, " there- 
fore ottt with k. Who Is Marry Tudbi*?'' 
; ' i** Aye, aye,** vociferated the whole parly, 
** who is Hany T^do1f ?** ^ 
^^ The parson's i own offspring,^ by a col* 
lege bed-ni^cei? i > Is he not, Becky ?" ' 

M*f rm glad' of iit,?i: cried the £»sigii; 
^' The next time, he lectures me^ I shall 
knote how ta Answer him.* 
h M It cannot be ! 'tis physically' impos* 
stble,'^ sejbined the Magistrate*', t 

' o**. How so^r Justice? Now for it, Becky.^ 

^^Mt. Cavendish is quite a^oung inan, 
and.Hafry seventein.'^ »« 
f. \ ♦^ If you focmd ! y ouri physical imposs2« 
bility upon no better tividence," said the 
Apothecary, •' ym TOust yield -to- my su- 
pieiibr knowledge; / MtUt liot {ie,: fibcky ?" 
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A country hamlet is th^ gmnd enoporiqm 
pf scfiodal ! Evcry.,ap.tion. of its inhabit 
tantSy viewed witb 'a miQroscopip* ey e, . is 
magnified till it becqiiies hideous ! £ni|ys 
niaJi^y and hatredy^.stalk abroad with |^-» 
gantic strides^ to run dawn the grcat^ the 
y irtyous^ aagtd . the , good ; < and . to ' trample 
under foot. the .we^k^ the modesty anud the 
unassuming. ::;.•/ 

I^eople talk wit)i raptnre pf the pleasivcs 
resulting from ^retiremeqt and 4^clusion ;^ if 
filiqh be their wish, let them fly to Loi^on. 
I;8hou|d aa Boon expc;ct the means of ex- 
intcnce to i^ fjp^ .heav^> as to Uye usp 
%ziowii in a sD[iall town or country : yilkge, 

ifhtjt every inootVi«;g^V?g.f!^ ^^ws of 
tjii^ stranger^ and '^>^hat is Jie?/' and 
**^\\o is he*?^ arp ban died, about^ till onfr 
morp ing^j})o^6:than\tbe rest^ invents aft 
out-line ^f bis bttrtl^ pareptage^ andedu^ 
<atjpn. This point Onc^ settled^ and hui 
polities { as^ertaineid^ — rfov tb^ t is a grand 
9b^ct in the pree^tday^r-e very action is 
traced to. its sou«s%i'^^ 4he worrt con* 

stroeiNm is¥ar&hlj^\i^ii^ w^afr will 






60 FAKNY PITZ-Y.0!tir* 

bcftr a double interpretation. I have been 
led into this digression, by the conversa- 
tion heM at Gaskell-House. Neither the 
amiable owner of the Tower, nor the 
equally worthy proprietor of the Parsonage, 
could escape '^ the envenQmed tongue of 
slander;" but, rich in conscious integrity, 
the poison became harmless, or injurious 
only to the assailants. 

» Summer was far advanced, and the even- 
ing of a sultry debilitating day found 
Fanny and her governess seated beneath 
the expansive foliage of ati antient oak. 

vRefr6(^hing breezes gently agitated the 
transparent rivulet, on whose borders they 
reclined ; and the spotted trout; asif anxious 
tp enjoy the same privilege, ever and anon 
sprang from her watery bed, to inhale the 
faivigorating element. Miss Burney's in- 
teres ting Evelina was the companion of 
their evening excursion, with whom they 

' were eagerly engaged, when, from behind 
^ sudden angle of the foot-path, appeared, 
the young Ensign, or, as Fanny facetiously 
called biim, liule Watty. Not the slightest 
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degree of intimacy existed, nor were the 
Tower and Gaskell- House families, if we 
except the worthy Justice, .even upon 
speaking terms, since Lady Ann's exces- 
sive rudeness, as they were pleased to tkll 
it. Guess, then^ the astonishment of our 
young friends, when this i>igmy hero threw 
]iimself on the grass beside them, and ex- 
claimed, ^' Ladies, you are in luck ;" this 
is the first time I have entered these fields 
since the commencement of my military 
career, and« as a soldier, I must lay you 
under contribution." 

They both rose, and were quitting <fie 
place, when he rudely seized Fainny by the 
arm, and swore she should not leave 
him/' 

" Not leave you," replied Miss Caven- 
dish, for Fanny was too much terrified to 

• r 

Speak, " by what authority will you detain 

USr 

" Oh ! I don't want to detain yfiu^ Go- 
verness, but I must have a little cooveraa- 
tion with my pretty ;Fanny ." . 

•* Miss Fltz-York/'- rtplied her fiiend, 
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^' is unused to impertinence^ and cannot 
allow it." 

** Pray let go my arm,** said Fanny, ^ you 
hurt me exceedingly .** 

'M will, provided you'll sit dowD, and 
let us hav^. a comfortable dia^pf chat; 
consider, we are neighbours, .^nd . ou^t 
to be sociable* ** 

^' By what rule?^' asked Miss Gavendi|b.- 

" Ruler 

V Yes! Why ought you?" 
/': Why ! Because we ought.** 

** Not on account of neighbourhood, that 
gives yiou no exclusive right, — Qongeniality 
of sentiment^ affords no plea, nor equally 
of jttDderAtanjdiQg, — ^^nd where neither mi^d 
or, manners assimilate, the pleasure derived 
f|3pin cpuversatiou: niust be wanting.*^ 
. ^ ^ Oh, U0| I shall take a deal of pleasure 
in .con.Yiersing with .Miss Fite-York ; for, 
though she is young, I dare say she would 
understand me/* 

'^ Np doub^ of that; the great difficulty 
would lie in your understanding Aer*** , 

^' What, does wot «he talk iqteDigi<>Iy P'* 
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" Yes ; to a good capacity. 
" Then what are you afraid of?** 
" That your's will be found incapable of 
relishing, or even Ifully comprehending^ 
the emanations of a mind, fruitful beyond 
het years, ». and dignified beyond- your 
powers of calculation.^ ' 

^'Gh! you don't know that; I am a 
Vute:ihand atxaloulatioD, as mammaican 
tell you, and will go through the multipli* 
cution table with; Miss, for her ears."* ' 
• '^ Miss Catrendish, I wish ^ve were at 
hbtae,^ said Fanny^ * ' ' 

^^ I am ready to attend yoji,^* replied he* 
Governess. •'• ./ ^i •- . 

^'^Aje, but if you go before I hare bad 
a kiss, Fit b^'hainged^" and he ' once^ iii6re 
seized Fanny by the arm. Fanny scream- 
ed,^ — her frietid ran to her assistance^^-^but 
this unfeeling lump of ignorance and yul* 
^ariiy^ thoilj^ dnmnutive in height, was' 
remarkably strong | and, whilst he threw ■ 
Miss CaveiYdish^ ^!|He grass with one arm^ 
by the hdp ofthlf^(l^|^t>roceeded to piit 




bis unmaaily ^breit^'i^wMtecution. Again 
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Fanny screamed ; and, at the critical mo- 
dienty Harry Tudor rushed round the an- 
gle, which screened his approach. Ro- 
sette, whose ancle had turned in the fall» 
was incapable of motiog; Fanny was still 
struggling with her assailant,* when the 
youth, resentment flashing from his eye, 
rushed unexpectedly upon him, tripped 
up his heels, and, at the same moment,' 
caught the fainting Fanny in his arms. 
^ Words are inadequate to paint the rage 
and mortification of Gaskell, thus foiled 
by a stripling. At first he was unable td 
articulate^ but, recovering his legs and 
speech at the same time, he strutted up to 
Hairry, and, in an attitude of defiance, 
asked — "What the d— 1 he meant by 
that.'' 

• *' Before I answer you," replied Tudor* 
" give me leave to repose my burthen by 
the side of her friend.'*^ This done, he 
continued, " Now I am ready to explain 
my conduct, either verbally or otherwise. 
You ask me what I meant ? Til tell you. 
I meant to succour helplessness and innd^ 
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cence ; — t meant to do what every man of 
honour would do in the same situation, to 
assist female weakness against lawless 
power and violence ; — I have succeeded ; 
and, if you have ought further to say, here 
I stand, ready to declare myself in any way 
you think proper/' 

Gaskell, with his eye, measured Henry 
from head to foot; and, from the lightness 
of his figure, fancied there could be no 
danger in bullying him, and, if he would 
not stand that, in beating him afterwai^ds. 
Full of this ne^ plan, and throwing as ^ 
miich cunning into his little grey eyes as 
possible, " Why, look you, Mr. Henry — 
Tudor, I think is your name/' 

** It is,*" said Henry, erecting bis figure, 
" what have you to say to it P** 

" Oh ! nothing, — nothing at all Tudor 
may he a very good name, though it does 
not belong to j/our father." 

" What mean you ?" 

*' Why, I mean, that though your mo- 
ther was a Tudor, perhaps it would be no 
easy matter to tell who your father was. 
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College bed-inaker% I am told, are not 
very nice in their amours." 

" JVIr, Walter Gaskell^ if your words have 
any definite meaning, I must insist upon 
having. them explained; otherwise I shall 
conclude, what I think very probable from 
your general character, thatyou are merely 
prompted) by a love of mischief, tp n)^ke 
use of language unintelligible, and de« 
aefving of chastisement.'" , ^ . 
; '' Ch2^9t)(ement from a boy ! Ha ! ha i 

. . " When so provoked, you may not, pcx- 
haps, find.the boy a, despicable aptagonist. 
But thi^ is from the -point. What ;con# 
struction am I to put upon words, . which 
see9i to say, I am better known to you 
than to myself? In your opinion, Who 
ami?'' 
. ** As if you did not know/' 

^^ I insist upon hearing it from yourself: 
Who am I?'' 

" A bastard of our Parson's." The in- 
sulted youth flew at Gaskell, who received 
him iu a tneoafiing . attitude, and aimed .a 
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bk)w:> which Henry, slipping under his 
arm, ayoided ; whilst the other nearly 
ineasured his length on the ground, with 
tlie attoiipt Henry was a slim stripjiilg, 
Gaskdl possessed considerable musculaf 
power ; but the former had been initiate<i^ 
intQ the mysteries of pngitism; whilst the 
latter, without a grain of science, struck 
at random, and laid himself so open, that 
Henry, at the first blow, knocked his fore*- 
teeth out, and. decided the contest, ' To a 
vitin man, thqlossof teeth^ tolerably white, 
and well s^f,. i* a^serioiis' calamity r but, to 
a vain man, just entering the army, and 
dr^fiming of mcsS'^ditiaQrsv country-qaar^ 
ters, and conquest, it- is in evil of the first 
magnitude. Bei^ides, there were spectatbfs 
of his disgrace ; had the combat been: a 
private one, he could have made his own? 
report, and .told a. tale that must have en* 
minated his adversary ; but, in the present 
instance, defeat was accompanied with 
mortification, and the loss of personal 
beauty excited no pity. Fanny and Ro-. 
sette, indeed, screamed .at the sight of 
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blood, but conscience told him, their fear^^ 
were not on his account : and whilst Henry 
drew forth their congratulations on his^^ 
safety, Gaskell gathered up the fallen ho- 
nours of his mouth, and, with a rueful 
aspect, slunk away. 

Rosette's foot was much swelled, and 
yery painful, but, by the assistance of her 
two companions, she was conveyed to the 
Tower, and Henry introduced to Lady 
Ann, by the flattering title of Fanny's de- 
liverer from insult, if not danger. When 
her Ladyship was mistress of all the parti- 
culars, she sent a note to Mr. Gaskell, re- 
questing his company at the Tower ; arid 
strictly charged the young people never to 
walk beyond the park, unaccompanied by 
'a servant, whilst the younger Gaskell re- 
mained in the county ; ** who appeared," 
she said, " as little disposed to respect the 
delicacy of Miss Fitz-York as he would 
that of his fa therms milk- maid." Henry, 
when left alone with Lady Ann, consulted 
her upon the propriety of revealing to Mr. 
Cavendish the ill-founded attack Walter 
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Gaskell had made upon his moral cha- 
racter. " As to my own feelings/^^he con- 
tinued^ " they cannot be outraged by a 
story so improbable, but, when my valua- 
ble tutor's repose is threatened, I own my- 
self vulnerable to the shafts of this com- 
pound of imbecility and meanness/' 

Lady Ann advised him to suspend all 
communication on the subject, until the 
termination of her expected interview with 
Mr. Gaskell, "because,'* said she, "if 
such a report obtains publicity in the coun- 
try, he, in all probability, is no stranger 
to it J but ifi on the' contrary, it is a fabri- 
cation of his worthless son's, as a meri^ 
tiifte-serving insult, which I rather suspect, 
we may find a method of curbing the licence 
of his speech, without wounding the bosiom 
' of our inestimable friend." ' * 

When Walter discovered^ to his sympa- 
thizing mother and sisters the loss hh 

^mouth had sustained, and named the 'au- 

'I 

thor of his sufferings, their fury knew ti(x 
bounds; and many modes of reyenge,^ some 
of them of the moftt private . andi heinous 
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kind, were threatened; ItHI^ it length) it 
w^ decided, tha^t the safest aod best mode 
would beito. persuade the Justice to com- 
mit the culprit for an assault, and have 
bin) tried, at the next assizes. 

Just as this important point was adjusted 
to the satisfaction of the plaintiff and our 
female junto, Mr. Gaskell entered the 
apartpient, not with his usual calm placid 
demeanour, but with a look of anger; 
which they misconstrued as favourable 
to themselves, not being at all aware that 
he was just returned from his conference 
with liady Ann. Without giving him time 
to speak,, they surrounded him, uttered a 
,volley, of abuse and complaint - against 
young Tudor, mixed with a jargon iJf mis- 
applied low terms^ and ended with the ex- 
hibition of Walter's disfigured .moritb. 

" I hope he'll be transpartcd,'' said Mrs. 
Gaskell. ; 

^ "He richly deserves it,'- replied her 
husband. V 

'' I am.glad. 3^u think $o> papa; then 
there is aofear^ofjysyoew" • 
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"I hope not" 

" It will be doing the country a service", 
to have such a miscreant sent out of it." 

'^ My sentiments exactly; and the sooner 
thebetter.** 

" When will you commit him, papa ?" 
lisped but Waften 

** He has committed himself'^hy words, 
tfajat disgrace a mdn, and actions as dis- 
honourable as cowardly.** 

" So he has, my dear. It was a taost 
cowardly action to kn<)ck two of my poor 
Watty's beautiful teeth out.'* 

** If be had knocked all the beautiful 
teeth out of your poor Watty's head, he 
would scarcely have given him his de- 
serts.** 



k A . : 



" What do you meauy Mn* Gasfcell ?' 
'* I mean, Mrs^ Gaskell, that your son 
has behavpd like a poltroon. That he has 
insulted^ ^-'grossly insulted the daughter of 
Lady Ann Fitz- York, and, by his brutality, 
materially injured M iBsCaveiidish. I wean, 
likewise, that when yourig Ttad6r caine 
to the relief of distressed innoeeiice^ suf- 
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feringfroni the behaviour t)f your son, Mrs* 
Gaskcll, that unworthy boyj that disgrace 
to hjs. family and connections, wounded 
hiis ears with a tale, as false as it is iilfa* 
mous ; and fabricated for the sole purpose, 
I am convinced, of injuring our worthy ■ 
Curate in the estimation of his parishioners. ' 
But, more of this another time ; at present, 
r shall confine myself to what regards that 
ill-educated and worse dispositioned boy, 
as far as relates to Miss Fitz-York. Lady 
Ann. has consented, on my account, to 
overlook his conduct, provided he joins 
his regiment immediately; so, mark 'me. 
Sir, you leave Tremorne to-morrow.'* 

*' But I am sure I would not go, if I 
was my brother, a moment before I liked, 
to please such a starched piece of formality 
as Lady Ann," said Miss Gaskell. 

** Nor I, either," rejoined Grace. ^* Here's 
a fuss and a noise about a kiss ; but it's all 
prudery and. aifectatiori, and nothiag else." 

" Or, perhaps, it's because I don't pay 
her. attfintibn," said Watty, "and walk 
with her jis. Tudor :does; but he's a milk- 
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sop, and fit for nothing ebe but to dangle 
about the women/' 

** He is a scholar and a gentleman, and 
fit company for the well-informed of ieither 
sex/* replied Mr. Gaskell. *' Bi^t,: if you 
have any preparations to makj£;^et ^out 
them immediately, for to-morrdw you de-> 
part." 

After much wrangling, on the jMirt of 
the, women, and vulgar intemperance on 
the side of Walter, Mr. Gaskell carried his 
point, and (he young man joined his regi^ 
ment* ' 

Meanwhile, Mr. Cavendish, by the ad-' 
^ice of Lady Ann, was informed of the 
report, which had, by this time, got into 
general circulation, and was the theme of 
universal discussion at Tremorne. Mn 
Gossip was traced *as its author; and, ac- 
companied by the worthy Justice and 
Henry, our good Curate procecjded to the 
house of the Apothecary, whom they found 
immersed in the politics of the day, whilst 
his more industrious wife Was mixing pills 
and potions with indefatigable perscve- 
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ranee* Gossip, conMsenee-strlcken nt the 
sight of the trio, turned pale, but endearour* 
eA to bide bis Mnfusionby anoireff-actedzeal 
ta n^e them ^velccMiie. He bustled about 
tfce ioom, observed on the fineness of the 
t«fttber,*^theii^ it ^ained^-^called Mrs. 
Qo8si{^ to brhfeg sandwiches for bis good 
friends, and, in short, played a part that 
iras neither comlwtable to himself^ nor 
gratifying to his Victors. As soon as be 
bad talk^ himself oat of breath, Mr. Ga* 
veadi^ opened the biisinesis, by inquiring! 
if he was the auth<j^r of a scandalous report, 
tending to ii^ore htoi m tlie efiiakm of his 
neighbours, and leading tbe wodd to be- 
lieve tfaj^t the temderest tie» of €onsangu>* 
jitty egciftted between him^ and Henry T«» 
dor? 

^ Why, my dear friend/ replied Gioseip, 
^ the matter i& all a joke, and i thought 
yoa had too mach seaee to be afiected by 

^* That is not the question. Are yoa 
the author of this pleasant joke P*^ 

'- One eveniDg,'^ repUed the erestsfallea 



Apotbecaiy, ** at liie worthy^ Jus*ice'^ be*, 
mg^ half tips^^ and. very jocular, I h^kvt 
I might say sametliitig of the fiiithcfrly aJP* 
fectiom you bore this young gentleman, 
but without expecting it would be tak^si 
seriousiy, or circulated beyond thcs pfesent 

*' Gossip/' said Mr. CJaskell, ^ yo« seem 
to forget that I madie one 6f tbe e^^ntpany^ 
and am no^rbere as si witne^ against you. 
in a case of yoke, it is seMoat tbofigbt ne* 
cessdry to be so drcumsifiaiitiat as^yoa were 
that evening, no^ to adhere w pertinaci^ 
imsty to the truth of it. My son, ' for 
Merely repentrng yonr i^candfaJl^i fronii ai 
«i£gmtifiab)e motive, I conftsHy has^ reeer^ 
vedi a punishment which be richly deserVo^ 
what the» ought to be ^(m^Bf A great 
man says, '* Tale-besuKn^ft ate as huA astato^ 
maikers';" but I disagree' with himy' though 
wytb«Hi4i tale*makefs we should have no 
tale^beavcsrs^; and, oo die same prmciple, 
that h thibic |he reeeivei^ of stafeo property 
one degree lesa cnlpadUe than the: thie£ 

DuriBg tbis^ %pceAf the Ettle cetaiier of 
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news, and inventor of scandaV alternately 
dropped his eyes on *the carpet, or raised 
tbeoi to the ceiling ; to dwell on the me- 
dium was impossihle, for there he would 
have encountered orbs fixed with a pene- 
trating keenness upon his, as though they 
would have searched the innermost recesses 
af his soul. These dumb *but eloquent 
optics, formed a grand feature in the coun- 
tenance of Mr. Cavendish; they displayed 
a mind fraught with all the milder virtues, 
hut at the samq time sensibly alive to in- 
sult and undeserved reproach* 

A pause ensued, at the close of Mr. Gas- 
kell'S speech, and the general attention 
was fixed upon Gossip, as if expecting a 
leply ; but, ere he could *' screw his courage 
to the stickitig point," the silence was in- 
^riupted by Mr. Cavendish, 

^* When calumny,'' Mr. Gossip, "points 
its darts against any^ individual, however 
private or insignificant his station, it de- 
serves the reprobation of all good and vir- 
tuous men ; but when it rears its ugly front 
against a public character, — against an un- 
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oiFending Minister of the Gospel, — who, I 
am bold to say, never spoke the thkig that 
was not true, or Mstened to evil- report, 
without reproving the slandever, it merits 
punishment, and will ultimately meet with 
it. From what cause you, Mr. Gossip, 
have vilified my character, I am at a loss 
to discover. As your neighbour and your 
pastor, it was your duty to repel attacks, 
which you knew to be false, and not have 
been the first to use the scourge. The 
scandal, I am told, has been widely dif* 
fused, and so sliall your recantation ; one 
must keep pace with the other, to render 
it effectual ; and I hope, for your own sake^ 
this will be the last humiliation you will 
ever undergo on the same score. You say, 
by way of exculpation, that the story 
originated in joke, but I beg my name 
may be omitted in your future jokes, 
otherwise a simple refutation will not suffice 
to heal the wounds your tattling tongue 
inflicts." Gossip, at the conclusion of 
this address, stammered out an apology, 
and concluded with hoping that nothing 
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further would be required of hiad. He wria, 
hoH^erer^ ' soon informedy by Mr. Gaskell, 
of the punishment the law decreed for de* 
fjunation ; and that, mortifying as the al- 
ternative would prove, be must submit to 
a public recantation, or sofier the rigours 
of a prosecution. Tlie latter he seemed to 
dread; and begged to know how the 
former was to be effected. ** My clerk," 
Mn Gaskell replied, ^' shall write a circular 
letter, which yon must sign, acknowledge 
ing yourself the author of a report injuria 
ODs to the characters of Mr. Caveadish anA 
young Tudor, and owning the whole to be 
a falsehood/* 

*^ Dear Sir, my reputation will be ruined 
forever.^* 

*^ The tnaa who wantonly injuws the 
reputation of another," said Mr. Gasfceiii 
/^deserves to lose his own; retributive 
justice requirey it, and who shall find 
£Eiult with lier laws ? But I trust your 
character will only sufier a momentary 
ecls}ise,-«^there is much virtue in acknow* 
ledglng an error; if reformation foihws^ 
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yoa will regnin esteem and respect, and I 
am 6ure Mr. Cavendish has toQ&iQch of 
the Christian about him, not to encoiirage 
and countenance a return to Tirtoe*" 
Henry, who had listened with much inte- 
rest to what was passing, now iufieifeced 
in behalf of the chop-fallen Apothecary. 
His generous spirit could^not bear the hu- 
miliation of a fellow-creature^ at least to 
that extent^ and he begged Mr. Gossip 
might be indulged with a discretionary 
power, to unsay, during his diurnal visits, 
what he had too thoughtlessly asserted. 
Gossip, who internally resolved to leave 
the country, rather than submit to the 
mortification of signing himself a villain, 
was so entirely overcome by Henry's gene- 
rosity, that he seized his hand^ and burst 
into tears. Recovering from this momentary 
weakness, and looking with confidence to- 
wards his worthy neighbours, he said, 
*' what neither your threats of a prosecu- 
tion, nor the distress in which I must have 
left my wife, could effect, this noble boy's 
conduct has completed ; nor shall any of 
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my. neighbours, in future, have cause to 
dread the babbling Doctor/' In a word, 
he ii6t only promised to contradict his for- 
mer slander^ but to report the kindness 
and consideration with which he had been 
treated. 
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CHAP. III. 

LETTER-WRITrNft—POLITICS,— AN0 

CHIT-CHAT. 

On the day our heroine completed her 
sixteenth year, Lady Ann received the 
following letter from her guardian. I do 
not apply this title to Lord Milford, he 
bad never acted as a guardian, or behaved 
as a relation ; but, to the worthy London 
merchant, who, in the double capacity of 
executor and friend, had fulfilled his trust 
with the probity of a man and the affec>- 
tion of a parent* 



u 



London, May, S5th^ 18 IT. 
My dear Madam, 

^' On the day you receive this, our 
beloved Frances will be sixteen. With 



^Kr 



beauty and accQinpIishments of the very 
£rst t^tdWf and a mind stored with all that 
h amiable and good, no man who is worthy 
of her will regret the loss of that super- 
fluous wealth which the generality of the 
world believe w^s iqiiand^ifd at a gaming- 
table ; though with the seliSsh, the venal, 
aod the avfMicipu^ tb^ Iqb^ of jIve thou- 
sand a year has reduced her to a standard 
as much beneath their notice, as she is, in 
f^pt, abov« th^ir pretensions. I have been 
Ifi^ to this Abs«rviitiQa by tb« jvclnMed let- 
ter from JMy Mount^g^tle, iirbo arriv«d m 
tpwn w^ her fkmly a monUx ago. Fiom 
1^ jMtf ver I Mut, her JMyiUp wtU «tJbu<- 
l»% <;iush ftU your hopes, if ever you ia«- 
^^l^myt^mnmon with Lord Moaeley . 
lati^e Is 4))$ iiiDbttious sisljp ««raise of the 
tfe^jSfire thus feliiiqubhed, or of the mortis 
fication a future discovery will occasMm ; 
nor am I prepared to pity her, either now 
or thdo. Report sp^i^ well of the 
young nobleman, aqd )m «lfe»dy set him 
dpwQ fof ^ H9«esinfMB, M»4er the influence 
Pf X^rd AiiUffid. I iMganmy letter 'wfdi 



saying our Fawny 19 npw pijrtfilW; awJr 
h-jmng to ywr ta4y«hip> fupei^ju^gir 
vumt, I tlmk sh« «ugbt nt, tb^fag/^ Uf 

know something more of theworlc) ^J^f^ 
ctLU be acquir#4 m a (^iwtry-^vilUgp. We 
had formtriy a friendly id«p)i(9 'f^^Stiog 
public and private f4iH:ation ; but, what- 
ever were my sentiments at that period, 
the advantages yoiir daugbJ^jr b»^ dfipriFcd 
from the kttef bav^ £w «ver fiiw^ fq« i^ 
advocate. Bai pugfal tbis Ib^wer $P, blv^b 
unseen and shed its sweetness in obscurity? 
No I remove ber from hei ntti ve Tremome ; 
and, though you may not chooMp as yet to 
plafit her in the lof tr9|M^Utfiii gur^n^ there 
aie maay intermediate j^^/9iri»; wh9f§ vhf 
Might AiHirifb with kmmm stM9gtb Afi^ 
hcauty f Wb»| rfoes yp»f J^^ift^ tbwk 
of a toMir round thf P^rpp^ir? (sp^9t^ t))i9 
9iimmer? I Mm w iAk mtm dating ik» 
Aogrdayu, and shall bf l^^appy to atM»Hi 
you; perh^p^ Mr, CaveWi^ »nd ^UiJT 
would join tbe exi^ursjon ; yop 9^ } tfike 
k £or gta^t^, and, fcit^i^ ^b^ be mpr^ 
^Mfipoinlad 4iMUi i( an viHmg tP itt^w^if 
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my proposal be negatived. Tell Fanny 
and Rose 1 love Jthem dearly, and never 
regret * being an old man except in their 
presence. 

^* I have the honour to remain your La- 
dyship's devoted and faithful servant^ 

John Stbictland.'' 

The inclosure was written on a beautiful 
French paper, highly scented, and sdaled 
with the Mountcaatle crest and coronet. 

Berkley-square, Tuesday. 
" Sir, 
** Lord Milford has re&rrfd me to you 
for an explanation of the late Mr. Fitar- 
York's will. From the stik in which the 
family appeared during his life time, I was 
led to hope his only child would have been 
an eligible match for Lord Moseley ; but^ 
if he has left Lady Ann and Miss Fitz* 
York in comparative poverty, she must 
forego all hopes of the honour intended 
her. Five hundred a year may get her a 
husband amongst the professional classes^ 

• 
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but will never raise her to the peerage. 
The Honourable Frederick Grosvenor made 
a will too, I am informed^ but here again 
I am referred to you for every particular, 
except his brotherly legacy of a ring ; this 
I do not choose to accept; the hundred 
pounds may be of use to Miss Fitz- York, 
Jbut can never be an object to the family of 

£• MOUNTCASTLE*'* 

After consulting with Mr. Cavendish, 
Lady Ann answered the worthy merchant's 
letter. 

Toweif of Tremorne, May 30, 1811. 
'* My dear Sir, "^ 

" The tone of Lady Mountcastle's letter 
is high, but quite in character and consist- 
ent with the whole of her conduct to me 
and mine. Poor woman \ she little thinks 
that the despised Ann Fitz- York is a& 
proud as herself, and would Hot accept 
the alliance of Lord Moseley, though soli*^ 
cited to it by motives more urgent thait 
any she fears to contend with. 'Tis easy 
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to forego hopes oever cherished ; and, if 
my Ff^npy should select the hiidbaad of 
her choice from the professional classe8» 
he will he as acceptable to me as th^High 
bis hf ow^ were ador i»ed with a duea} cpw* 
mtf But we will leave IMy Moiintcastlp 
ami the peerage, to talk of n>atteri9 mp» 
epogenial^ and persons less repiilm^e* I 

agree with yau, that Fanny ought to mi- 
grate from her native village, and you are 
fisht i^ supposing J sfaaU avoid the metro- 
polis, at least, for another year. The pro- 
jected tour will afford both profit g^ni 
pleasure, and as you are daring enough to 
accept tlie protection of three females, 
name your time and we will be prepared^ 
Mf^ Cavendish and yoyng Tiidor would 
ceitiwnly improve OMr party^ bq<h ija rir 
sp^ to edijS^atiois and amusement ; bat, 
yw forgetf the yo»og folks are no longtf 
^children, and we must not eatirely saci& 
^e, propriety to setf-gratificatton ; Imt^ 
t^gh I h^ve laot thought it oeemsftry i» 
wi^ for their soc^ty daring tlie whcfle of 
9)^ (o^r, they hvre promised to min us 






for a day or two. Rose ?iui Fanny ))i4 
roe say your love is not thrown away oa 
ui^atefiil objects, for that their admiral 
tioa could not be inerca^^^ eye» if you 
were a young man* I remaini dear Siri 
wi^ much esteeiD, your obliged friend 

Ann FfarfK'YoaJC*" 

Lady Mountcastie, it has been said, was 
many years Lady Ann^s senion The one 
WHS cottAaed to the nprsery of Grosvenor«> 
HaU, whilst the otlier tuttered in the 
dramrmg-riacHn at St James's^ and proudly 
ealouiated upon the probabilities of capti- 
vating the heir of a dukedom. One wioMr^ 
hionrever, toiled after anptlier withoiit iSaa 
desired oonqtiest, and Lady £Iiza began to 
dread a life of ^^ ^single blessedness/' wheA 
hord Mountcastle, a aewly^created peer* 
arrived faom Ireland, aad, finding she wta 
'' tiot for all markets/' her ladyship veiy 
wisriy, at the age of sjm and twenty, cmh 
descended lo become a countestf. T^p 
diildum irese die frpite of this ii mm ; a94» 
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soon after the birth of the latter, his Lord- 
ship was appointed ambassador to the 
court of Petersburgh, whither his lady ac- 
companied him, leaving their son at a 
public school, and Lady Maria to the care 
of her grandmother, the Countess of Mil- 
ford. Lady Ann was, at this period, just 
come out, — ^in other words, she was sixteen. 
Naturally fond of children, her lovely 
niece became her pet and her plaything; 
and, when she left England, at the age of 
fourteen, to join her parents, her aunt, then 
Lady Ann Fitz-York, and little Frances, 
were the objects on earth she most loved. 

Lady Mountcastle returned to her native^ 
country, the same proud peeress she had 
left it; but, the apathy of her nature kin- 
dled into something like warmth when she 
found her brother, her kindred ii\ind, at 
the head of the administration, u^d anx- 
ious to bring into notice the shining abili'- 
tics of her really accomplished son* This 
could only be done, effectually, to serve 
himself and his colleagues, by. bringing 
the young man into parliament; and, at 
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their next cabinet-dinner^ he boasted of the 
advantages to be derived from such an 
auxiliary to support their measures in the 
other house, *' where/' he added, with a 
sigh, ** we command so little talent.** 

The first opportunity Lord Milford had 
of speaking to his nephew alone, he told 
him what was in agitation, asked his opi- 
nion of the measure, and hoped he had no 
objection to serve his country. 

" On the contrary,*' replied the young 
Ix)rd; *^ if, by taking a seat as one of her 
representatives, I can serve her, it will be 
the^proudest boast of my life.** 

" I mentioned you yesterday to my 
friends," said the Earl, ** in terms such as, 
I think, you merit, and which, if acted 
upon, cannot fail in the end to cover you 
with wealth and honours/' 

** Wealth, I should think the only son 
of Lord Mountcastle need not covet ; and, 
the honour of being useful to my country 
will involve every other wish.'' 

** Aye," said his uncle, with a sneer^ 
^* these are the Opinions of a young man 
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on liis first entrance into politicai life; 
Sanguine from youth^ and patriotic from 
dentiment, he aims at that phantom popular 
applause, which, when found is not worth 
the trouble bestowed in the search, and is 
a tribute as evanescent as unprofitable. 
When wisdom ripens by experience^ the 
folly of such conduct becomes palpable, 
and never fails in the end to modify and 
assimilate itsdf to the party, who alone 
can bestow honours, subitantiali immnta- 
bte, and recenionary*^ 

*' If I were the poorest of hia majesty's 
subjects,*' replied Moseky, ' •** I hope I 
ihauld nev^r obtain wealth or honours by 
the sacrifice of my conscience; but, as 
that is not the fact^ I should be a mean 
dastardly wretch^ unworthy the name of 
man, to barter my honesty by the adoption 
of priuciplei as base as dishonourable.'* 

'VAnd does, that necessarily follow an 
adherence to our party?" inquired the 
EarL 

'' It necessarily follows an implicit ad- 
herence to any party," advanced hia nc« 
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phew. ** I think the main who invariably 
vote$ ugaimt the ministers as culpable as 
he who always sides ^i/A then). Since per- 
fection is not the lot of niau, no set of men 
can layclaim to it» and must, consequently, 
be often wrong in their views and opimooa; 
and shall an independent being say to 
these men, * do what you please, — say what 
yon please,-^! am ready to support you 
through thick and thin,— I pin my £itth 
upon your infallibility^ ^d will not yield 
to ihp argumenta of others, however 
80UBd,Wfaecause th^ are seated on the 
rights and, perhaps, i have taken my sta* 
tion on the left? Such conduct would be 
treason to my ^constituents, who appointed 
me their representative, not to support a 
particular class of men and measures, but 
to watch with an equally jealous eye over 
those who are in place, an^i those who are 
watching to get in/' 

** It seems, young man,'' observed Jjord 
Miiford, sternly, " yon arc setting youts 
self up for a censor of the past and the pre- 
sent, and a pattern for future legislators/' 
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** Heaven forbid, my Lord, there should 
not in all ages have been men of true pa- 
triotic principles, who have acted as I 
think I shall act, if ever I am honoured 
with a seat in the British senate. My 
knowledge is confined, owing to a long 
residence in foreign parts; but I hope 
there are many, I am sure there is one in- 
dependent member^ who will never act 
against what he thinks the rule of right, 
or barter^self approbation for pecuniary 
or honourary rewards. *" " The person 
you allude to is as great an enthtisiast as 
you are, and not less a martyr to popular 
opinion. But do not pledge yourself for 
so visionary a thing as political consisten- 
cy ; it is a fine plausible theory, but, ac- 
cording to the present system aad allow- 
ing for the frail nature of man^ very dif- 
ficult to carry into practise. The Baronet, 
to whom you seem so partial, is rich and 
independent'; but, see him reduced to com- 
parative poverty, and there will be an end 
of his vaunted patriotism." 

" I beg your pardon^ my Lord, but 
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that does nbt follow. One of the greirtest 
political characters this country at present 
boasts is well known to be poor ; yet his 
political consistency has remained invio* 
late, and his patriotism withstood tempta- 
tion few men in the same circumstances 
could. have resisted/* . 
' "Aye; there we come nearly to a point 
You say, few can resist temptation ; I say 
not one; not even Bardolph himself^ if we 
thought him worth a bribe ; but his day 
is nearly gone by* Dissipationlias debili- 
tated his bodily functions; his mind is on 

j the wane, from the same cause ; and he 
will soon sink in^O; obUvipn^ regretted by 
noxk^huihis creditors.'' , , .. 

Lord Moseley was preparing a reply, 
IV hen Lady Milford entered; tlie rpom^ and 
hoped her Lord was not going to spoil a 
rjBLtional creature :by transforming him inctp 
z, politician. » ^ 

^^ Are rationality and politics, at va- 

! xiance?*' inquired her nephew, 

, *' l^ntirely, my dear Geoi^e, rationa- 
lity, apd socifiibility, and politeness jand 
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all the comtnom cdUrtesres of docnestic Vdk 
are sacrificed— aod for what? jealoosy, 
heart burnuiga, eavy, ahd a thousand 
other bad passions^ which I am suire Me a 
great torment to their possessor. I was 
bewitched after ^irhat I saw at home to 
marry a statesman , who is good for no 
eartbiy thing ^ut of the couosel-chamber^ 
whatever he may b^ in it.** 

" Lady Milford r 

** My I.ord r 

** t hope, madam, you do not iad^ulge 
tfehs sf tte of conversation beyond your owti 
family?'^. 

** Indeed I did. You^ hieard vnt saf 
something Uke it last mght^ George, at 
Lady Bloomley's, in answer tc^ a quesflion 
0t MtB. Dawgles*.^ ^ 

•* What could that woman possibly say, 
Aat required an elucidation of the con-* 
duct of LordMilford?'* 

" Why, ffhci said that your Lordship, 
was greatly altered for the wosse ; tliat sh6 
remem»hered you a poUte^ gay, good-hu- 
meuied; ekature; bat #/M she confessed 
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was a thowand years ago^ and before you 
troubled your head with politics^ or 
gavemments, or any such nonsense.'* 

^' I give your Ladyship credit for that 
speech ; its absurdity betrays the author 
at once/* 

^* As your Lordship's want of breeding 
does its correctness. But though yott 
have tost your cwn^ I am determined yon 
aball not destroy ^ good humensr, so good 
morning. George, I am going to <^att 
lYpoo Lady Mountcastle and your sister, 
and graciously permit you to b^ eidsbeif 

\ to the plainest woman in the pmrfieus of 

' 5t JamesV 

*^ If .any other of yomr seic, my dear 
nuMbun,"' said Moset^V *^ h^ii made aoeb 
a» assertioa^ I sboi»ld< ha^e set it down to 
the scoce of envy, at witnessilig your 
Ladys^>'s mental mp^rim/fiy;^ or, h^ jA 
reached me through iUke medium ot myt 
own, I should have pulled tike man's nose 
though in the presence of my sovereign.'* 
<< You. had botdtv make^ up yonriniAd to 
a more peaceable humour^ Gtofgt, or 



I 
i 



96 FA^JfNV FlT^-YORBl. 

yQur fingers may find full employment 
A$ an instancCi I'll give you a court anec^ 
dote. The first time I was at St. James's 
aft^r our marriage, a stranger thus ad- 
dressed my mother. * Pray, avadam, on 
you tell me who that frightful pig is, now 
speaking to the Queen ? ' ' Yes !' replied 
her Ladyship, ^ that frightful pi^ bad the 
honour of being littered by the fat ^('R! 
you are now conversing with.'* But 
Qome, if we do not make haste their 
Ladyships will he gone out.'* And away 
went this pleasant and gobd humoured^ 

though plain^ wom^li. 

Lady Milford was a general favourite 
with her own sex, because . there was no 
danger of rivalry ; ^nd . with ; . the other, 
because, affecting no pie tensions, she ,was 
the first tp ridicule the want of them; and, 
by such conduct, perhaps, lecciveid mori 
polite attention than the most beautiful 
belle of her acquaintance. 

*. A siipflar circumstance happened to lady Noiih, 
wife of the premier. 
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Lady Mountcastfe and her ^daughter 
were surrouhded by morning visitors of 
both' sexes ; and, when Lady Milford and 
her nephew were announced, they were caf- 
hibiting a pi'ofusibn of rich and costly furs^ 
worn during their residence in Russia. 
Her Ladyship's arrival, however,- caused 
no interruption to the scene ; the owners 
were as eloquent and the ad nii ration as 
fervent as before h^r entrance ; which my 
readers will not be vulgar enough to con- 
strue into disrespect, but to an ease ^nd 
freedom of manner, which our great grands 
mother^ would have called rudeiiess. ' 

" I wish your Ladyship would intro- 
duce: these next winter,** lisped the delicate 
Miss Auburn, " they Would take ama2ing- 
ly, anda la Ru$se become all the mode,'^ 

" The expense and difficulty of pro** 
caring these elegant artides^'* Rejoined Sir 
Lawrence Lounge, *• would effectually 
prevent their becoming vulgar; stnd con* 
liequently distinguish us from the citizens." 

** If dress," said.: Lady Moun teas tie, 
' be the only distinction, I give the citi- 
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mtir jof that a tailor * ^nd a roaOtua^tnat^er 
cannise them to the kvel of a mo^ nobfe 
or » moat fiuissiEuit Bnt;^ to p^e r4nk, 
thereit always attached nobility of n|i«d, 
iaid thut i)i^ diatihgiitth the privileged | 
ofdett inany diesa.^ < > | 

^ ^i I douht that,'* replied Loifd Mofeeley ; 
f^ when I waa ai Caiqahridg^,' twfi of ibo 
most pitifaU mean, di^hQWimrffilf, feUmK9 
yre had amongst w were a I^rd and f^ 
Right H^nourable.^ 

*' And, if .my good sisteri" rejoined 
Lady Milfc^rd,'* wilt go into thje Parl^ next 
Sunday, and 9vfffir me tq point out tei| 
strangers of either sex, she shall nsat^be 
able tb distinguish, frptn their dress, a|>- 
pearanoe^ and behaviour, whether, they 
lite on the East or West side of Tenyde 
Bar/* ' 

^* AyCj there's the misery of it,'* criedl 
^t Lawrence, ^^ that eq^^lily of appears 
ance Is a crying evil whieb our wjse legis- 
lators ought to take into jConaideratipn ; 
and ofmncfa more iikipprtance than the 
pretended abuiies, in ColdrBath-^Fieldfl^ 
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that ridiciUoi^^ pj^ant^ia — Parliai|i|emt^ 
Reform*'' 

*^ Tru^'* replied J^fiif Aubuf% ^^ the 
^€mn^mo4^t¥>wM tb<; prjaon I dare s^^ 
atQ y^ry ^omfort^able^ ^d qiiite u good as 
tlie \^rie^o^fr wfao ^afe; i^e^t the^ deseinre f 
^nd, s|s |o a rfsfomi in p^l^l^e^ I beard 
tny ^t}i8r say, tl^re wa^ pot the sipallest 
nec^si^ for |ty 4&d tfaajt a9body ^is]liis4 
it: bnt a* few 4{^9a^Gjt^ l^ople wbp w:er$ 
the eneroi^ fif tb^ir C9|iptry. { pier%^ly 
agree with Sir Lawrence that there Utqq 
lAttifi distiiictipn pf ^Ki^ iR^ tbe present 
iday« and that b^ rcfprs^ in j^bat at, Jea^t if 
necpssary/' v 

" Certainly,'* rejoieed Lftdy Milford 
8»|3casti?aUyj " If our Icgisl^rs could b? 
persuaded to pass a sjuiqiptuary biw^ s^4 
leave the prisons and otbier frffiing Bh^kfi§ 
[ till on^ could distmgiikby fit ^ gU^ic^^ the 
4ij9fereq€e jb^etwe^ a mhfem^ and siLnor 
b^j it wofkld add to tbeit populariiy amar 
**ringly.- 

^^ And iner^Sf? our lepiUjitipn for. Kpisr 
4Qm and wrtue in the estimation of 

Fa : * 
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foreigners/' added Lord Moseley, in the 

same tone.** 

** I declare," said Lady* Maria, " I 
think every one .ought to dress as they 
please. If trades-people can afford to wear 
lace and jewels, it would be very cruel to 
enact a law against it, and very unjust 
too; bec^se, what they have gained by 
indusl^, is realy and truly their own; 
perhaps, more so, Sir Lawrence, than the 
estates you inherit from your ancestors are 

yoiirs.** 

Lady Mountcastle. called the young 
folks to order, and the conversation . was 

» 

changed by the dowager, Mrs. Ormpnd, 
asking her Ladyship when she had heard 
from her sister Lady Ann Fitz-York ; and 
where ^she had buried herself since the 
death of her husband. j 

"I never hear from^ or know any J 
thing at all about her," answered the Coun- 
tess. " My long absence from England 
prevented the latter; and, as she never* 
thought proper to consult me, when the 
embarrassment of her affairs made advice 
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necessary, . I have treated her neglect as it 
merits, by a total renunciation. I am sorry 
for her, poor thing ! for 'tis no small trial 
of fortitude to descend from the princely 

• establishment they supported^ during Mr. 
Fitz-York*s life, to a paltry five hundred 
a-year, which I am told is the extent of 
her income. Her daughter must be a 
young woman by this time, and I hope 
Lady Ann has prudence enough, to eduqiate 
bet with notions as humble as her fortune-** 
_ . *• My * pso6r Aunt ! " said Lady Maria^ 
Mrjth a sigh, '' How ailectionately she 

[ treated me when I was a child, and hoM^ 
dearly I loved her little Fanny." t 

*• And yet,** returned Lord Moseley, re- 
proachfolly, ^' this is the first time either 
mother or daughter have occurred* to yoilr 

* 

recollection.^ I think, if agreeable to Lady 
Mountcastle, you ought to invite Fanny 
to town.** 

** You think,'* replied his mother^ " like 
a silly ypung man. What could I possibly 

do with Fanny 'Fitz-York ? \ should not 

« 

have courage to Introduce an unpolished 
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tustic into my circle, aikl I^ady Ann-votM 
never isufFer her to appear a<i^ ai btftoHble 
companion; neither, indeed, should I ^ike 
so near a relatioii in that cfapadty.- Noi 
no; let her vegetate in ber native ii»iod%, * 
irh^re five fiundred a-year will give her 
consequence, and^ f^erfaaps, <:aptivate^ ^6 
heart of a Devonshire *Squire, or the trillagc 
attorney.** 

Lady Maria's apparent inr^mtit-ifde,^-^ 
her t formerly lieioved imttt Ktid^ ckMiliti, 
sprang from^ no depi^atvity of tfiind^^ %at 
had its sotiroe m the^ '4hdugh(lei»siles6 ^ <(3^ 
youthy buoyant with bealtk^nd ^ro&rpei4^, 
and newly -arrived in a^iceu:iitry "^Beits 
sniilftog eongratulatioM j^reeted her at-every 
eum^ aB^ ][>pofaBsfons o^l^ve or:frretid^M[i 
flbwed sp0*it4i»buslyj frttto the lips -df 
dl^er seic, at'her approach. Bfit, thus a^c- I 
ddcntally recalled Ho her themory • sfee de^ i^ 
termined to address Lady Ann, and^, if 
possible, obtain leave to pay her a visit. 
The latter request was, however, positively 
prohibited^ and the former gt^ted wltb a 

• . ■ * 

very iii grace/ and a provisfion'that itithonld 
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n^t be repeated.. " For," continoed Lady 
Mou&teastlei *' Mrhat end caa it answer V 

*' It wifi at Jeast shew gratitude^ aiad a 
prd|>er aense of my auut's forlmer kindness/' 
answered her da^glil«r. . . 

** I have frequently reprimanded' you^ 
Lady Maria> for making use bf these obso- 
iettt' tepAs. ^ Titles of consanguii^Hy aVden- 
cirely exploded by people of fashiony and 
gibnetattf admitted to- be vulgarisinsj pro* 
ptAy confindd to the: middliag and lower 
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^ ''I fiMf^'' retried Mrd .Moseley, wbei 
had just joined his «Aother and 8ister» ^tbat 
the? affltctians:M well as .the ft'll^ of btfn- 
sang^uinity are confined ^^ to tibe aiiddlin'g 
classes^ The w^tm-'and gkiwang senbatloins, 
Ba^rally arising ifrom relatiVe connection^ 
are superseded by cold forms and empty 
ceremonies, as repulsive to an ardent mind 
as £be deceptive professions of attachment, 
and the fAlsome oifers of friendship, made 
by people who forget you the moment your 
back 'is turned, and would not heave a sigh 
to hear of your extinction. I rememb6r 
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Lady Ann Fitz- York with pleasure and cc- 
spect; and, as the sister of our mother, 
she is certainly entitled to the affectionate 
attentions of her nephew and niece, even 
were we ungrateful eaough to forget iitr 
early kindness/' .r ' '\ 

*''Wliich, I am sure, I hope I never 
shall/' replied his sister. ** Lady Ann. was 
a mother to me, M'hen my own was Ismt 
away: Fanny, the sweetest and mostia^* 
£ecti6nate child in the world, [loiiiQclip^. 
better than any body, except her* ;Owli 
Mamma,: and. I take great blanfietdimyae^ 
£br so long, neglecting them.'' » ?^ t , 

•• That heglect, ras you calL it," aaid the 
CountesS) ^* first originated iq herself ;. and^ 
^s the two families are now placed ip &ueh 
very different situations,. J do npt sf^ the 
use of interrupting either out own repose 
or theirfi^ by the rene^val of an intimacy that 
C9n answer no end, but to bring^ forward 
retrospections, of an unpleasant nature.^ 

'•Unpleasant, Madam?" 
. ** Yes. ., On her part, by arousing com- 
parisons between her late and present stat6 
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in society, which, if h^r mind is by faabU. 
at all reconciled to, is, certainly a gteat 
pomt gained, and your correspondence 
will only renev unavailing regrets and 
wishes never to be realized.'' 

** When we were in Russia/' said Ix>rd 
Moseley,. ^' your Ladyship mentioned Miss 
Fitz-York in terms of approbation, and 
^as if you would have no objection to call 
her daughter." 

" At that time I conceived her an 
heiress whose splendid fortune would 
place her on a level with our aitgust house, 
and whose education and accomplish- 
ments would add lustre to the highest 
irank.: But Mr. Fitz- York's were either 
nominal possessions, or he contrived to 
make away with them during his life-time, 
for Lady Ann was left a widow with a bare 
subsistence, and she and her daughter 
^v^etale ^t some obscure place in Devon- 
shire, where, I dare say, they kuit and 
spin, spread plasters; and make cordials, 
and 9re otherwise useful to the farmer's 
wives in the neighbourhood." 

F 3 
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<Jc6rge was, however, idlrtctea^to Mt. 
Stfi6tl«nd to bBfaiti Lady Ann's addresi-; 
and/ evtSr SrdeUt inpursruit of what* ft*e 
cohccTved to be his dtrty, next mornhig lie 
walked into the cityv feM I:n6cked at the 
icteor of a respectable looking h6use in Lom- 
<bar3^treet ; wnfortuttalely, Mn Stricdand 
^8 from home. Lady Ann^s address was, 
^however, readilj^ procured frotn one of the 
clerks ; and, he wtis leaving the doot, when 
^a handsome carriage dr6w up, aiid" cu- 
^rlosity for a momteht rlvitfed^ him td the 
spot. But curiosity gave way to adiiii^rai- 
tion, when a lovely young wotrtaii, ititc- 
^resting, from the languor of her cotrfiffe- 
'^nrance and mourning habit,' leaned forward 
'tSo $peik to the' servant j and, at the same 
.imoihent, caught the eye of Lord MoseKy 
" intently fixed upota her. The etobarrass- 
fttent this attention caused was evident 1 
from the sufiiision her before pale face un- 
d^weiit, and, with a bow, as involuntary 
^s respectful, he withdrew. 

* Meanwhile, Lady Maria had written a 
' long and affectionate tetter to her aunf^ 
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attd itfipaffently waited her brother's rc- 
ftimt<) despatch it into Devonshire. But, 
when nearly a fortnight had elapi^d with'«^' 
oat the expected a^sMper, her uneasiness 
equalled her disappointment. Lady Ann 
she thoaght Could' nev*r forgive her long 
silence ; indeed^ it was almost unpardon- 
able; t6 neglect so kind a friend appear- 
ed/^at this ntoment, aii act of the blackest 
^gitititude, and merited what she yet 
Presided, a total renunciation. Loi'd 
^M^ley warhtii slitter's sole confidant aad 
£Oihfortcr, for Xady Ann and her family 
-iwre a prohibited subject with the higher 
^powers, ^since the conversation before re- 
<riC£d^ and endeavmired to inspire her with 
-hbpe^i h\it} day after day, th6 postman's 
double kiioek mised^ expectations, which 
.^i^epe ^sfrequet^tly disappointed, atid, at 
the end of a i^dnth^ every hope expired* 
- One ^moFnili^^'tt|fottt this period, Lady 
Milfo)fd called; aild Was shewn into her 
mtGe*i 4ressiag^F6otn, Whoin she found 
tdte^^tete -wkh her brother. Afiet the 
usual s^utja£ioiiis^^'^ My dear Greorgc and 
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Maria,'* cried this go6d->huinouired womaa,* 
^* I am contre fbr the avowed purpose of 
smuggling*" ' 

'' Madam !'' exclaimed the brotl^r ajid 
sister. 

* - You may look surprised, but if s a 
fact.'' - 

'* Smuggling what, my dear aunt ?'' 

^^ Not laces or cambrics, but infornria* 
tion. Since I became a member of the 
illustrious hou3e of Grovenor, J have vam- 
ly questioned my Lord about Lady Ami 
Fitz-York. Your mother, the Countess,, 
is equally incommumcable ; and, as report 
speaks favourably of my sister-in-^law, >i 
wish to ki^ow what heinous misdemeanour 
she has cominitted that her nearest r^ 
tives not only shun her acquaintance and 
correspondence, but almost hold it a crime 
tp mention her.-r:What has she, done ?-*- 

m 

*^ Everything that is gQo(t and kind;^ re^ 
plied. Maria, ** When my parents went rtp 
Russia, at which period Mr* Fits- York 
was living, their house wajiiny home^ aud 
I was treated with a tenderness and Jibe^i 



n&ty no tiiM can ^ace from my mind. 
Their daughter, a beautiful and engaging 
child, was dear to me as a sister, and held 
fQrih a. promise of supenoir excellence both 
of person and mipd. At the death of my 
iinele, Lady) Ann and. Fanny were left in 
narrow circumstances, and that, I believe, 
is the' only crime to be alleged against 
thcw." 

. ;f' And,a in <he catalogue of human 
^M^ts,- SiS^d the Countess^ ^' ) that is one 
of the least ea^ly pardoned. We can for^ 
giye envy, hatred, and malice, pride, evil^ 
9peaking, 4iiid . sknder, — but poverty,-*- 
i>opir Lady Aw I , Aud yet, methinks, I 
should lt]&e to .be acquainted with this 
\ i^upSrtzed womfm of qii^idy :--T!?h^ does 
I '/wfe^resde?**; ' - '^o . /-v wi* . 
f i^f " At the Tower of Tremoruf^ in Pisiiirpnr 
, Ipshire,'? replied >G«oirge% . / ' M^ria htwonred 
herself by writing; tO/h^r Laclyship a. month 
ago } bwt, ,t^ r0ureqwal)ft^rp^se and grief, 

no : answer h^Si heecte rqtlusnfl^:*'' w 

•* She i$,.i:probaJ?i^,::pp a, visit ;'V said 
the :Oou£^t#^,« fr rXboj4gh ;a; broliher and 
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hw- chiM,' it do68 iiiot ifattowiebkiiwhlV 
|iedpile should c^p^ mz^^thy^^^VKSLmpii; 

idai»,- 6r be bla^<nifecl>!tt l>«l^r6J:<f^ t^eeragi, 

P^wfed Icriow how ti^^^stitttate worth arid 

Halbnt; atod to dirtinguish goodness, thcmgh 

deprived of the extrinsic advftntagei^ of 

ifyftune. If I^er^'i yoBn*g toai^df 4ieisure, 

4*teydu, 'GeoFg^, I should baVe kiii^h^ 

*ci¥atitfy chough- *o • go in ^starch of thfe 

'g66d<:aunt and co^sid^ who would^'<}ottbK- 

is^S,^ h& gratified by tbe^ pro^r tUmktHti 

,t)f «W jtkiiiftoi part^f tlie family, 4hiftWgh 

Ha seniors havci 8 tt^figelyi retfoKno^d khea^^* 

^" ^* Wbiild iidft that be ruBfning^bottttt^ 

to the wishes of Lady Mountfeastle ;^ 

tjflgd^^l^ttria.-*'' ■-'/"^» • ■• - '''i 'r^.; iA/' 

b^'<< Whleri there are ntt i^asi^nkbld or prb^ 

*]iJ*k* ground for sueh ^ifebwj*' ^Wplifed Elttdy 

tj\ftl£>^,^^< to: enmntag^'therA ii'«^ b^c^m 

accessary in €he dVtt>' fer fkiiiSiy-^disdehtion 

certainly is an evil^ aiid^s^ldom ends with 

tht iWdi^iduab w cbniendibg, but is 
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Handed" diftiwiV'to posttfrily wlth'^ bftfet- 
ntsi'Sm fSneoiir as 'disgraceful 'as it 'iJ 
•wifktd. 'i Without nieartiiig fo KbiVdth^f 
•Lkdy Mdunftcd^le- or my puissaht'I;ord| 
I shtfiild^ttot \^6hder'if this despised sist4 
^ks thfl best of ' the fatnily, U)eeause sh6 Is 
said to resemble her late br6th^ 'Frederick, 
aHd he wais; uniVefsafly'adriliWd, is ii'than 
\)f strong sense, great talent, and ttiitdth'^ 
Wion persdtial endrtw'metits." 
;^"' He* wks alHliat,** rejoined Mos6F*y, 
**' arfd, If possible, more than your La;dy- 
ship has heard; T remember his visits to 
'tne, both at schddl and after 1 removed tb 
Cambridge, >^ith mingled stdmiratioil' attd 
reg'r^t, and the greiit breach tna^de ^fn 
sbdety by hri losis( mUsC cfver be deplored. 
Lady Ann Ktz-'fofk I have little reta)6m- 
brance of ; manjjr concomitant circuih'staA- 
fces preverited our meeting' since' I was 
quite a child, blit her kindness to Miria 
excite* aiiv^^ly' interest in the fate of both 
her Ladyihi^ ktid'Fihiiy.'' ' ' 

The. brother and sister dwelt with plea- 
sure on the advice of Lady Milford. It 
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was so consonant to the wishes of eadi, 
that little rdlection seemed to convince 
^ ''them of its justice ; and, a$ both Families 
^intended leaving town in a few days, 
George decided upon a visit into Devon- 
shire, 'ere he joined his parents and Mark, 
at Castle-Priory, 

Lords Mountcastle and Milford, du- 
ling the last month, had had frequent pri- 
vate interviews with George; but, whether 
they were wanting in the arts of persua- 
sion,^ or he mistook their motives, certain 
It is^ tfiey made little progress in convin- 
cing his judgment. The Peers spoke in 
high terms of a family compact, and the 
advantages of unanimity, from which 
wealth and honours would flow in a shape 
tfmgible a,nd lasting; th^- young Lord res*' 
pectfuUy promised to turn the pro's anid 
C9li'$ in his mind during tl^ summer y^CMr 
tioUi but acknowledged himself at present 
tOQ indolent to study the intricacies qf 
government, and too independent to join 
tytn d^fanuly partjf. 
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.»ArT the time.appoint^^ 'M^^Strictkitid 
anpive^ in 'DcvQpshrpe, * ,1^ut ^fattnd' I«dy 
jfl^im JjndJier fatally wwe^gone to ;tbe par*. 
^MgPi to :cekbrat€ th^ l)irtb-ciay of the 
twins, f^ioiv eight y.^ars old. A9 Mr.^^ar 
v^idifih aiid |)€ ^sr^ffCi .(sjfi t^b^ mo3t 'sociable 
fbotingi hefpikt^edh\aft\endB,y atidfbund 
a large party taking their afternoon bev^ 
ruge under the fiipreadiiSg branches of -an 
oak, which ornaipented the front of this 
truly primitive ipansion. The circle; con^ 
sisted of the senior Mr. Cavetidish, a man 
of robust mak^ with a clear ruddy coin- 
plexion, and all the members of his family, 
namely^ the attorney from Exeter, the 



114 1FANNT FiT2-T0RiC. 

apothecary from Rockbampton, our worthy 
curate, Rosette and Julia, and the two chil- 
dren whose natal day was the ostensible 
object of the meeting ; besides Lady Ann^ 
Fanny, and Henry Tudor ; and, to com- 
plete the group,- Miss Su^ntia Simpkin, by 
whose express desire the jubilee was given, 
** because,'* ^e said, ** Georjge Siinpkin 
and Georgiana Simpkin were now old 
enough to do credit to her care and ihstruc* 
tkm; andshe^wjshiefd th« Whoi« f^inily to 
tog^tv-witwete td'ii'' ToMytikm^i^let 
eafci httd beefl df iif6 Yno^t de^d^ffkidd' 
and did h^r ample credit; for, ^16 cbitdTeti 
W6i^.heale% and strong, ^e^tn and'iieal!^ 
dod so beautiful a likeness of tk6b dibtr; 
that habit alone distinguished &eorgi^from 
€teOrgiaiia. * - ->'. : ^ 

' Fanny wa;s the first to descry Mr. Strict- 
fend af he advance(J thi*oUghd shady walk/ 
contrived by ILady Attn tb'^facititMeUhe 
intercourse betwein thetWtfftikilJei,^'itfd' 
bounding across tl* la^n ^as ihstatitly iii 
his embrace; Henry, "k^o iiptltat mOiHfeite 
was s^jfjyiig ijffisfe S&is«riii4PSftfl^i'ii-^tlt 



water,' from an um i;vhichsto6d aShfef rigRl 
hatid, forgot his employment; t?he eyds of 
tht whole p^rty were involutttdriry turned 
tfiwfirds the welcome intruder; and the 
tea-pot, the water, every thing was fdrgot- 
ten, till a scream from the spinster ifecalled 
their iattention ; when, behold ! the boiBiig 
contents of the urn overflowed the tray ; 
aftf^ Misis Susanna Simpkin^ the only per- 
idh who retained her seat, received the su- 
]^fflfiify in h^r lap. v^ 

•'-Tatigiicfe'Was hot one .of Miss Simpkiii'^ 
9im^,eir^n'm the tofftnidn occuttei^cei 6t 
life; judge then how far it availed on Ihis 
iE^liJig occasion. She jumped from the 
eMe,r-ira?Ied at Harry for his careles&rtiss, 
•-^^bn'dered. hef^ brdtheMn-laW ccrtitd not 
hate fdreseeh the result of such indecidfdus 
commotion,^ — obliquely blamed Mr, Strict- 
land fbr coming u^on^ them una\^ares, — 
attd, 'filially, declared' herself scalded to 
death. ' 

Lady Alin sensSbly a;live to distress in 
anyrorm; arid pitying iie'eakness which arose 
eveft fi('6m' fand^d -flls, dffrt-ed evefv' assist- 
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,ance in ber power to relieve those of Miss 
Simpkin, ivhdm she advised immediately 
to retire and change her wet garments, 
adding, *^Miss Cavendish will perform the 
honours of the tea-table till your return^ 
when I am sure Mr. Strictland will amply 
apologize for being the original cause of 
your distress " 

" I think I ought to be the first to apo- 
logize, Miss Si mpkin,** added Fanny; '' for 
the joy of seeing my dear guardian made 
mp fprget the tea-pot, though I saw it was 
nearly fyll, and observed Henry's attention 
directed another way." . > 

, V I should wonder if it ha4not,'' rejoined 
Mr. Strictland. " He must be a pretty 
milk-sop to confine his eyes to a tea-table, 
when there were three lovely young wo- 
men surrounding it.** 

After Luke had restored the table to its 
original order and neatness, the conversa- 
tion became general. Farming, politics, 
the weather, underwent discussion; and 
they were just commencing a theological 
controversy, when Miss Susanna Simpkin 
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returned, having left her ill humour with 
her wet clothes in the house, and hopied 
Mn Strictland had had a pleasant journey ? 
1 ** Madam, I thank you, quite pleasant, 
and not without adventure.'* 

^^' Indeed ! pray tell us guardian : it was 
an agreeable one I am sure, by your 
looks." 

'^ Ves; one was agreeable, but I met 
with two, and Lady Ann has an interest 
in both/' 

" Then you cannot wonder that I am 
impatient for the recital," replied her La- 
dyship. " Pray explain.** . ^ 

** About five weeks ago, a handsome 
young man called in Lombard^street for 
your Ladyship's address.'* 

** Did you know him ?" 

^' I was from home, which I dare say 
prevented the disclosure of his name. But 
my head clerk, who has frequently seen 
letters directed into Devonshire, satisfied 
his inquiry, and I beard no more of him. 
Did your Ladyship receive a London letter 
about that period ?" 
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f' Nqj^/fQfn aay pprrespon^eiit that ati- 

c " T)^"^ J l?pl^vfi J am* myself tl)p beam 
of jt JPa§f nfgh^ I slept at Marlborough; 
and, ere I lefttny, be4 jt^fs ^oriringy a b«^g 
pioi^^ioiog Je^fep wj^ ^r/>p^ht to t|ie inn 
by » €pH»trj?ft>^n, ivho, going ito work ma 
stone quarry, found it, injured outwaidly 
hyjhfi j^^jfnpfi, l^ut all t}je letters entire. 
Qf i^^r^ thi? story, was intrpduce4 witli 
my breakfast; and, going into tfoebar t;Q 
]mn ^Jthv ^^ttipuyif^f I saw, amongst 
t^^ ipfJtefp spriead upron a table, on^ direct*^ 
ed for Lady Abu Kte-Vork. As there 
mmi^i^fi^yfio inclpsure, ^v4 being well 
IfSipyfffL <^t ^liis boi}se, I obtained leave to 
Jbe the bearer, and here it UJ" 

'^ Here endeth ady^tiirie |t]^ firist, guar- 
tjliftu*; . . fifqw for the sepond." , 
1 ," Aye^ nay Iftve, pow fpr the second; 
ipfaich» ill. faot, ought to have bad precer 
detlttSi. beuftijsfl it happened prior to the 
on6>IJ)av4 bfen relating. As I waited a|; 
^fading ^n a change of horses, a cqaeh 
and four, attended by a chai|se and several 
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outri4^s,^rftvcd;i*B^,/M^iiig an unfipmr 
njpn niU} of pqstjpg tlj^day^ A^J^iidlard 
was one pair of horses short .pf tbe poiot 
pj^ent t^ese l^&(;.C9mers. expected*. The 
fro^nn* where I i&al; eating oiy ^j^ndwicb was 
Qlose tp the gp,tew»y, ^n^y, the dopr b0w>g 
ajiffiW^ot^Uy 4 jar, J wa? invplunlaril^ nia^ 
{k. ()%itnf /sf^ tp tl^ convjsrsa^pn, carried oq 
l>y p^?|)arty in a lojid haughty key, ;^s if 
in contrast to the humiliating subn^i^sipq 
of the )9ndiorfi> : %i^ tb^ gppjdr)iuaio)ifed 
observations uttered in a^ f^fpj^V^-. ypicie* 
* 1 1^ you,felIpiwr>; said ^ greatf roa^i,- >' I 
901 not to hie.4&t9iped pn ^be rpad by your 
W9f^t of hoisM^ Why don^l; ypu bay 
more? A pretty business, H^deed, tb^$ a 
n^bleman^ journey should be de^yed 
throiigb your fEfSri^les^ness/ "; 

f' I humbly beg ypur p^rdpn, my Lord/ 
said apother yoiice;. ^ b^% ipdeef^,. the ac- 
cident, is owjng^ to 1^0 {Carelessness, or s^ 
lapk of hprsei^i pf >)7bicb I hav^ many 
more than we generally have occasipQ, for ; 
bat, the run has , beieo so unco^^only 
great tonlay^ that, except fpiir fot youv 
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Lordship's cafriage, and one pair VJrderc^ 
by a gentleman, there is hot another to be 
had in town.* . ' • 

*• Let the ^eii^/cmii» wait/ said the first 
speaker. ^ If he have leisure to travel 
iirith a pair of horses, his business cannot 
be very urgent* Tfll him Lord Milford 
requires the sacrifice; if it be any, and 
doubtless he will yield to my superior 
claims/ • : : 

' Lady Ann smiled, a* she repeated, "my 
brother exactly/* • .; . 

•* Your Lady sMp,*' coiitinued Mr. Strict- 
land, y may suppose my surprise at the 
name, though 1 before thought the /owe 
rather familiar.'* .![...-. 

■' * Indeed, my Lord/ replied a»«wect'fe- 
male voice, * your demand ii unreasonable. 
Though the gentleman have leisure to^ tra- 
vel 'with a pair, he is doubtless as anxious 
to Continue his jouniey as we are; and, 
jjerhaps, itiay be itiuch'more inconvenien- 
ced by delay.' •- 

. • That IS' the marfs owii concern/ said 
the Peer, * iftwhjch, I trust. Lady Milford 
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can have littfe interest. Go, fcllowj rfeport 
our situation, and say we cannot be delay- 
ed/ At the conclusion of this sentence t 
left my hiding-place, — became visible td 
the contending group, — arid beheld symp- 
toms of recollection in his Lordship's irri- 
tated countenance. Without, . however, 
betraying a similar recognition, I address- 
ed mine host; * Landlord^ is the carriage 
ready?* • ' 

* Y — es, your honour. But, Lord Af 11- 
ford, if it could be done without material 
inconveniencey wishes to be accommoda- 
ted ^' ' . —^ 

* No doubt his Lordship ought, to be 
accommodated, but certainly not at my 
expense.* . . • 

* Mis— ter— a — Strictlaind I think is 
you'f' name/ I bowed. * Lady Milford 
and I have no wish to be detained here; 
Bot, as you, Jfcfw/er Strictland, hkd previ* 
ously ordered the horses which can ajdnci 
expedite our journey, 1 thought, perhaps, 
in cotnpltment to the kdy, you would re- 
liriqiriish them/ ; 

VOL. r. G 



' t certainly, my Lor^ would do a 
great deal to accommodate a lady ; and^ 
if Lady Milford ina^es it her own particu** 
laf request — ^■^■^' 

* You will have gailantry enough/ k- 
ptied her Ladyship, ' to prefer my cottt«*' 
nience to yoar own.' 

* Certainly, madam; though^ to excuse 
nayself for the failure of my appointmetil 
with Lady Ann Fitz-York, I must of neccs^ 
fiity implicate your Ladyship/ 

' My dear Sir, are you really going to 
visit our amialj^e but discarded si&terr' 
' Lady Milford!' 
' My Lord !' 

* What is Lady Ann Fitz-York to you?' 

* Why, truly, nothing at present; but, 
I hope the time may come, when she will 
Twk me in tl^ nuniber of her friends ; till 
when, my good Sir,, bid her prepare a cor- 
ner 9i her heart for one, disposed, from rc- 
port" " . ' 

^ M^a,mt' 

* N^ ^wr report, my LorcJ> — to mv«re 
her and love her Fanny. And now> Mr. 
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Stnctlan49 proceed on your jonrnay. I 
would BAt add another disappointment to 
the mind already lacerated by fortune's 
vicissitudes and family neglect^ although' 
the alternative doomed us to continue here 
the remainder of our lives.' 

* Nor would I, Madam,! I repiifid^ 
^ after this declaration,, ma^ke use of the 
horses if they can in the smallest degree 
contribute to your Ladyship's accommo- 
ciaUon.' 

^ Landlord/ cried the selfish Lord MiU 
fordy ' ordec. the boirses to the servants 
carriage; this gentleman is wiUing t& re* 
linquish them.' 

' Hold I my Lord/ said I; 'loZady 
iMiJford i am willing to relinquish theniy 
but not to Lord Milford's ser'&dmta.^ 

* Well, well, the obligation shall be ail 
her Ladyship's*' 

' I beg your pardon, my Lord,' said the 
Countess, * but there is^ no occasion ^ for 
your wife to submit to ohligation in th^ 
present instance. There are horses, enough 
for our own carriaige, let tha servants fol-^ 
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low when they can be supplied without 

incurring favours you seem unwiHing to 

« 

acknowledge/ 

" To mak& short of my story, I left the 
great folks to proceed on their journey in 
the mariner most agreeable to themselves, 
after Lady Milford had whispered her 
affectionate love to her good sister and 
niece." '" 

" And Lord Milford made not the 
slightest inquiry after nie or Fanny ?" ob- 
served Lady Ann. 

' ** He said not a word that bespoke the 
least interest in either mother or daughter;" 
replied Mr. Strictland. 

" Callous ! hard hearted ! selfish man ! 
what could induce a woman of Lady Mil- 
ford's apparent sensibility to unite herself 
to such a mass of arrogance and apathy? 
By the bye, is she so remarkably plain as 
you once suggested." 

" Had she encountered my sight before 
my ears had been assailed with the most 
dulcet tones I ever heard, I should un- 
doubtedly have set her down for the plain- 
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est woman in England. But, after hearing 
the sweetest voice in the world deliver 
sentiments so congenial with my own, you 
will not wonder that I overlooked the de- 
fects of her face, in my admiration of the 
transcendant qualities of her i^ind. In 
short, I am convinced Lady Milford will 
create respect, and sentiments nearly allied 
to love, when nine-tenths of our merely 
pretty women will be overlooked, or at 
best only viewed as beautiful pictures that 
gratify no sense but the eye." 

"^ I. wish .much ' to be acquainted M-itli 
this phoenix,*' said Lady Ann. *' But w« 
engross the conversation without thinking 
of our respectable frfends. Come my 
good Sir/' addressing the old gentleman, 
** you have patiently attended to my family 
concerns, and I am now ready to grant 
you or yours the like indulgence* As to 
the young folks, they may amuse them- * 
selves wiftli a walk, only keeping in view 
the hour of nin«, when I uhall return to 
the Tower." 
. After the departure of our youthful 
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fri^mis, tinft elder Mr. CaTendisb, a shrewd, 
sensible, plaiti spoken man, inlbrn^ed Lady 
Ann of an arrangement settled previous to 
her* arrival ; namely, that he should make 
the parsonage his future residence, and 
permit Jwlia to accompany her brother to 
Exeter ; who having no present intentioti 
to marry, and being much from home, 
wanted a confidential person to mana^ 
his domestic concerns. Lady Ann thought 
the 'plan a good one, with a ^ngle excep* 
tion. The attorney urged his ^ wn frequent 
ahdence as a plea for Julia's presence; so 
it was a strong one on his part; but would 
not the situation on that score be hazard* 
ous for a young, a lovely, an attractive 
female^ brought up in retirement, and a 
stranger to the arts and deceptions prac-* 
tised in great cities, by the profligate of 
ekher sex? The man of law thought theie 
could be no danger: — ^he had the ranity to 
say, he Was both known awi respected by 
a large body of acqxtaiiitance, whose cocrn- 
tenance would be a guarantee for his dstet^'s 
safety ; besides, his very proiessibn drew a 
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circle round her, the vicious and deceptive 
would tremble to enter. 
- The father and brothers were a little 
staggered by Lady Ann's observation ; but 
it was at length agreed that Julia should 
tetum with the Lawyer, on the morronf^ 
for a few weeks, at least, leaving the per- 
manency of her establishment to a fniture 
decisioiu For^ though educated by the 
strictest rules of morality, and, in every 
scsDM of the word, a modest, well-behaved 
young woman, there was a plajrful liveit- 
Bess in her manner, a yielding indecision 
of character^ which rendered her subject 
to art and design, unless controuled by a 
stronger and more dispassionate head than 
ber own. George's powei^ of mind were 
not of this class ; his disposition was too 
sknilar to Julia's, to be either a safe or 
{Hrof)er guardian; but^ as this was unsus- 
l^ected at fiockhampton and the Parson* 
age, the brother and sister departed for 
Exeter, equally pleased with t|j||e arrange* 
ment. 
Iiady Ann^ the moment she reached the 
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Tgwer, retired to a private perusal .of -her 
letter; and, notwithstanding Lady Maria's 
long; apd^ she could not. help thinking, .un- 
grateful neglect, this late proof of her still 
cherrshed attachment, was as consoling^ as 
unexpected. , She saw, with the eye of her 
jiiind, the same interesting simphcity .of 
character, -T- the saii)6 pre-disposition "to 
gppdnes$,— r,wbich, previous to hex inigra-i 
tion, h^jd i:eftd^r<?d her aJttio«t as dear as 
he^; own fatherless gjrh The mention mzdc 
qf her nephew , was equally gratifying, 
tecause it convinced l^er ei.tber. that hs^dy 
JVJpuntcastle had ceased to ynentitrn her 
name with disrespect, or that George and 
Maria were i^ninfluenced .by^ their panents 
haughty pride, and, as it respected herself, 
undeserved contumely. 

That any brother and sister could treat 
the amiable, the sensible,, the unassuming 
Lady Ann with contumely, and an aver- 
^ipn bordering on hatred, will . appear, at 
the first g||nce, unnatural; and unnatural 
such conduct would be, in the middle 
class of society, where the virtues are in 
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high cultivation; but, in the breasts of 
Lord Milford and Lady Mountcastle, the 
heart-cheering blessings of affinity vanished 
before pride, ambition, and power. Be- 
sides, Lady Ann was a child when th^se 
tw^o consequential personages were study- 
ing self-interest, and the haut ton, amidst 
the contagious atmosphere of a Court, 
where the social affections are kept in due 
subordination, — where apathy and simula- 
tion are substituted for sensibility and sin- 
cerityy — and the energies of the mind 
paralized by cold forms and empty cere- 
monies; consequently, those attachments, 
formed in infancy, had recdved no cul- 
ture, aiid, in some measure, accounted for 
their subsequent conduct. 

Lady Ann, in addition to the pleasure 
derived from her niece's letter, reflected, 
with heart-felt delight, on the kind mes- 
sage of Lady Milford. To be an object of 
consideration to such a mind, afforded 
, ample compensation for the studied cold- 
»eS8 of her brother, and gave animation to 
a coytitenance always beaming with good- 
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nessy but now iFradrnted with a glow fb&t 
seemed almost divine. 

On her Ladyship^ appeafance in the 
drawing-room, she gav<2 Maria's lettf^ to 
her daughter, and, thanking Mr. Strict- 
land for being the welcome bearer, desired 
her to read it aloud, which the delighted 
girl did, in accents that would have ssitii- 
fied the most fastidious. 

* 

Berkley-square, LondofI, 

July 1, 1811. 

** My dear, my revered Aunt, 

*^ In what language shall I venture Co 

deprecate your anger, or how attempt alQ 

apology for what cannot be defended ? 

Like a criminal, bowing before his jndge, 

so I bend before mine in mitigation of 

punishment, or rather, intreat that mewy 

may supersede justice. With a less exalted 

opinion of Lady Ann Fitz^ York, I had not 

hazarded this- appeal ; but knowing lm# 

few equal, — that none surpass her in ck- 

mency,— and that a t^nfessicm of errc»* is 

one step towards reforto,--J(&row myself 
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at her feet, with a firm hope that tbe 
olive-branch will be extended, and that 
I may once more he received as a second 
daughter. 

" GeoYge, the best of brothers, is anxi- 
6«B to be known to your Ladysiiip and 
my dear Fanny, and only warits permission 
to kiss your hands. If I vere of \m in* 
di^endent ^ex, a horse, swift as the 
wind, shonld bear me into Devonshire; 
that,, from your Upa, I might hear my 
doom, instead of waiting the iriow return 
of the mail j but, as I wear a petticoati — 
alma, a badge of sUnvery,--! must yield, 
though reluctantly, to imperious neces- 

"Tell Fanny, I hope there is onelittie 
corner of her heart unoccupied, and that 
she will permit me to be its tenant ;-*-if it 
JWBS not too presuming^ I would beg, at 
leadt, a seat in the aame habit-ation. for 
George I but, doubtless, it » already filled 
by those who knew its value, whilst we,T^ 
careless of the blesaing,rTr>aegiiected to put 
m fmr claim. A ^speedy and conciliating 
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answer, can alone speak peace to my dear 
Aunt's dutiful and truly affectionate 

Maria Mountcastle.* 

"I wish, my dear Mother, your charming 
niece would indulge us with a visit at Tre- 
. iQorne. I love her already, for the. manner 
in which she mentions you ; and freely ofier 
her the whole of my heart, except that oc^ 
cupied by the present company, and Mr« 
Cavendish, and Julia, and the little Simp* 
kins, and—" 

"Proceed, my loye.'* > 

/ ■ * I believe I have mentioned all the jlr^ 
per objects of my attachment." 

" Surely you have no improper attach- 
inents." 
, '' That I am sure oC 

" Then why that. hesitation ?" 
;. " I was going tt) mention Harry Tudor; 
hut, as he is a young man, and no relation, 
I thought, perhaps, there was an impro- 
priety in it/' 

*' By no means. Henry Tudor is a very 
good young man, and, in ithat light. 



■«ip 



Y FITZ-YORK. 133 



entitled to the respect and esteem of all 
discerding people, whether allied to him 
by ties of consanguinity, or, what is of 
more weight, a perfect knowledge of his 
worth/' 
^ Lady Ann was uneasy, on her nieccfs 
account, at the delay of her letter, because 
her mind would naturally be M*n' an uneasy 
state of suspense, which there was no im- 
mediate prospect of dispelling. It was now 
the mitidleof July, the family had certainly 
left London, and Lord Mountcastle's coun- 
try residence was unknown. To obviate 
th^s difficulty,- she on6e thought of inclosing 
her answer to Lady Milford^ but the want of 
good breeding^such a liberty would betray, 
deterred her; besides, her ignorance of the 
Hgbtin which the t^^o families beheld eacH 
other, was a more forcible objection even 
than the former; and as, Mr. Strictland 
plnmised, on his return to town, to get the 
necessary information, a further delay wai 
unavoidable." ' ' 

After dinner, on the following day, the 
three ladies and Mr. Strictland^ in fiady 
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A&n'^ CQ4<?hi with ow attendant, JeiftTfe^ 
mqrne, on theif route to £xeter, where tbey 
intcBded to remaiu ih^ subse^uetit day, in 
prder to 3liew Fanny ti^ natjoral 4>eaii(de0 
atid artificial curiosities of the piiQcipfal 
City in th^ We$t of England. A$ tb^y 
ci^osaed the handsome stone bridge, be* 
Bfiath which floirs the river Exe, a crowd 
njAf^Qted their atte7»tion> in the midst of 
wbifi^h a{>peared two ituierant mufiicmii^ 
one grinding an organ, theather, afemaliv 
limbing .a tanabonrine. As the tnoib noad^ 
way for the caarriage, a pow dog, dressed 
IB a sailor's jacke<» was a wk wa,rd \y atteoifit- 
i$^ wha<t nature never designed it to pcr^ 
forin> the evolutions of a dance, zad^ 
fi^9e^ing4y exhawtetd with the business fff 
tbe <]ay, routed the feelings of the wh^i^ 
pa^rty. 

A «igbt of this nature was, to Fannyv 
an1;irely new, and, consequently, an 4>bjtct 
o/cujio^ty. But when she saw the little 
creature, with every exertion, could scareely 
inatntaiiQ its natural position, and that each 
£uhire was attendefi with a^ooufge, she 
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tamed from the disgusting sight, with ab- 
horrence, at the man's brutality, and {Hty 
for the exhausted animal. The carriage 
soon arftemrards stopped at the London 
Inn, and a note was despatched to George 
and Julia Cavendish, requesting their cdm- 
pany to supper, but Fafiny could neither eat, 
nor pay attention to their visilors. In Tftin 
3F«Ha talked of the gaieties of Exeter, and 
the pteasuTes of a town life, the Attorney % 
o^r of: skewing the lions next day, . wad 
disTCgarded,— her guardian's good^hu- 
iDOured sallies passed uxiheeded, — for Eau* 
liy^s thoughts were with the dancing dog^ 
and every other subject af^peared trivial 
sand unimportant. In the midst of a con^ 
versation, interesting to every pn^ eac- 
eept our heroine, who remained abstraofe^ 
edly silent, the waiter entered, with a bill 
0f the play, for the benefit of a favourite 
per:fo!nner, on the following ev>ening. 

*^ AU the world will be iher^,"' said the 
Lawyer, " and if your Ladyship wonid 
honour our theatre, I think I hav^ inlerest 
enough to seciiire a box. 
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** Are your performers in geueralgood ?" 
asked Lady Ann4 

" Capital, Madam." 

** And the piece, — is it a moral one ?** 

" Unexceptionable." 

*^ Then I'll thank you to secure jnc a 
box The young folks will no doubt be 
highly, gratified, and if^ as you say, the 
play is unexceptionable, improved. The 
drama, under proper restrictions, would 
not merely be an innocent amusement, but 
a very high source of edification, and much 
more good might be produced than people 
in general imagine. Were virtue, human- 
ity, and benevolence, held up aS patterns 
of imitation, seconded by the morality and 
good conduct of those who perform them, 
how amiable, how fascinating would be the 
picture, and how deserving of praise the 
artist; but I fear many of the sons and 
daughters pf the stage, exhibit a beautiful 
theory of virtue, without reducing it tp 
practice.'^ 

" My dear Lady Ann,'' said Mr. Strict- 
land, " do you expect players to be bette? 
than Other people r" 
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" Are tbey as goad ?'^ ; : . 

** That is no answer." . . , . 

'* Why, y— es, I think I do. If they 
are people of reflection, the constant ^xhi- 
Jbitioh. of what is good and amiable yill, 
I think, tend to form the manners, and 
give a proper bias to the. mind." . •, » 

" B^^.the same rule, the man or womaja . 
who is ^n the. general habit of studying 
viqiovis. characters, . will, . of coprse, kaA 
jthat\yay, and, in the end, become aj5 der 
^r^yed a$ the monstjer; they represent.*' .; 
, *^My dear Mad^e^^ J have a pretty 
gf n^r^l IsnQwleidg^ of I;QQidon perfotmers, 
and* believe n)e, they are, take them as a 
body, neither better nor worse than the 
rest of mankind; except in the article! of 
fejlow-feeling and charity, and there-*- — '' 

/* I wish I could purchase that dog.!'* 
said a faint yjpice from the sofa. 

*' What dog, my lover "asked Lady 
Ann. 

** The dancing-dog, ray dear Mother." 
The conveir^ation ^as resumed to a }ate 
hour) and, when Fanny met the family at 
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breakfast, next morning, to her ik) less 
surprise than delight, she discovered her 
T«risbed-for treasure, washed and combed, 
and lying on a cushion before the fire* 

To Mr. Strictland our heroine Avas in* 
debted for tlii« unexpected favour. He 
watched her countenance, during the ani* 
nal's awkward performance, and beheld 
faer shudder at every lash applied by iti 
atibumaa^ master ; yet these would have left 
no luting impression, had not her loss of 
appetite, and succeeding depression, con* 
vi^ced him that the uneasiness lay deeper 
tiian he had first imagined ; and that n^ 
possible gratiBcation could exceed the 
emancipation of this four-footed slave. 

Fanny could eat no supper for utieasi* 
ness; and a contrary sensation deprived 
her of aU appetite for breakfast, i^hich was 
bountifully. bestowed upon her new fa^^our 
rite* tts <Jirty draggled appearance the 
preceding evening, carried no letter of te* 
commendation, bat, cleai>edand distobed 
of its unseemly attire, it was discovered to 
be an itiimal of superior beauty,* of the 
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French breed, with hair white as wool 
and soft as silk. The purchaser had omit- 
ted to inquire its name, but that was easily 
remedied ; and, when the lawjrer and his 
sister paid their morning respects, this ad- 
dition to their society was formally in tro* 
d^ced by the appellation of Pet. i^ 

After viewing every thing this ancient 
city afforded worthy the attention 6f tra- 
vellers, and dining with George and Julia 
Cavendish, the party repaired to the play. 
^ttnny and Rosette had never seen a cdm- 
plete well dressed drama, in a regular 
theatre, and, that the novices might have 
every satisfaction one performance could 
produce, they took possession of their box 
toon after tlie doors opened j that, having 
leisure to examine the house before their 
attention * was engaged by the company, 
their contemplation of these minor objects 
might not interfere with the interest of the 
play. 

As might naturally be expected, the 
y^ang folks were delighted with every 
thing they nw; but, when, an excellent 
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jbapd struck up the overture, Fannj^'s rap- 
tures plainly indicated th^t the sense of 

» 

Jhearing superseded that of sight. Her ear 
was correct, her taste refined ; a beautifol 
composition of Haydn's was never played 
before a more attentive auditor, and, when 
the music ceased, her regret was audible, 
apd attracted the contemptuous notice, of 
several over-dressed females in ;aa adjoining 
box. . 

■a V ■ • 

. /* La! ho%v valg^r,'- said one. 

** The first appearatice of some farmer's 
yvife and daughters,** replied another. 
.*V Aye, one may plainly tell' they are 
nobody," rejoined a third, " People of 
consequence would never have appeared 
here on a full night in their travelling 
dresses.*' 

" And yet Cavendish is their escorit, 
and he has too much pride to chaprone no^ 

bodies.'' » 

These observations called forth a snoile 
from Lady Ann and Mr. StrictlaDd; but, 
the two young friends looked, m they felt, 
•»— mortified j particularly Rosette, who 
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beard a fault attributed to her brother she 
was no way conscious he deserved. The 
stage now drew their attention from their 
unpleasant neighbours ; and, it is needless 
to say, that the Foundling of the Forest, 
well, performed, absorbed every feeling 
within itself. The scenery, the dresses, 
the music, laid such powerful hold on the 
imagination of our heroine, that, till an 
overture proclaimed the end of the act, 
she could not be persuaded but all she saV 
and.'beard was reality. The idea of fiction, 
after the first scene, was entirely done 
away, and severe was her mortification to 
be convinced of the contrary. Lady Ami, 
though interested in a great degree, could 
nottentirely withdraw her attention from 
her daughter; who, on the contrary, had 
fto' eyes, no ears, • for. Any thing but the re- 
presentation ; and was so much involved 
in the story, that she heard riot the titter- 
ing remarks of the femalg triumvirate, 
who were more, than ever confirmed in- the 
vulgarity of the party, by their uridiVidfeci 
attention to the busfnfess of the stage. Mr: 
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StricUaodi who skilled at their fotmec ob*- 
servations^ felt a degree of eKacerbation at 
remarks tending to debase^ not the rank 
oaly, but the understanding of his ward ; 
vihcxi the vury behaviour which exctted 
tliesf ridicule M^uld have exalted her inr 
t^apiuiaa.of the discerning, the seosibiei 
and the- good. Tlie unprotected state of 
these unamiable women, Imving ito g^ntfeH 
men of tlieir party, preserved them from 
open. lebiTke ; but, as so much blame at* 
tached to biniself and party, for lack. o£ 
fashion and consequence, he conceived, a: 
teaLki)awledge of Lady Ann^ rank wouldf 
at leja&t, make a diversion in their favnur^ 
andrelieve them from one charge of odium* 
With this view, he removed as far from 
h^ Ladyship as possible, and placed hHH>" 
self close to the enemy as tl)j& intervenir% 
fai;^ftipn wopld allow; that^ when he ad-^ 
dressefL Lady Ann by her title, thou^ 
coatsary to her own es:pre$s siipuli^io% 
tar* ^otxxriety in a public place was what 
aha cMcfoUy avoided^ it must necessarily 
he m a.iii9ice audible to those more imme- 
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diately ooficerned to knoMrthe rank she 
held in sojciety. 

The second act endedy aad the female hat« 
tery again opened, by observing^ *^ the far-t 
meress and her cherry^cheeked daughters^ 
W0old be mQrejQaturaIIyemptk)yedin ccdvey* 
ing butter and eggs to market than in truiding 
tfaei? pretended sensibility and awkward 
aifs in pkices they are so iittle nsed ta'^ 

" Mr. Strictlandy ho^wvcr, pre-deter^ 
mined) to airoki perscHiality, ce^ld no 
longef resist the opix>rtunity, but, turning 
full upon them, replied, ^^ I thotyght ladies, 
a.pdblic theatre was open to every class of 
aooiety, and that an English farmer's i»xtt 
and daughters, if they can, or^think they 
can, afibrd it, may occupy a conepicuous 
station without oAence to those whose 
s^oattons in life are more elevated. This 
is one of the few places^ of amusement 
whem distinctions of tank are lost^ and 
wbem the f&mSy of a lord and a petty 
tradesonin may be next door neighbours,! 
without outraging deeorufti or the common 
usages of the world. If I am in error. 
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perhaps the violatiah of order is 'on your 
parts, for Lady Ann Fitz^York and her 
(kugbter cannot be. out of their sphere, 
even at the court of oui^ gracious sovereign; 
Circumstances, painfully stimulating, have 
drawn forth this gentle correctipn, audi 
hope it will teach you ta avoid, in future,- 
woupding the. ears of sensibility, by obser* 
vationis that betray a want of feeling and 
a lack pf intellect." . • * 

Mf. Strictland kept his eye iixed on the 
party during the whole of this speech; and 
>rauid haye had aa)f>le revenge had. that 
been his. object. Before Lady Ann's: aame 
^as atinojLincud,i?tafing effrontery was .tb« 
character of their countenance } but hex 
title made them shrink into themselves* 
Their eyes fell before his penetrating gaze^ 
and they appeared :like< culprits readysto 
receive sentence, i Such is the vaunted 
bravery of little .minds ! Whilst the: objects 
of ti)eir . ridicqla were classcrd with, the 
humble though;. meritorious, former, these 
proud upstUP^ :^pk€Kl. down upon them 
with coat^iftpt r butj . no sooner was their 
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birth declared, than shame and confusion 
levelled them with the dust, and they were 
as mean in their apologies as before they 
had been haughty and arrogant* 

The remainder of the play was undis- 
turbed, for the mortified trio never arttca<* 
lated above a whisper; but, during a dance, 
which preceded the farce, an officer stag- 
gered into the next box, who familiarly 
addressing the ladies by th«ir Christian 
names, hickuped out an apology for not 
joining them sooner, and swore most va- 
liantly there was not anoj;her face in the 
house worth looking at. This almost ]un- 
intelligible rhapsody was uttered in so loud 
a key; that every eye turned mechanically 
towards the speaker, whilst that part of 
the audience placed aloft, cried out, as if 
with one voice, ^ turn him outf turn him 
out !" Fanny, delighted with the perform- 
ance, but unused to the noise and tumult 
of a theatre, seized hold of Mr» Strict land^s 
arm, and innocently inquired what was the 
matter. Whilst the cause of the uproar 
squeezed himself into the front box,, and, 

VOL. I. a 
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looking towards the gallery, cried out, " I 
bear bis majesty's commisstoni and am not 
to be turned out by blackguards." A jge- 
neral hiss followed this elegant speech, and 
disapprobation wals no longer confined to 
the gods; the pit took up the cause, and 
** turn him 'out! turn him out!" was again 
vociferated. At this moment, he turned 
towards Lady Ann's box, and, in the per* 
son who " bore his majesty's commissiont,^ 
the young ladies discovered *^ liitk Wattjf^^ 
alias Ensign Gaskell, and with one accord 
averted their faces fdr fear of a similar re- 
cognition. The precaution was, however, 
at this moment needless, for the Utile 
hero's attention was too much occupied by 
.^is assailants to discover hh father's^ and, 
but for glaring misconduct, his awn friends. 
The beginning of the farce once more re- 
stored order, and in five minutes this valir 
ant defender of his country was fast locked 
in the arms of Morpheus, of which the 
audience in every part of the house had 
due potiee, by a snore so loud and sono- 
rous, tbat again these unfortunate feinales^ 
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through -the mediani of their beau, became 
objects of general attention. Bursts of 
laughter resounded from every quarter; 
and, as a person in the pit was endeavour- 
ing to awake him, x>ne of his old friends in 
the gallery called out, " let him alone, he 
bears his majesty's commission." This 
sally was so well received, that he conti- 
nued, " take care of him ladies, he'll wakeii 
time enough to sec you home 5" but, the 
ladies had received sufficient mortification 
for one night, and very wisely left the 
house, attended by shouts and laughter 
from their last tormentor. 

The farce, which was very imperfectly 
heard, at length concluded, and Lady 
Ann's party left the theatre before little 
Watty had fiuished his nap. 

Lyme-Regis, in Dorsetshire, was the first 
object our tourists meant to visit, for which 
place they departed, after breakfast, on the 
following day. When a partj* leave home 
with' a determination to please and be 
pleased, ^is not in the power of common 
occurrences to disturb their good humour. 

HS 
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Our friends were of this description; and 
prepared alike by temper and habit to bear 
the evils of life with fortitude, and to seize 
with avidity the blessings within their 
reach, it would appear wonderful if either 
weariness or ennui attended their journey. 
The country was enchanting, — the weather 
and roads delightful, — and, in chearful and 
improving conversation, time fled as swiftly 
as their carriage wheels, which stopped 
before the inn at Sidford, before imagina- 
tion had well cleared the suburbs of Exe- 
ter, and M^here an avant courier had been 
despatched to prepare dinner and a relay 
of horses. But, in the latter, they met 
with a disappointment. All, exqept one 
pair, were out for the day, and there was 
no alternative, between staying all night 
or proceeding leisurely with them. It was 
sixteen miles to Lyme; but, as Mr. Strict- 
land observed, " the road was easy, the 
afternoon before them, and po haste called 
for particular exertion.'* Lady Ann, there- 
fore, agreed, as the young folks seemed 
anxious to reach their destination, to set 
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forward with one pair. Soon after they 
quitted Collyford, however, one of the 
horses suddenly fell lame, nor could auy 
search discover the cause. They were 
more than five miles distant from Lyme j 
the clouds, which had been gathering aU 
the afternoon, portended rain; and, the 
thunder rolling in the distance, threatened 
a storm. No friendly shelter was at hand ;: 
and they had just agreed to remain sta- 
tionary in the coach, whiht the postilion^ 
with the sound horse went to Lyme for 
assistance, when a post-chaise overtook 
them, containing a gentleman and his ser- 
vant, who naturally s-topped to inquire the 
nature of their disaster. This was no- 
sooner made knowQ, than the stranger, 
with well bred ease, offered the use of his 
carriage to convey the ladies; at the same 
time assuring them, he should much prefer 
a walk, and if Mr. Strictland felt the saxne 
inclination, they should be in Lyme nearly 
as soon as the chaise. Lady Ann looking 
at the firmament, and listening to the 
thunder, assured the gentleman, he would 
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get well soaked far his gallantry ; l^ut he 
laughed at the id^a of a wet jacket, and 
agaia challenged Mr. Strictland to the un-- 
dertaking; who, fearless on his own ac- 
count^ after assisting the ladies to change 
vehicle3, set forward witif his companion, 
followed by the servant, whilst honest Ralph, 
Lady Ann's man, was left in charge of the 
carriage. As her Ladyship had predicted, 
the rain came down in torrents, the thun^ 
der broke over their heads, the lightnings 
in vivid' flashes crossed their path, aoid 
such a terrifying effect had this war of 
elements on the poor beast^ in harness, 
that the postilion with difficulty kept them 
in the path. 

Compassion was an active principle in 
the mind of Lady Ann. ^ However sheltei^d 
from the storm, and vpi^ of fears on her 
own account, the poor weather-beaten 
driver, and his horses, called forth her 
wannest compassion ; nor were Mr. Strict- 
land and his companions lost in the sur^* 
vey^ though they were only secondary 
objects, because the min so immediately 
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succeeded her departure, ^hat she hoped 
and believed the gentleinen had sheltered 
in the coach. 

On their arrival at Lyme, every thing 
^comfortable was ordered for the postilion 
and his horses^ besides a handsome. present 
for the former ; and the ladies were cheers 
fully taking their ^^olTee, when our pedes^ 
trians passed the window* A bow> howr 
«ver, was the on)y notice, for no poor 
half-drowned creatures ever looked more 
deplorable, and dry linen waa every way 
preferable to compliment In.half an hour 
her Ladyship received the stvanger's carder 
announcing himself as " Mr. Moselcy, ■' 
aiid requesting to partake of their sociable 
meal. This was instantfy granted, and he 
made his appearance neatly equipped from 
his own wardrobcj^ followed by Mr. Strict-* 
land in. a suit of the landlord's, and much 
more comfortable, they both declared from 
their late wetting, than if no such circum^ 
stance had taken place. Mr. Moseley 
apologized for sending, his card, " but,*^ 
(;o;)tinued he, *.* there is an egotism ia 
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^elf-introduction^ I am by no means eqi:^ 
to. Myself and fcHow*traveller were too 
much engaged, in buffeting the tempest, 
to converse during our walk; therefore, 
ladies, it will be an act of compassion, nov 
I am known to yoUy tS introduce this 
gentleman, who will, perhaps, do me the 
honour^ in return, to say whom I bAve 
had the temerity to intrude upon." . 
. A general introduction now followed, 
evidently to the surprise of Mr. Moseleyi 
who was not at all prepared, from her 
travelling equipage, to suppose the owner 
an Earl's daughter. Not that the know- 
ledge had any visible effect on his beha- 
viour; he was neither depressed by con* 
scious inferiority, nor elevated by the at- 
tention of rank and fortune; but easy, 
as if he had never associated with less 
exalted beings ; cheerful, as though good- 
humour was the main business of life, and 
attentive, fjrom a natural wish to give 
pleasure. 

Mr. Moseley was what ladies in gene- 
ral call a handsome man*. He had black , 



J^AWNY FITZ-YORR 153 

e^es, white teeth, a good nose, ind a 
clear complekron ;' but, apparently uncon- 
scious of these advantages/ he took as 
much pains to be agreeable as though he 
had nothing el|e to recommend him ; in 
short, he was unlike the present race of 
pretty fellows, who espect attention instead 
of bestowing it. He possessed uncomirioti 
knowledge, both foreign and domestic; 
seemed perfectly conversant with the fa4 
shionable world ; well acquainted with the 
artft, manufactures, and commerce, of mid-- 
die life; and, from reflection, calculated 
upon the claims and hardships of the poor;: 
so that a superficial observer would have 
been at a loss to decide to which class he 
belonged. Without troubling themselves 
with a speculation so useless, our travellers 
agreed, nemo contradicente^ that* he would 
do honour to any class,— that his company 
was an acquisition, — ^and, when he begged 
to consider himself as exclusively belcftiging 
to Lady Ann's party, she acquiesced with 
a pleasure she was herself unwilling to ac- 
knowledge;. 
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Lady Ann possessed the singular and 
unladyi-like notion, that business^ and a 
wish for information, should supersede 
pleasure, — that procrastination was ihfn ewer 
\ my of order, — and that what could be done 
or seen at any timet was, perhaps never 
done or seen at all. 

I' In order to put these opinions into prac- 
tice, next morning was devoted to research* 
Each street and avenue of thisi small, but 
plesasant, town was explored^ and the 
country far a mile round, in every direc- 
tion. Not shut up in a carriage ; her yoixpg 
folks were accustomed to use their limbs. 
mtd to be'thankftil for so great a privilege. 
lfa£ty Anil was herself m> mean pedes* 
tmn, and never encouraged female weak*- 
neffl m any shape. A wet pair of shoes 
liadno terrors,^ jiox the meridian sun power 
to alann ;:she neither thought it bec(»mng 
^to faint at the sight of a stile, nor go into 
hysterics at a field full of harmle^ cows : 
in a word, she had so few requisites for a 
fine lady, we have sometimes been led :to 
blush that such should be the motl^r of 
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our lieroitie, becaute, as example is icon-^ 
^fessedly more powerful, tlian precept,-and 
as -both w6re here put in* force, there is 
niuch'ftar that the amiable timidity, — the 
ovefrwhelmirig triodesty, — and e:Kcesstire 
pusiUaoiniity, of sofme heroines^ may thriow 
^iiTs into the shade. Be that as it m9^f 
we are incapable of altering her; we qan 
only state facts; and throw her upoii^ ,t^e 
inercy and candour of qui; good-naturie^^ 
f^eader. ; ; 

Highly delighted with their ramble, and' 
agreeably £ujgued, out party returned toa^ 
lM6 dinner, without eiren visiting the rooms'* 
1%ait, and the pleasure of a. marine immer^* 
iMfn, fporn which Pannyand Eoaette pro- 
noised themselves gneat grat^atioq^ were 
nseryed for the ensuing day ; and the mid*^ 
night hour found i^em unaated with enpy:^ 
men^ b^caMse nothing bat what was meii»^ 
tally toti#9 ot innocently light, was ofiere4< 
to tim ini^Uectual- palate^ ^ 

Moc(eley, in the cou»ie pf ane day, S9^ 
Various wete bJo^taleatSj; was beCit^e dfg^ 

lateiMl fawurite : and tbs: adnuntioiiHWAs 
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returned by reciprocal regard. To know 
JLady Ann and Mr. ^trictland was to ad- 
mire them, but Fanny and Rosette took 
the soul by surprise. Some author observes, 
that ** Youth alone is beauty;'' but, when 
united, as they eminently were in Fanny^ 
what heart could resist the attack? not 
Moseley's ! he was an enthusiastic admira* 
of nature's works, whether animate or in- 
animate, and our heroine was . a , pitpil of 
that school. There was nothing artificial 
about her; her face and person '^ were cast 
in nature's most beautiful mould," but 
there was no consciousness of superiority ; 
her manners, though polished, were guided 
by simplicity ; and, even her mental ac- 
quif ements,~-whicH taking her year* into 
donsideration, were very superior, parti- 
cularly those which properly come un- 
der the bead of accomplishments, : — fj^" 
from being obtrusive, required ^nj^ouragje- 
ment to arouse them for (&«< .This,^the;a4* 
vocates fbr a public school will call the 
f%xiit of education ;. and so lit may, if ,f:^% 
a faulry> i fer, douhdesa,) :Fanny of Tflemorac, 
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and Fanny of Portland -place, would have 
been two distinct beings; but the child of 
natore must come from the formen 

hyme^ at this precise juncture, wm 
crowded with visitors, and themaster of tht 
jcenemonies' ball was announced for the fol- 
lowing evening. Fanny and Rosette had 
never yet danced in public, but it was an 
exercise they delighted in, and, if their 
master was to be credited, there waa no 
danger ot incurring disgrace. 

Moseley warmly solicited Miss Ktz- 
York V hand, which she cheerfully granted^ 
** provided,** said she, " I have courage to 
dance at all ; but there is something verjr 
formidable in standing up before strangers, 
particularly wifh a stranger/ 
■' ''I was in hopes Miss Fitz«Ybrk would 
not view me in that light/ 

^^ Oh^ no ! you are an acquaintance of 
two days oldy and certainly very di£fefent 
from a Sitranger/ . . 

" Fancy me a friend of long-standing, if 
that will add to: your ease ; or a brothei^n^ 
or a cousin/ zv 
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. ^Mi v»ish you were my brother^ ' Wliata 
deligbtftil thing: it liiiist be to live ison- 
rounded. by relations, each striving which 
sbsU love the other best." 
• '.*^' My darling, iinsophisticated girl/' re- 
plied Lady Ann^ whilst a tear moistened 
heir eye, " thy innocent guiltless heart 
cannt^t conceive how little love sometimei^ 
exists amongst children of the same pa^ 
Tents; it could never enter into thy uncon- 
scious inind that a brother and sister could 
so far tear asunder the bonds 'of fraternity^ 
as to neglect a^nd abandon the unofitsnding 
widow, and fatherless child, because for- 
tune has placed them a few steps lower in 
the;$€ale of existence/' 

** My dearest Mother, I shall never for- 
give myseliFfoT thoughtlessly bringing these 
melancholy reflections to your mind;, but,, 
if y^ou can pardon me, it will be a wat'hing 
against the like oflfenee. Fanny^ at th^ 
beginning of this speech, had thrown her 
arn^s: rounti her beloved parent, and now, 

with a supplicating look^ awaited hex 
doono. 



^ My prefiioas child," replied Lady Ann; 
kissing her cheek, ^Mhere is nothing to 
pardon ; the fault lie3 in my own weaknesi% 
which yeara of unkindness have not been 
able to subdue ; but \i shall be. subdued^ 
tlw^ison and daughter will beaLthe^ vroutids 
i9fl!cted by the mother^ and Georj^e and 
Maria make anQplcatonement for the sd&sli 
apathy and unfeeling pride of Lord .Mtl» 
ford and Lady Mountcastle. But I beg 
your pardon, Gentlemen, — Miss Caven- 
dish, — can you forgive this interruption to 
your cheerfulness ?'* 

** Before the subject is quite discarded/' 
said Moseley, " give me leave to say, I 
have some knowledge of Lord Mount- 
castle's family, and am greatly deceived if 
the young folks do not prove themselves 
worthy of your Ladyship's favour." 

" I rejoice to receive a certificate of their 
worth from you, my young friend,'* re- 
plied Lady Ann, *' perhaps you can inform 
me where a letter will find Maria at this 
precise time. I received a kind token of her 
regard, only a few days since, which ought 
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to have reached me six weeks ago, and 
can veil conceive her disappointment at 
the delay of my answer." 

After receiving a direction to Castle- 
Priory, in Kent, Lady Ann retired to her 
writing desk,«-^Fanny and Rosette to single 
out what was most proper and becoming 
for toe ball,— -and the two gentlemen to a 
walk of observation^ 
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CHAP. V. 

CHAJlACTBfeS,~ LITTLE PET,^ — A pIaT- 
i :; . i|OU$£> — ^ANP A SUBPRISIU 

LadY Ann badihtended to go edrly to 
the rooma, in cdmpassioa to the youth 
and inexperience of her daughter, but; se-. 
veral unforeseen delays detained them till 
i the major- part of the company had assem^ 
bled; and, as is usual on such occasions, 
every -eye was turned to the door on their 
entrance. As Moseley led Lady Ann, fol- 
lowed by Mr. Stridtland and his two young 
friends, audible whispers assailed their ears 
in every direction. "Who are they?** 
^* What lovely girls?". ** Oh, the elegant 
creature!" **rd give the world for such 
a partner!^' These observations did not 
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tend to lessen Fanny's embarrassment, 
though her kind guardian, by words of 
encouragement, endeavoured to draw her 
attention from the ardent gaze of the spec- 
tators; but not until they had been some 
time seated, did she venture to raise her 
eyes ; when the first object that presented 
itself was a foppish, though rather hand- 
some, man, attentively viewing her tbrcMigb 
a quizzing glass, and saj^ing, apparently to 
himself, *' What bashfulness ! What mo- 
desty.! How I should i like to a waken sitch 
a lovely visionary from her dreams of rus- 
ticity!" . At that moment) a female hadd 
gave Mr. Strictland a smart blow on the 
shoulder, exclairning, " Heyday ! my nian 
of business ! what can have brought yo» 
all the way from Lombard -street.*' 

". The immutable calls of friendship,— 
a^love of variety, — and the intolerable heat 
of the dogtdays,'* replied the merchant. 
^' But what could induce thelively Wido^r- 
Blpomfield to visit so remote ^ place PIli^* 
smarts of Brighton and Weymouth i^ill 
be in despair, and Thetis reign unrivaJJedi 
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sinoe you are not thefe to dispute hac 
power!'* 

" That is very true, as you say, Strict- 
land, but let her not be too secure, for I 
sh^ll raise a rebellion against her goddes^, 
ship before the summer is over. But you 
spoke of friendship ; who are your party ? 
Introduce me, for I am dying for want of 
society. If they are women, I know I 
ahill blush twenty times a-day for their 
aflfectation and folly ; and, if they are men, 

[ 'tis a hundred to one their folfy and affec-, 

\ tation blush for me/* 

I - " Then you have made up your mind to 

( eiujounter both ; and the sex of the party 

I makes very little difference/' 

" Oh ! none in the world ; I won't gQ 
ten yards for an illustration. Look at that 
cqxComh who has had his eyes,—-! ijiean 
his glass, — fixed upon us this half hour* 
The man is a Baronet of fortune and byi 
no means wanting in requisites tomakd 
himself agreeable ; but fasihion, andalov^ 
of notoriety, have destroyed all his natUmi 
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energies, and left folly and affectatioii 
enough for all the sons of Adam.** 

' "Hisnatne?' 

' ** Sir Herbert Huntley. Observe that 
mincing Miss, on his left. She can neither 
walk, talk, nor look as nature designed 
her ; but totters in her gait, whispers out 

her words, and looks heavens f if the 

men had a grain of feeling for any otie but 
themselves, they would he alarmed at her 

deplorable imbecility of mind^ I mean, 

for nature designed that girl for a ma4 
cap, — a romp, — but fashion has degraded 
her to a poor spiritless mope, and she has 
affectation and folly enbugh for all Erc^s 
fair daughters. But tell me ; who are your 
party ?** 

First, Lady Ann Fitz-York :'' 

A woman of quality ! You need say 
no more; for though she escape the con- 
tiagioh of which I have been complaining, 
I shuU be run down with the pride of an- 
cestry, and the ridiculous egptism of family 
piedigree« But, go on.** - *' 

*' Her Ladyship's interesting daughter. 
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and Mias Cavendi3h, a young and. amiably 
friend of the family ; besides ^ 

'* Stop ! don't give me too much at once* 
Do these young, interesting, and amiable 
females, come under the title of sheepish^ 
or forward ?'* ^ , 

'^ Neither. They maintain the happy 
medium." 

^' That is, Strictland, they are insipid 
creatures, of no character ; water gruel 
without salt. Oh ! I detest your happy 
medium. Well ! go on.'' 

" I have finished, except a stranger we 
picked up upon the road from Exeter, and 
who is at present domesticated with us/' 

.*' Man or woman ?" 

'* The former ; his name Moseley. But 
I have been so unsuccessful in my c^prts 
hitherto, that I decline all further hints at 
character." 

. During this dialogue Fanny was all ear« 
Mrs. Bloomfield was a character she had 
never heard described, and could not. at 
all understand; but she wa3 apparently 
upon familiar terms with her guardian^ 
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tbelrefordy ' though incomprehensible, ^he 
might not be unamiable. Mr. Strictlatid 
wt8, at this moment^ presenting her to 
Xady Ann, and Moseley took the opportu* 
A-ity of joining his partner and Miss Ca- 
vendish, when the latter said, " Have you 
been introduced to the strange lady ?" 

** No ! Was it necessary ? *' inquired 
^bscfey. 

* "Cfertainly not necessary; but if she 
thinks iipr4)perf there will be a difficulty 
in over-ruling her. Fanny has been more 
mortified than -^ amused, I believe, by her 
•dogmas/' 

'* Mortified !** repeated Moseley, flush- 
ing with anger. *SWho is she? What 
can she possibly know of Miss Fitz-York 
that deserves mortification ?" 

** Kay, it's because she does not know 
her,*' replied Rosette. " The lady has 
formed portraits in her own prolific brain, 
to which she attaches the names of Fitz^- 
Yoifk and Cavendish, but which, I flatter 
myself, beai* no resemblance to the origin- 
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\,f\ But how coitie this? who wad shie dts- 
coursifig Mrith ?" asked Moseleyi Withmiich 
lumnntb. ' : t : 

^' She seems very Intimate with tny guar^ 
dian,^ replied Fannyi ** and was entertbin-^ 
ing Wm with characters, or perhaps I 
ought to say cariaca^ur^s, of tho^iesbe 
kmew; those she did not know, amongst 
wham were our simple selves, she painted 
krfaiicy colours, which I hope a furthei* 

-acquaintance will correct." 

** But why sepk a further acquaintance 

! withso unamiable, so dangerous, a charac- 
ter ?*' asked Moseley, " It can neither be 
attended with profit or pleasure/- 

. *' She was certaiply satirical, aild, on 
that account, more to be dreaded th&ii 
loved," replied Rosettie ; "but if fche leere 
a dangerous character, we kno^ Mr. Stridt- 
land well enough to be assured he would 
ixfiver introduce her to the ^acquaintance of 
Xiady Ann Eitz-York/* Lady Ann just 
then beckoned young Moseley'; and the 
Baronet^ mentioned by Mrs. Bloomfidd, 
taking advantage of his absence^ advanced 
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to solicit Fanny's hand, for the !t wo first 
dances; but, hearing she was engaged, 
offered himself to her friend. Of course 
he wa« accepted by Rosette ; but, to her 
extreme mortification, he concluded his 
thanks, for the honour she had done him, 
by observing, " this is not the weather 
exactly calculated for dancing; but, as 
there is such a superfluity of ladies, it 
would be cruel to let them languish for 
what they cannot obtain ; therefore I saeri- 
fice my own ease to their pleasure." ' 

" There is not the smallest occasion to 
sacrifice so important a point to my gratifi. 
cation, " replied Ro^tte ; ** and I really 
think it would be a pity to Interrupt the 
pun^nt of your 'Serenity, or give a warmth 
to the apathy of your natiire, by exercise 
so ; incompatible with the ease you speak 
ofj' 

** Oh ! you do not know me ; I am the 
most acQOmiAodating creature in the world, 
and beve^ j&6 happy as when I can please 
thie. ladies-** 

^VA cirpuoastdnce that seldom hs^pens 
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has novelly to recommend it. I fancy ypu 
do not often^ succeed in that way." 

"What way?" 

** Pleasing the ladies/' 

" A wit, by Jupiter ! You have been 
receiving lessons from that virago, Motlier 
Bloomfield ; but I would advise you, for 
your own sake, to be cautious how you 
practise them. If.it were not for some 
siich talent, old women would be over- 
looked ; but young , ones, especially if 
they are handsome, require no extraneous 
aid/' 

The music put a period to Sir Herbert's 
friendly advice; and when he presented 
bis hand to lead Rosette to the dance, she, 
for a anbment, held back, as if loth to ex- 
hibit with so cold, so unwilling, a partner. 
But be seized it with a smile of expression, 
at the same time adding, in a low voice, 
** don't be alarmed, I am irot half so for- 
midable as you are ; perhaps we mistake 
each others characters;. at; any rate the 
conjecture is kind, and a nfearer acquaint- 
ance may be favourable to ho#iJ^. : 

VOL. I. I . > 
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Fani^i whose pvotassions no )»iiy ia the 
room coul4 dispute, wa» led by the muter 
of the ceremonies to the top of the dauce; 
but her native modesty shrunk from so 
ooaspicuous a station, more especially as it 
parted her Arom Rowtte, and leading off 
the %uFe would render her an oliK^ct of 
general attention. Lady Ann saw her dis^ 
tress, and revesting Mr. Etiquette would 
dispense with so useless a ceremonial, sbe 
joyfully feft the place of konou?, and join* 
ed her friend at tfa^ bottem of the fO0m* 
Before it became their turn to engage io 
the dance. Sir Herbert, by hi^ own request, 
was introduced . to Moseley, and an ex*' 
change of partners made for the ^isuing 
set, not very gra^tifyinf; to Fanny, for the 
Baronef s i Unbred notice had left an unft'* 
Viwrahie impression, and the glass suspend* 
ed from hk button-^hole brought it eveiy 
moment to lier cecoDection. At length 
Fanny was called uppn; tihe general motioB 
gave her confidence, and ere it became her 
turn to lead off, no one would have nfi^^ 
gined this her first puUio attempt. lady 



Ann smiled apprqlML^ion; Moseley^ vrtio 
was confoasedly tbe beqt dancer ia the 
looro, encouraged her 1i>y delicate praise 
aiul undivided^ attention ; and hev natural 
easA and elegance carried the palm from a& 
competitors. During the pause whieh 
ensued from a change of partnersi Fannys 
and her fViend were introduced to Mib« 
Btoeinfield, who aeemed much tnoM favour* 
a:b}y disposed than helbre ; an^i said, in a 
loud and decisive tone, ^^ Ycmare a couple 
jb£, good gids^ 1% be sworn. Not that 
l&leHctland's ip^ dmi hiai much weight, fbt 
I laaow where he is partial he ia q)t to h$ 
mMt ih^xiju^t: bntyour animation in the 
danee has won my admiration. I hate to 
kie a girl without loul ! a maudlin lump of 
yifectation ! who thinks, fei aootb, to t%ta» 
blish her claims for attentimi upoa the fee^ 
bleness of her cfaameter 1 I was sorry^ at 
firsts to see you Miss Cavendish linked 
with that tooth-pidcing^ glasa-qui«zin^ 
baronet; but» egad ! youF spirit ia&sed a 
portioa of itself int)» Sir l£erberC> and 
quickened the clod into lifr«" 
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" I am glad to meet the praise of so 
discerning a lady upon any terms,*" replied 
the Baronet; ** but, as notoriety 3eem» the 
object of each, why shall my c)aims be 
disputed, and yoiirs allowed?" '* They 
arc not disputed, all allow them ; you have 
every claim to notoriety that the most 
grfeedy appetite could wish: I am only 
sorry it is not built upon a nobler basis, 
wpon a soUd foundation of strength, in- 
stead- of weakness." 

.*?fSuch as Mrs. Bloomfield's, for in- 
stance," said the Baronet, archly. *' My 
good friend," replied the widow, "satire 
is not your forte. I never had it in con- 
templation to set myself up for a model of 
perfection; if I can keep down the vanity 
of those who aim at it, through the medium ( 
of folly, every end is answered. But, here 
is a young man, Moseley I think they call 
him, who might sit for a pattern, which 
you would honour yourself by copying." 

Moseley, who was conversing with Mr. 
Strictland, pretended not to hear this com- 
pliment, at the expense of Sir Herbert, 
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and the baud striking up the Honey Moon 
was a signal fbr actiotu 

The two friends seemed now so easy and 
unembarrassed, that Lady Ann, the Widows 
and Mr. Strictland, joined the card party, 
.andwere soon engagejd in the mysteries, of 
whist. Meanwhile, it was decided in :the 
.ball-room, to the disappoiritment of many 
beaux and belles, that Fanqy , and Rosette 
should alternately exchange. Mr. Moseley 
for Sir Herbert, and by that mejans avoid 
danqJQg with greater ^ir^^gers^/ { During 
4he bustle which always attends a new 
figure, Fanny very in^o^e^Uy condolcid 
.with the Baronet on the misfortune of b^- 
i;ag near sighted. ** It is not; only amisetry 
to yourself^" contii^u^d she} *' but ?- very 
great ani)C)y ance to the :persoja yQu ftir^ 
obliged to recognise thrpugh, the fme40§i05f 
that odious glass; I think I never f€)t 
nK>Fe uncomfortable than when it wajj: le- 
velled at me." ** Thusi,t.hen I destroyit,' 
replied he, throwing his glass opt of;:Clve 
window. /* Sooner than ipa^-ypU: uAr 
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girls," said Mr. Strictland, " is a woman 
generally more feared than loved; Satire 
is a dangerous, aii unfeminine tdilent, and 
subjects its owner to the very lash she is 
so fond of using. Not that such people 
would be useless members of* society were 
they properly to discriminate, but that is 
iairely the case : a satirist attacks, not only 
the •follies and Vice's, But tHe weaknfesses 
ail d defects of butnan nature: and' there 
theroiscbief lies : the forfaierare, and ought 
ioobefwubj^cts oFf censure^: but the' latter 
ard pitiable and worthy of commti^radcm. 
Yotti my young friend s,^ I khow felt un- 
eomfbrtable last ' evening, when Mra 
Bfoorhfield was mpposing the characters of 
yourselves and Lady Ann; there certainly 
was* a degree of ilKhatufe init, but nothing 
insidious; to ah enemy she w6.uld not hare 
hazarded such opinions, but to her Lady- 
ship's honoured friend, for such she knew 
fi\t^ ni^t withstanding her pretence of igno- 
rance^: it was meant in perfect good hu- 
mpur. The late Mr. Blpomfield was a 
badker of great re&pectability in the city. 
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and, by a former wife, had two children, 
both very young when he married. Misjs 
Cleaver, and to whom she behaved with 
the .affection of a real parent. The son, a 
fine young. fellow, died,. about a year aga, 
of a putrid fever; and :jiow the immense 
property of my late friend centres, in his 
.daughter, who I am rather surprised ; to 
.find separated from her step-mother,: tt) 
.whom she is sincerely attached ; but- ji j. ■ 
The Widow was this hudbient , announ* 
ced, but, ere she made her appearance, they 
heard her address the. servaiit ma stento- 
rian . voice, " at breakfast, , dp you. . say ? 
Perhaps this information . is^ meant to 
frighten me away ; so it might Jf my visit 
,was merely ceremonious, hut friendship 
brings me, my lad> and that is not scared 
at trifles." Then^ bouncing jnto the apart- 
ment, she contihued, ** Well, girls ! I hape 
t you caught no :CQld with capering.. iLady 
Ann, you lost your jnoney, and bore your 
partner's ill play with such infinite good 
humour, last night, that I have set;you 
ddivn in.rtiy memo;-andum-boo/k a$.a rara 
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» 

wotnati I Hashed io many pky iett clordi 
tefore I put the defioitire ^MBtimi^ ibf 
aotbing shews a petson't reai dtspositikA 
socmen Strictiand, you nhoutd give up i£l 
pyetensions to the oharattter of a \7iiii^ 
player; had you been ia love, and your 
fiir (Hie dandog with a rital^ you could 
not have played that laat game wofte ; tte 
weH you had uot me for a partner. Jilr. 
Moseley, if the hart c^ a woman is to be 
weak by dancing, I do not kivow any cue 
wStb fairer dauns than yourself" 

All this was spoken so rapidly, that no 
time was given for an answer; and, the 
Widow had just mentioned Sir Ueriseft 
Huntley, pi^eparatory to another harangui^ 
when that gratleman was announced^ and 
with well bred ease pai^ his respects to tbe 
company. 

Mrs. Bloomfield seemed pleased at his 
appearance^ for she was out of her ^element 
in a party composed entirely of reasonaUe 
and rational creatures; and, the moment 
he was seated^ began her attack. ^ Wdl^ 



Baroiibty I mppofti^ you jute hiif deail It- 
day.'' 

. ^ I am sorry^'' be Replied, f ^ my appear* 
•nee gii^es ytMi lea\^e to suppose so^ bf cautcv 
in a company of lacliesi a man wishes to 
appear tolerable.'* *^ Ob I I do not jodge 
.firom appearances,'' said the Widow; ^^I 
oiiiy made the obserratioti, supposing the 
libctHBitioti €xertiati you used ktst niglit 
ttiight have deranged youi^ nerroas syl-> 

•« Sif Herbert,'* said Mosefey) « Mrs. 
moomfield's solicitude is highly jQattering/' 

^' Yes ; if I valued myself upon the laxf- 
tjr of my nerves,** replied Si^ Herbert; 
^ but) fortunately^ they are braced up to 
ja poiut of resistancje^ and aot to be de- 
ranged by ridicule." 

** Widow, you have lost your mark/* 
S^d Mr. Strictland ; '' to be invulnerable 
td satire is presumptive proof of not de- 
serving it, aad then ^ shaft flies hartiti- 

'^ I am glad df it^*" replied the Widow. 
*^ Whatever has worked this nliracle, whe^ 
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tfeer a-fitxif love, or a fit ofrthe toath*-ache, 
I rejoice ia Sir Herbert's restoration to 
sense, and reason. Did the :fops of your 
sex, and the Jbpesses of mine, know how 
conttfnfiptible they appear in the eyes of 
visdom and understanding, they would 

Require no other incentive to throw it off. 
For my own part, I wotild rather the men 

*m<i women were all rational, though by 
that means I might sink into a namiby 
pamby, good sort of a good for nothing 

,C3?pher; but there is no danger of that; 
the weak and yain: will always supply fofod 
for ridicule, arid I hot)e the times witl never 

,bc:fe) depraved as to wink stt, anc} by tl^at 

jSfie^iis tacitly approve p^ foUy^ though 

^nctioned; by birth and dreilsed iHx.tbe 
garb of fashion." 
Lady Ann and her. friends ripw proceed- 

:ed to the rooms, where the, t^and? of the 
preceding evening wM engaged to perforon 
during the morning promenade, j; 

All the fdshion of the place were asseni- 
bled, and much attention p^iid tp h^rLa- 

«i^^hip> , party; ;W Jiiolv .^jocj^^ t^e ajQijCTpon 
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of Sir ^H^rbert and Mrs; Bloomfiddy : .was 
jformidable, both from rank and taledt 
This was little Pet's?^first public ap^aradoe 

. at Ly.mey and all the married ladies without 
dhildrehy. and spinsters of a certain a^e, 

vWcre rapturous in* their encomiums, "./VKKat 

. a beautiful dog !" was echoed from. one to 
tio other; ** Did you ever see such white 

"and. silky jhiir? thien his ears;"T-^at that 
moment the music struck up^ and, toitjbe 

.atnazemeht of. his mistress and the whole 
otrcle. Pet waa tiiansfotmed, without ^the 
aid ^fjmagic, .fooit>a quadruped* to a biped; 
be l^gan to dance in, hfis very best st^; 

lAtkd, such is the difference between choi^ 
a,nA cpoipulsipn, F^ni\yil)ebeld, the^ animal's 
humble<attemp?iWijtb,«s much pleasure^ ^9^ 
jSh^'hid befor? felt pain from the same 
^0b^ti :,This reference to his former, call- 
ing was naturally fallowed by a history: of 

vPct's! fortunate ch^og^ of situation; and, 
in r^atjng their rencontre, Fanny displayed 

-s>i}chAtroQg traits. of feeling, that Moseley?s 
^i miration wa^ ..raised , to enthusiasov; 
aev^efi b^d he seeii,ljpnlook soloyiely, u^ya^v 
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fynnA h^rm eotirdy eacfaanttug as ddring 
tim simple lecitaL Moseiey wa^ "of v^ 
mxm, that tencleracfls and fieeiing for tbe 
brate creation, invambiy iadicate a ^ood 
tHapoeatiDn; naj, he went farther; be 
tfxMight, the fDan who could wftntoiiiy 
treit the inferior <^,€r of aniiiials with 
barbarity, would not be les^ cruel %o bis 
own Bpecies, did not a fear of puniahitiettit 
dMter htm. 

Krs. Bloonifield, who was rather w^ffUr 
tettl Ufion this point, took a fiap^rfrom her 
pockety Mrhkh i^he read with a loiM^ bud 
OdiDmanding voice. It contained wkwA 
domestic distress wbkh h^d atcidentaify 
06me to her knowledge; atid^ «iflterap|bai- 
ing to the compassion of the e&mpany^ sbe 
borrowed Sir Herbert's hat, and made 
personal appltcatiQti to each individual 
But, as if on purpose to strengU)en h«r 
Opini<^fi, she found those ladies who loudly 
declared they wouki give five guinete fi>i 
stioh an animal as Pet, would not give 
petice to keep a widow and six chili 
from fitarvinit. *' Thcr*,* she exdik 
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in « tsne of exaltatiiM}, " I i>a?« put tfaese 
pu{>py.-}oving people to the test, and what 
h the reMiit? Tt^ prefer a dog to tfa6 
hM^ i>f thdT mtkerl fieon'tl Shall a 
^«or destitute Ti^omaa, ^th a house fttW of 
^tfthertess btttta, be sufiiired to expit« of 
fkmifie, whilM yoo ar^ all boasting of yotir 
I xk^ies } for, surely, none other would give 
fivt gttttteas for ft sseless mongrel ! Shall 
the hdpleiB and foricttt be put in compc- 
I titioti with a t;at? forbid it justitc and 
I cMiiiifnwj settBc! Here, Sir Herbert, talee 
t the hat, perhaps you may be a more Mio* 
t eeaaful pleader than I have been.* 
I Whether shame or a fear of further te« 
I buke actuated them id dilicult to detet^ 
nrnie ; but Sir Herbert retTuroed with up- 
wards of ten ^ineaa in his hat^ whidi 
Lady Ann'a party incrt^ased to twenty. 
Mrs* Bioomfield^ having counted it before 
Ifce coinpany, left the room, but immedi- 
ately returned, followed by the object ^f 
their bounty; who, when she saw the 
jmmey, fell down in a fit, overcome with 
of gratitude and ieeling. 
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Here the sentiments of the company 
were again called forth; and, as if this 
was to be a day of triumph to our heroine, 
.whilst most of the females kept aloof, some 
•wondering hov/ a creature so poor could 
possess sensibility, and others^ as thoug^h 
poverty were contagious, Fanny, assisted 
by Rosette, was tenderly . administering 
volatiles, and rubbing the .hard-workings 
coarse hands of this daughter of distress. 

Had vanity been Miss Fitz- York's qh- 
ject, it cot^ld never have been more fully 
gratified than in the contrast her own 
finely-formed white hands exhibited ; but; 
.totally: unconscious of the effect pro(luced, 
.«he continued her assidqity till restored 
.^nimatiori crowned her labours with suc- 
cess. Moseley, during, this scene, kept his 
distance; not from the mqtive which actua- 
.ted others, butpurely witha. v^ew to witness 
the emotions of a young and susceptible 
heart at the sight of real distress. .^He 
-knew enough of human nature to be c^ep- 
viuced, that there are people excruciating^ 
alive to^c/iVio«^, qusery, whp, if tliesaii^e 
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scenes ^were really present, might give 

them a look of wonder, but would dediiie 

airacttveiriterfererice, and, like the Levi te, 

^* pa«s over on the other side ;'* but Fanny 

was the good Samaritan : feeling was in 

♦her nat'> a beautiful theory only, but a 

.pr^fekiiQal nirtvty and, whe«i\Sloseley jdlried 

his party on the Cob, hfe invoKinianly 

KJawdlbehihabd, and iimprinied'^oii^t'tbe 

JkiM ofl weulastrng— i-friettdsbip. '■ ' e-^ t 

JLddyy. Abny 1 whose attention had Weti 

dU'ected r equally to Faintiy land M6$e\ef 

\ during the poor woman's indisposition, s^aW' 

1 this- l^staclioh without surprise or dispTea- 

< sure ; fdt*^ shle fully iappretiated his feelings, 

and was not sorry to receive so public ^a 

testimony 'clf heir daughter's triumphs * Nor 

was Rosette's assiduity unnoticed; Mf, 

Strictland gave her all due prfcise,^Mrsi 

Sioamfidd said, they were two of the best 

^irls in Christendom,-— and Moseley, whose 

approbation of Fanny; had been confined 

to the speechless evidence above recorded; 

w«8. ive^dkindant wlien tbe merit, of her 

ftiend called forth: his.eioqiienxJej so true 
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is it, that love, m silent where IKe 
speaks. 

Sir Herbert, who bad offered his serri 
to secure a box for the play that eveuin 
now joined them ; and^ after giviag 
account of his soccess, continued, ** 
hhdM have a high treat, tor Romeo is 
of one eye and Juliet haltB»*' < 

^^ If she. does not make die blank ?tfie 
halt^ we'll forgive her, "^ tepXkd Mta. 
Bloomffield ; ^' and, as to the lover being 
blind, he wiU by so mncfa neaivr resenbll 
his great archlty pe.^ 

^ I often wonder," said fanny, ** wliy 
Cupid is represented with a bandage ovet 
his ey<ss." 

"^^ If he were not," replied Sir Herbert^ 
*^ we should be apt, very frequently, to 
call his judgment in question ; for, donl 
yon see his shafts are levelled, without dis- 
crimination, at the old and the young, ftht 
handsome and the ill-favoured, the letteitt4 
and the unlettered? Nay, he not oiil;y 
wounds, but brings together chamolftri 
the most diasiaiibif , utd which, one wta«itd 
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B«pp06e, could hever hare met in the coiii- 
moii tourse of events. For iiistaiice» 
/there's your noble brotlier. Lady Ann : if 
tbe little blind urchin had had the use of 
our most gratifying sense, would he have 
tied together so ungenial a pair?** 

^* Meaoidg my Lord Milford?'' asked 
her Ladyship. 

The same,'' replied the fiaronet 
Don't blame Cupid,* rejomed Mose- 
ley, " for a business in iirhich probably he 
had no coneem. You speak, Sir Herbert, 
M if he were the sole director of marriage 
contracts, whereas, in high life especially, 
he is little heard and less thought of. But 
why are Lord and Lady Milford an un- 
suitable pair?'^ 

" If he were not Lady Ann's brother I 
coxxM tell you,** said the Baronet. 

" Oh ! don't let that prevent you,. Sit 
Hetbert,** replied Lady Ann. «* My feel- 
ings are trot particularly acute on the sub- 
ject of Lord Milford ; and, perhaps, I may 
theiel^ gain some family knowledge, 
which untoward ehttnnst«ttc*es have hither- 



188 FANNY FITZ-YORK. 

to kept me ignorant of. Pray explain t] 
unsuitablene^s of my brother and his lad 

" Why, ill the first-place, Lord Milfoi 
was^ designed by rnaiture for a very ham 
some man; but certain high and loft 
passions have rather altered the characti 
of his countenance, and left the beholtlei 
to regret their unlimited power. Oil tltt 
contrary, dame nature formed Lady Mil- 
ford's face in one of her plainest pipulds; 
but goodness has sp far softeued doM^n the 
original roughness, t^at you forgpt;th« 
pximitive design, and wonder whence tjjc 
alteration springs." . 

" So much for person and dispositioa 
Any. thing more?" asked her Ladyship, 

" I was going to mention intellect-; but, 
when I say 'tis all in Lady Milford's favour, 
perhaps your Ladyship will think I have 
i^aid too much." 

t " Sir Herbert! give me your hand,^ 
said Moseley. ** You have merely dom 
justice to one of the best of wotmen, and 
shewn a discrimination your fijst.^ppear 
ance by^no meoAS warranted/' , 
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'^* Oh ! you allude to the season of fop- 
pery, ti^heu I had nothing else to interest 
my feelings," answered the Baronet. 

-^ I do not think it possible, Sir Her- 
bert," said Lady Ann, " that your feelings 
could ever be interested by so weak a pur- 
suit/' 

*^ Thank you, my dear Lady, for the 
supposition, 'tis charitable, and I will en- 
deavour to deserve it." 

At seven o'clock Sir Herbert called to 
convey them to the theatre, with each turn 
land avenue of which he was well acquaint- 
ed, having patronized several plays, and 
, being upon terms of condescending fami- 
liarity with the performers. £ut, instead of 
Romeo and Juliet as they expected, a man 
in solemn black came forx^ard and request- 
ed their acceptance of George Barnwell. 

This was readily acceded to, provided 
there might be no further delay, for it was 
already nearly anihour pifet the usual time 
of beginning, and the house was croWiJed 
and clamorous. At length the tragedy 
commewjed, and " sHence ! silence !" re- 



aooaded fnvsi every quarter^ bu^no^Bec 
OMld be obtaiiMfi« Thfi prinei^ part ^i 
theaudi«DJ9icaiis4ii^4af luwger»i towliQ« 
tM phy wa^ wh^jn^t,' jini who came ibr 
the tupffm pwfQi^e q£ (pvm^w€fmg tud 
<lwcM>ic«f iMg (ha 9<^tofa Buti the tBMt 
voluble 'and least attentive party im» 
^Mf mbkcl' m 9u efqpoejite bay, wUJk thcif 
bMkfio tbe jtfage; toiked loadep tfaa«k tiin 
performers, — were ituteeotoiii enoiig^li tn 
<iid«r tSft and (Mll^e,^and^ liad there faaea 
Mftckftt rofim, woitU cioubtless have a<h 
cfMBMMdtttH^ tbeir shaU^v^ minda lyf thi 
lalffpdiictMQ 0§ » cftfdi tftble, Xady Am 
Mmkod ho i^it ibe th«atfei bat Jifin. 
MoM^dd advised ber to bave patitaee til 
tiMfad^^ iihaaef^ andwatcb tbie rcaulft 
MkHigtb tibe ati&iiabed, a»d oareeeea- 
triA Widarv^ mi^ mow tbaa her nauat 
vmxgy^ tddiesised ^ adwnt potfty. 

^ £a^9 and e^lkmaii^ s«cb I mp- 
pmm yM prnfenr yotmslvies ; if y^ btri 
M^ baeu coQfiidemte enoagb befcua tlM 
f^ htgm tok inform us wliat aie migjkl 
^^E^^etj^l «n s«»& tboieis aj9i oaa bma wh« 



W^d not obeerftilly have left the house, 
rather than^ intrude upon a private tea-* 
4f i^Jdflg party and eenfidential comaKini- 
catioot Butt at *^ this information was 
vitfiheldy I mavBy that you leave the plaKse, 
q«(i l^o krngiQr interrupt the amneemetit of 
Tsjiwn^A c^eaturea hy unseemly levity^ and 
hobiMiriour the moat i^ocant of the vulgap 
V/Uuld blu^h to he accused of. Lady A»a 
KilarYotk— Sir Herhert Huntley-^do ywa 
^oiad the nsotton? or am I; the only 
^fioakier oq thia important question? A 
iqudstion on which the r%hta and psivikgeif 
pf the well-informed part of the pretoit 
fC^nip^oy depend?'' *^ Bravo ^ bravo r was 
^!CipMted by semral gen^men ; auad, thia 
gosaiping socieey na sooneo heard the rank 
qI tiuiif eipponent<9|, than oqwcsohs inaigniH 
ficiaaee, and^, we will hope, conscious errap^ 
made themfeeLtheisown ialbriortty; Twoor 
tihaee of ti^e leas* daring shmk away, and 
those who lensaioed betrayed visible mavke 
of mortificationi and dismay; evea tinr 
Qoniinon lou'n^ra felt the fovoe of Afe«» 
Qbeili^eidfs Mbttke. and Oeojrg9 BMHwefl 
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pursued his progressive scenes of- vice 
attciition, if not applause. 

. The play-house adventure was a theme 
of universal discussion next day at Lym^ 
and increased, the widow's celebrity be- 
yond all precedent. Each simpering Miss 
and vacant Master paid her homage^ ho- 
ping, by that nieaas, to deprecate what 
they felt conscious of -deserving, her just 
rebuke. But Mrs. Bloomfield was not to be 
so caught; flattery is the bait for littfe 
minds, her's was too capacious to retain 
it^ and too quick of perception to be de- 
ceived by artijSce so flimsy. 

As they were taking fruit after diQii^r, 
oh the seventh day of their residence at 
Eyme, Lady Ann . asked the young folks 
if" they were disposed to pursue their route. 
Moseley started, add . changed:., colour. 
" We have already," . she continued^- 'i ex- 
iieeded : our time, and: seen! every thing 
worthy ti observation here ; if we loiter, 
we may regret the. loss of a. few days, at a 
mot'e advanced period of our excursion*; 
for, thoa^i: the weather & lio^V delightfoV 
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we caimot insure a continuance of it, and 
the old adage says, ^ make hay while the 
siin shines/ '' 

" My dear mother, have we really been 
here a whole week r" said Fanny, in accents 
of surprise. ^* I declare it appears to me 
but a few hours since we left Tremorne. 
Besides, I thought, Rosette, your brother 
and Harry Tudor were to have joined us ; 
and, now I think of them, instead of a 
week, it appears an age since we parted 
from friends 'so valued." 

Moseley, whose face was in a glow at 
the beginning of this speech, now felt an 
aguish sensation creeping through his 
veins, whiht his heart beat against his 
breast as though it would have forced a 
passage. Fortunately, no one observed 
his agitation, for every eye was fixed on 
the speaker, who continued, ** Don't you 
expect them. Mother ?" 

" Not here, my love. The distance 13 
too far for a short visit, and that is all we 
can hope to be indulged with. At Sid^ 
mouth you may expect our friends, and 

VOL. I. K 
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there we shall find them more necessaryto 
our comfort, since we shall be deprived of 
the obliging attention of Mr. Moseley/* 

Mosdey bowed, but was unable to arti- 
culate: 

** Aye, aye, girls," said Mr, Strictland, 
^' you won't find such a beau as Moseley, 
at every watering place, I can tell you; 
and, since we are so soon to part, I begin 
to wish, with all my heart, we had never 
met." 

" That," replied Lady Ann, '* is one of 
the taxeshilmanity is obliged to pay. But, 
though th6 dfearest friendsi must, of neces- 
sity, part, are we on that account to wish 
we had never met? By the same rule, it 
would be our wisest plan to form acquaint* 
auce only with those we cannot love, be-^ 
cause, by that 'means, the pangs that 
attend separatioii are prevented. But d 
not the pleasures of an agreeable inter- 
course live in the memory beyond t 
actual period of enjoyment? Theycertainl 
do; and Mr. Moseley's kindness and a 
tention will be our winter evening's them 
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whetv he b far awray, and probably loses 
the . ^remembrance of his. Lyme friends^ 
amidst, the smiles of those mcure ieudeared 
by lonjsf intimacy/' : 

" Oh, never ! never ?" exclaimed Mose< 
ley, with emotion* ^1 The remembianceof 
XadyAnn'Fitz-York andher friends will 
h^ the sweetest charm of i my existence; 
and, whilst hfe remains, the last seven 
days will be engraven on my mind* If I 
might presume on your Ladyship's expres- 
sed kindness, I would beg leave to post- 
I pose the day of separation at least a little 
Jonger, and ask to be included in your 
I travelling suit. And yet,— perhaps 'twere 
better not, — ^if to know yon be to love 
you, as sure it is, then the more you are 
known, the more you'll be beloved; and, 
if what I fear be true, I had better go 
whilst I have the powcs.'^ , 

** My dear young friendiff replied Lady 
Ann, '' your company wlli-^ is^both ho- 
I nDur and pleasure. At SidmSaifci: will in- 
troduce you to the friends Panny men 
tioned, and~— i" ,. ; . .. 

K 2 
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; when be is far away, and probably loses 
i the iremembrance of his . Lyme friends, 
' amidst the smiles of those more endeared 
t by long intimacy." 

'* Oh, never! never?" exclaimed Mose- 
j ley, with emotion. '* The remembrance of 
j XAdy Ann' Fitz- York and her friends will 
,-; be the sweetest charm of my existence ; 
,, and, whibt life remains, the' last seven 
g (3'a.ys will be engraven on my mind. If I 
might presume on your Ladyship's expres- 
u sed kindness, I would beg leave to port- 
al pone the day of separation at least a little 
^longer, and ask to be included in your 
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** I thank your Ladyship ; but ^ if f 

am permitted to see you safe to those 
friends, I must then make my how, since 
they will deprive me of the power of being 
further useful." 

'^ But though not useful, Moseley, you 
may be ornamental,'" said Mr. Strictland, 
^: and that, perhaps, will be quite as agree- 
able to the ladies. But what's come over 
you, man ? If you were a lover, I should 
swear your were jealous of our worthy 
Curate and his pupil." 

" Curate !— ^pufpil ! — " repeated Moseley, 
" Are those the friends your Ladyship ex- 
pects to meet ?" 

** The Reverend Mr. Cavendish, and 
Henry Tudor," replied Lad}' Ann. 

Moseley spoke no more of making his 
bow. The words Curate and Pupil had a 
talismanic effect, and appeared as a shield 
to guard him from the mischief '^ Rosettes 
brother and Harry Tudor '^ had threatened. 
From this moment he entered with alacrity 
into the views and interests of the family, 
seconded Fanny in all her half-formed plans 
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to surprise and amuse their expected visi- 
tors, and was, in a word, the life and 
spirit of the party. 

To suppose Lady Ann ignorant of Mose* 
ley's attachment would be an insult to her 
understanding, and shew a lack of pene- 
tration her natural acuteness by no means 
warranted. The fact is, she perceived it 
before it was suspected by himself, and. if 
the knowledge did not actually convey 
pleasure, it caused no uneasiness; The 
young man appeared amiable ; she had no 
doubt a further acquaintance would prwe 
bim so ; and though Fanny was too young 
to take upon herself the duties of a wife, a 
virtuous attachment, even in youth, was 
no uncommon or undesirable event, and 
might fortify her mind against the attacks 
of worthless profligacy, or the seductive 
snares of handsome libertinism. 

Whilst the young folks were making pre- 
parations for a decampment, Lady Ann 
received two letters, which appeared to give 
her pleasure, but their contents were re- 
served, as she said, for a bonne louche after 
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dit^^^r. Meanwhile, Mrs. Bloomfield and 
$ir: Herbert Huntley called to wish them 
health, happiness, and every pleasure the 
cQntmued tour promised. *' For my own 
ftai^ti" continued. the .widow, "I shall not 
fatigue the people htre much, longer wish 
rpy presence; I can do th^m no gfiod; I 
Ijedjeye they are heartily ti^ed of me ; and, 
4s:>the,.sensatidn is . recijproGali, the SQOsei 
^.are relieved, from our mutual unieasineias 
iM betteiAfvfiefikies,. tb€.;.p)eaiAire; I^bal^e 
fderived) from your Ladysl^ap's (societ;^ .has 
l^iaijted: myt' po\Yers of ridicule, and li^haU 
vralk.amaitgst \imm,\ in future; as insipii^fl^ 
haciiikss tas^ the' vainest girl or .tliCJiUHefit 
boy ,couW wiish* /CottiCj. Sir . Herbert, i wie 
ave only inteiiriipting busineais, and^ as.fare- 
well Biust^ be. said, 'there is< no wfsdaiioiiji 
procrastinatioru'' Thb brMd. hint, had ho 
effect on the Baronet, he neither answoned 
it, nor seemed inclined to move; but, with a 
lodk at^otice expressive of ^anxiety, and a 
:wish tofcontipui^ the acquaintance, asked 
Lady Ann^ ^' if she meant to honour Lob* 
xh)n with a visit in ^ the winter f ^ ** She 
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was not certain. -rcircumsta,nces must de- 
cide so important a step, — if she did, a 
wish to see the present company, would 
not be amongst the least . of ,her ii^duc^- 
ments." 

An early dinner was annojinped, ere Sir 
Herbert couljdfsummon resolutji^ifn to depart, 
and then he lopHed, — and lingered, — and 

, appeared so miserable, that.^qur, friends 
caught the contagion, a^d,eat.t,heir jmeal in 

, silence.. Whep; t|pe servan|;f fre^|red, her 
Ladyship said, " Come young people, this 
wil| i{^i?er,dqi; Jf twiBvape to t^e.t]pus.a^ected ^ 

,.^ every new, acquainfc9i|i<:p, o«T/Wi^?P* f\f^ 

for f(?ar of meeting people whqvfiwpy<;puld 
estfieni, but dar^ ^pit.r Nqt tjbat I Jblame 
jrour.aensibilit}?, 1 only wish it t^ be k£pt 
within bounds, and not suffered to range 
at the expense of your peace, and to the 
exclusion of matters more, nearly interest- 
ing. This piQr^iipjgj I received letti^rs, the 
pe)[u$al gave m? pleasuire^j ^nd you, then, 
iFanny, expre^ed ?l. wish tft H^ow the con- 
tents ; does th?tt wish still pxist ? or do 
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you feel inclined to sacrifice old frieiids to 
new ones ?" 

" Indeed^ my dear mother, I have no 
new friends I can at all compare with my 
old ones; and if the letters, as I suspect; 

come from Tremorne '* 

" One does ; but yoii shall read them 
both. Mr. Moseley, I make no apology 
'for intruding their contents upon you, 
because the writer of one is known to 
yoti, and the other, I hope, soon wil/ 
be-" ' '\ ' ■;' 

^ ^' Oh ! Rosette,'' said Fanny, her eyes 
sparkling with pleasure, *' this is from your 
dear brother ; now we shall know when \o 
expect them/' ' ^^ ' ' 

■ /* Stop, my love! the other must have 
precedence ; 'tis from^ lady, and her rktik 
demands it,** 



** My dearest Madam, 

*' Your truly conciliating, I had nearly 

said maternal letter, relieved an aiikret^ 

almost too powerful to bear. Somietimes 

I terrified myself with thinking yoii were 
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ill,*— perhaps dying, — and that I should 
never see you mote • at others, I fancied 
I had erred, past forgiveness, but your 
own hand assures me to the contrary, 
and bids me hope for a renewal of past 
kindness. 

** My dear Fanny, too, —sweet girl ! says 
she hopes to profit by the hokiour of my 
acquaintance; I won't say a word about 
profity but I am sure the homur will be all 
my own. Tell her never to use that word 
again, when addressing her cousin, unless 
she wishes me to be equally formal ; and, 
if so, I can match a child of sixteen, 
or wherefore have I travelled ? My bro- 
ther is from home, but your affectionate 
message will not lose its value by keep- 
ing. 

** By-the-bye, if your Ladyship should 
happen to stumble upon George, during, 
your excursion, treat him kindly, but do not 
let him encroach upon my prior claims ; 
they are of a nature that will not yield even 
to a brother. I believe we are stationary 
for the summer, but Lady Mountcastle 

K 3 
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i^xp^tsjEi irorid; of company in succession, 
iHi no fear of ennui or the vapours. 
;:, "HeighoJ If I were my own mistress, 
.nothiJigi should prevent me flying, on the 
iwing^ df aflSactioni to my dear aunt and 
cousin J but, as that is not the case, I,^an 
roaly assure them of the unfeigned regard 
And sincere love of 

; , . MARtA MOUNTCASTLE." 

/^ Castle-Pri»ry, July 18, 1811." 

5 - . . , 

4. . < . . - ; . . . . 

**^ When Lady Maria," contiiiued Fanny, 
• ^ mentions our stumbling upon her bro- 
ther, she certainly: supposes, him tQr^beiJI 
Devonshire." u ; 

" Read the other letter, my love, and 
that, perhaps, will make, you suppose so 
too?" ♦ , 

: ** Oh ! I wish it may be true, for t am 
mc^t impatient to see him* Is he hand- 
:somt9 Mr. Moseleyl" 

*^No! I believe not." 
.^ " Is his person good ?" 
\ " There is no deformity about him, that 
I repoUect," 
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" Whijiti? his general cI^sl^f^cte^?" 
, "JfaUy Ld<nif'Mqipw;,liord9J„tl)tnk 
; hp (jgrr^c^y kjttojyisliini^lf.". . 
I., . \\f^.4f^y\ iW^Jy/I thwglit jou (father 

, . *;• '^h^p, JFj^nny, , was. i in cqippliipent . to 
i|f, «s,JI?iei9g,,^i;|.near rpl^tipns," ^aid^tady 
^q. • ^ $ul cpiQie, . ;BQ&?tte is ^ |mpatient 
to hear bjBiFtbrotl^'s letter." , 



» -^ 



^' My dear Mad^m, 

^^I fancy, when thi^ r^ac^bes Lyme, you 

wilj|( 1^ {preparing to cl^aDge the scene, at 

least we hope ; so, fpr,]^rry is no U^s 

,jifl[ipB>^ie^tjjtha.n njysclf i j^; pay our personal 

respects. 

" The day after your Ladyship left Tre- 

rinorne, a g^jotleman.^led ji);' the vfTowcf, 

and s.eemed disappqinted at. ypur absence, 

- }mt, ihe left . watlfVP^p^ftpfie or. raepsage, nor 

.^:^ye youf^rv&ntj»;tbp JLb{^)» knoi^^edge of 

> his pers^n^ i whi?K ^h^y tel|, , flnie. yf^^ ,y o,ung 

,a^^ hand^flje, Jtwish 1)?,.^^ made hi/n- 

•self known to me, for I have a shrewd sus- 

c piciou .he was..; the/San)f^,p^r?pi^ ,wl?(^ called 



•7. 



204 TAvnuf riTz-'Toiik, 

upon Mr, Strictland, in Lbth!»rd-strect, 
for your Ladyship*s address, and fliat, I 
thinks was either Lord Moseley di* W* 
agent As soon as we h6ar of you r^ arrival 
atSidmoutby we shall mount our horses; 
andy if they are half as impatieilt W their 
riders, they will lose no time • upon Ihc 
road. Harry begs to be inclttdfecT in evfery 
respectful wish to your Ladyship^ Miss 
Fitz-York, and Mr. Strictland, with, dear 
Madam, your truly obliged '• ftlend, and 
very faithful servant, . , ; I 

*' Tremorne, luly 17, ^iSHV'' ^ ^'-^ 
*' N. R I greet Rose with ^ brdtherfy 
kindness." ' ^ : 

• • - 

'' Well, Mr. Strictland, *' said Lady Add, 
^^ what is your opinion?' ^ i • 

** That the gentleman was Lord Mosie- 
ley, and his sister's letter corroborates-^Ws 
suspicion; but why he should not mike 
himself known at the Tower -piftzles 
me." • ^ • i w i . ^ ^ 

"Mr. Cavendish says ihe stranger Vas 



likrtdsomei'' '(Observed Fanny, ** and ilA 
fc^y'hd riieans agrees with Mr. Mos^ley'is ^^- 
•cdUiit^f his Lordship/'- -^ <>^^^* 

-^-•^Ohido riot let niy words 'have ati^ 
%^fght, he replied. ** Beauty is at best 
ttlAtter of opinion, and where is the wonder 
that Lady Ann's domestics and rhysetf 
*sbbuicl disagree in our estimate? Besides, 
'Pprofess myself no jirdge^of male comf?- 
^hfew, th-at IS a point we must sirbmit to tfrfe 
/deeisfori* of the ladies/* » i i:* 

^.:,<<f What is the character of hisr couhtie- 
•iMnce?" iticfuired Lady Ann. '' If 'ydiir 
''Ladyihip wJoh't' thitik nvd k vain coxcomS, 
iiftcrybur servants have" so decitiedl3^'pT(J- 
'liiofetK^eM his Lordshfp handsotne, 1 WoiiYd 
"^ajr, his fdiC^e bears -a strong resemblance to 
*'*ftiiiie; <ihh opinion is not cohfineil to my- 
^stlf/'for Ihave been frequently addfei^ed 
^'^ as Lord Mosele^, and that-by pfeoplfe^^fio 
"^ifelv hrifl tirell ; so that 'the lifefen^esi can- 
'nbt'b^ altogether imaginary/^ ' i-v ;^ 
'*- - i^^'An-d yet, if seen tbgether/* rieptfed' I^r 
!Eady«Kip, ** perhaps there wbuld'be a iilii- 
terial diflference. Your riefrhew arid tiiece, 
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jB^ette, are only distingui3)}ed, wh^Orapail^ 
by tb^ir dress ; but view tbein^ togetbi 
and tbey are very distinct^ J3ut;hfre|poq|| 
tl^^ cigrriages^ , and if we mean to rea<(h Sid- 
mouth before midnight,^ \\^e mmt nei^ 
jiager b^e nori^pon tbe road; ^ther^foie 
luakehast^t, girls." / .j jt^ 

Moseley, too mucb enainqurediitoifpriegp 
tif^. sigM and speecb of Fanny, mov&te^ 
i^ boTse belonging to Lacly Ai^i^'^ ^^ryaiit; 
and left tbe two groon^s in qiiiet pqss^^^ 
of tbe c^Mse. This piece c^f gall^nAry was 
up., less agreeable to the .|a<^i?s and, I^^' 
Stjriptl^pd than to &e joijpg,i»aR.,{/j3i« 
-P?.?asiq}jft|.,observ^^s. and, r^inftT^,# 
jYcrpifi^ jthe cqnyersatiQn,n ai?ql, : to^.faygy 
^it W4th : gf eater ft^e^.tjtiey dis^«flted^?t 
.t^ ^oot, of every bill, and leisjjf^pjy w^fepd 
; up t^ acpUyi^y, . ^nmifl^lfHi qf j t||Tie, t fifid 
.wholly ff^rgfitting .^(^ ^dif^a^qe jbetygP^ 
:j:.ym9 aftdSidipouth, cWbefC; ;th|?y.fi^J^>je- 
solved to sleep. But,. Qn.tbe^raqc^vai^ft 

.;:^tfir,,B, oo|isMlteti9«,)rji&,h^4 (^.the.^^^^ 
^ priety or danger,of prqqq^^ing ,a^i^sp,Jfte 

v*^i^9«rr TH ^^y i»^d b^^^^qnij^y 
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sukry; the breeze, at this moment^ wits 
ciobl and refreshing ; it was? not more ,th&ii 
.nito o^clock, and, m anoiher hour, ,tliey 
^ould have the benefit of the moon. There 
were no objections weighty e'nough ; tQ:Op- 
pose these advantages, and the carriages 
^ere again ordered^ notwithstanding the 
landlord's pretty broad hints of danger 
anting from predatory attacks* Tlie gen*- 
tleipen. smiled at fears, th&t had not 
ptiwer even to intimidate the 'ladies, Aftd 
th^ set forward 4s before, after tadyAnn 
had yainly requested Ji(los0ley to .xelinq)yiW}h 
ills horse^ and shelter .Mmself from a Ihe 
BJ^hjt air ; but he a^iiured^ her ^ )aidy£^bip( be 
shpuld feel much more eOnifprtal^Qoi^n 
.Ibprsebaok, it was a mods of trnvelllAg/ibe 
every way prefeirred; ^^^n^^ cpqtinu^^he, 
smiling, ^* I shall, in that, situation^ )be 
more iqamediately apprised pf apprqa^ing 
danger, should it arise inthe/fqrm o^r 
over anxious landlord so feelingly, -.jde* 
scribed.'' They had not left Exeter^ piore 
than half an hour, when a couple of borse- 
men> on^fujl gallop, overtook them^ and 
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fof some time kept behind the latter car- 
ijftge; at length, however, they passed it, 
aftd, taking the opposite side to Moscley, 
seenied intent on observing who the former 
oontained. The evening had closed in very 
dark, heavy cFouds obscured the stars, and 
^ though the outline of each figure was dis- 
•tinguishable, not a lineament of the coun- 
tenance could be discovered. The first 
:'nian looked earnestly into the carriage^ but 
Ubere total darkness prevailed, and, unable 
^ to satisfy his curiosity, he rode forward a 

• - - 

few paces, and apparently entered into 
"•conversation with his companion. Mose- 
'*.leyi until they sJie wed morfe hostile inicit- 
^^ifiotiS) thought silence the most adviseabk 
-bn?rllls part, particularly as a contrary CM' 
-Huct would -alarm his friends, who seemed, 
-at present, insensible of danger: and the 
^ men being now at som©' distance, if any 
• suspicion had arisen, it was as quickly dis- 
' Warded. " • 

'''"' 'Still, however, they kept in sight, and 
'the extreme hurry with which they made 

their approach, seemed now to be for- 
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gotten, or, at least, laid aside> whether 
with any sinister design time alone could 
unfold. 

They had proceeded about half way iin- 

molested, and the horsemen were out of 

sight, when the report of fire-arms, seeni- 

- ingly a-head, induced Moseley to - spur 

on the postillions, in hopes of rendering as- 

sistence to travellers perhaps not so well 

\protected as tbemselves; and whofhj he 

-had no doubt, the two suspicious men weve 

lat that moment attackingw A sudden turti 

'of the road brought >tbem to the scene of 

action, and they found their two f«)m»eT 

^^d6xrif>afai6ns! opposed by two othen^ ; up(Ai 

iWhich Moseley rode up, and placed himself 

by»4he side of the new comers, whose hoi^es 

and A|>parel plainly marked the distinctio]|. 

B«,' 'instead >i4f -takfng advantage of the 

^sut0CQu?^'be brought^ and !by that rncams 

-sieciir^ng tbei supposed- depredators, tbey 

116 s^ooniep sb?w> the carriages approach thakt, 

clftppittg spurs to their horses, they/^tp 

out of sight in a moment*' : , .'J* - ^'^^i 

jMi^sef6y, notwithstandtng tlUe cdwai^dice 
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of those h^^came.ppportunely to serve, de- 
itennined not tQ^ be robbed witl^out an 

effort to prevent it; but to oppo^a, force 
.with force. Accordingly he opened the 
^dopr of the chaise, and desired the grooms 
.to < lend their a^sistapce ii| securing, two 
'.njen, < whom h$ shrewdly; suspected /jof a 

design against their' properly, if not their 
ilivea- 

... ':pbi3. was .the first ;i^n<fpqe ujttered Jbg^i 
tfk^er party, and^ M \ its i QpmWkon^ \ the 
teJJer. sif. *he Atra^^^ipr, )^ rst . jw^ . .^pj^ffipi^. 
d^»i€) fit : pi ] laMgbt^/ . ^nd. I engl^i^ftl,' ; in 
itferirteH wmfimbe?^ ft«c^$:of Sk II^JtbH^ 

/Hifiit^^»r:/cS Whyi:c!M5^^y^!e..5Kh*|t^«]^ 

;dflTiFa[ <hw»e f+ery QU ? • T1jj& highwaxaaRj, 
hyi }ii\»»t side> .yi>u so Valiantly ijfla^icid 
yourself^ baVe made a prec^>iti^te teti^if^ 
and left 5» roassters Qf the ;fie}4> ^5ut/Jwpr 
aie.thdiladiwi? !for, liaVin^ fo^4 .ygui: I 
wjjpo^ L httRp) blso : found? th^m*. I hope 
.tbeijr .'wewrcpj^ cnaatferially lalarraed by tlK 
^irtoJj.whiefeiby J.apHer:! wa3 neaifly |giy- 
ing me my quietus/' . , . : ., j.: -,/:o -.^ , 
iBy *histlii(ii$^(thft Jadfes. and , MiwSltict- 
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land hafi.kft the carriage^ and: poured ont 
as many * congratuiatioM, and -epcpjresaed 
as n[iuc& joy at the rencontre^ as would 
hav^. gratified the vanity of ^he;gi»ateat 
self-lover in existence. But .the Barpnet 
was not vain enough to place the joy of 
the meeting solely to his own account. 
He knew what an eflPect an escape from 
recent danger, — no matter whether fancied 
or real,— could make on the human mind, 
and that the excess of one ilaturally gene- 
rates the other. 

Sir Herbert, when he so precipitately 
left Lyme, had formed no definite plan 
of action; nor could he be certain bow 
Lady Ann's nice notions of propriety 
would be affected at his sudden and un- 
expected pursuit. He was pleased, there- 
fore, to find that accident had paved a 
way for his reception, as flattering as his 
most sanguine wishes could have hoped ; 
and, from so pleasing a commenceroeat, 
drew the happiest presages of success. 
Not that he was Wind to Moselcy's un- 
disguised attachment, but his own pre- 
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tensions, as far as respected birth, — and 
he supposed fortune, — were so superior, 
that, as his claims could not be disputed, 
he was unwilling to suppose they would be 
disregarded. 
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CHAP. VI. 

I 

A M££TING OF OLD FRIENDS,— SYMP- 
TOMS OF JEALOUSY, — NOBLE VISITORS, 
AND A STRIKING RESEMBLANCE^ 

?/It has been before observed, that Sir 
Herbert Huntley fancied himself in love ; 
but whether Fanny or Rosette was the ob- 
ject of his attachment still remains to be 
decided. After a chace of forty miles, if 
any one had said ^^ Baronet, who are you 
pursuing ?" he would have promptly an- 
swered, ** Miss Fitz-York ;" because, as that 
young lady, with beauty, birth, and for- 
tune, would have been the point of attrac- 
tion to the generality of his sex, and as 
she and Rosette were never seen asunder, 
he confounded objects, but, to speak the 
truth, only admired Fanny through the 
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medium of a sincere attachment to ber 
humble friend. We might, I confess^ have 
given Sir Herbert the honour of making 
the discovery himself; for it is undoubt- 
edly taking an unfair advantage, to pub- 
lish a man's thoughts, before, in fact, he 
has thought at all: but, as what is'done 
cannot be undone, without making era* 
sures, which . the compositor would lose 
half an hour of his precious time in endea- 
vouring to decipher, we shall suffer it to 
pass, promising^ in future, to mind the 
business of the sqene, without unnecessa- 
^rily exposing, what perhaps it would be 
our interest tp conceal 

After supper, Mr. Strictland said, ^^Come, 
Sir Herbert, tell us honeslly what brought 
you so unexpectedly to Sidmouth ?" 

"That which governs more ponderous 
and consequential bodies than mine, — the 
power of attraction," replied the Baronet* 
*/ After parting with the present company 
this morning, I lounged into the rooms, 
but, to my great surprise, fdund every 
thing and every body disgusting. The 
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yoiing ladies, — who, before your arrival, I 
thought pleasant and aniusing^-— now ap- 
peared otie lump of affectation and folly ; 
and the old ones tiresome and fatiguing^ 
One party boasted of the beauty of the 
day, and asked me to ride ; another talked 
of the invigoratiug breezes, and invited 
me to ^alk ; but all my locomotive facul- 
ties were suspended; I felt a heaviness 
about the region of the heart that hung 
like a dead weight upon my exertions; and 
when a tolerably pretty woman asked me 
if I should be at the next ball, I thought 
her as ugly as Medusa, and almost wished 
blisters on her tongue ; for, oh! she brought 
to my recollection the blissful past, the 
perhaps never to be repeated happy hours 
of the former ball. 

" In the midst of these melancholy mu- 
sings, I said to myself. Baronet, what de- 
tains you at Lyme ? and, for the first time, 
it occurred to me, that I was not a fixture, 
but a moveable machine, which my horse 
would convey to any given place; then 
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why not to Sidmouth ? The thought n 
no sooner- formed than put in executiot 
s^ndi ^^ ^" '^^"^ after your departure, 
va3 also upon the road." 

*f But why not make yourself known, 
said Moseley, ** when you first overtoo 

us?" 

. . "Oh 1 my dear fellow, that was the vei 
excess of feeling," replied Sir Herbert. " 
was fearful of alarming strangers by stof 
ping the carriage at so unseasonable in 
hour ; for who could have suspected. Most 
ley to be the outrider ? and I was certo 
it was not Lady Ann's old groom ; theit 
fore, after consulting with my man, an 
being persuaded, as I thought, that yd 
were gone forward, I decided upon makinj 
the best of my way, when two ill-maunere< 
fellows cried, * stop ! or you are a dea< 
man/ But, as we were equal in number t( 
our opponents, and as I knew assistaoci 
was near at hand, I did not exactly obej 
this preremptory command, which so ex* 
operated these knights of the road, that 
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one of them £red, and will be tlie cause 
of .my purchasing a new hat sooner than I 
once in,tended/' 

;*' Heavens!*' exclaimed Rosette, ** was 
the. ball so near being fatal?" ''Since it 
was not fatal/' replied; the Baronet, plea-, 
sure beaming in bis eye at this proof of 
solicitude, '' I am indifferent to. the pirox- 
imity of it The ball certainly entered on6 
side of my hat, and made its way^ directly 
through the other, but without der^ngiog 
a single hair, or exciting, now it is passed, 
any sensation but gratitude." 

The succeeding day Lady Ann settled 
her' own immediate family and Mr. Strictr 
land in a comfortable lodging, from which 
Moseley and Sir Herbert, to their great 
mortification, were excluded^ except as 
visitors, " The opinion of the world, my 
young friends," ss^id her Ladyship, " cam- ' 
not be slighted, without sacrificing, at the 
same time, either our judgment, or adopt- 
ing an independence obnoxious to censure, 
and, of course, punishment; because, 
where the former is deservedly levelled, 

VOL. I. L 
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the latter will be felt in a very painful (k 
gree. There is no punishment to a feelii^ 
mind greatei^ than a consciousness of wdl 
app1i(^d eelisurevand^when I hear, youD 
people e8t)ecially/ setting the world's op 
nion at defiance, it invariably conveys tli 
idea of a weak head or a bad heart. Aoc 
as we shall pieet daily^ perhaps seven 
tiities in the day, it may, on the wbok 
render each other's society more pleasiof 
tban if indulged with a constant inter 
course.^' 

The young gentlemen were not goi 
vineed of the. impropriety this speech f> 
meant to urge; but, knowing an ^fpe 
would be ihefiectual, they made their hot 
and weht in search of apartments as Httl 
distant as possible. 

As the whole party were walking on II 
Exeter road, the secopd day of their m^ 
they observed two gentlemen on ho<if2^a^ 
approaching in the distance, and Ro* 
with more than usual vivacity, exclaiiB^ 
^* Lady Ann, here conies my dear Heniy' 
^ Sir Herbert looked grave. *' Yes/ ^j<* 
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ed Fanny ; '' here come both our dear 
Henry's !'' Sir Herbert started and ohanged 
colour. At length) assuming ah ease he 
Vas far from feeling, " What, ladies," said 
he, "have you each a dear Henry? And 
are the happy pair expected here Y^ 

"Expectation is past,*^ replied Fanay, 
"for here they are.*? At that moment 
Henry Tndor sprang from his horse, a^d 
sieiiing the offered hands of Lady Alan and 
Fah^ny, gracefully raised them to his lips, 
and with unfeigned ddigfit expressed his 
pleasure at the meeting. Meanwhile, Mr. 
CiVeirdish aljso alighted, and after tenderly 
saluting his sister, for young Tudor, un- 
mindful of his^ tutor^s claims, had seized 
with aiddity the attention of the other 
ladieS) adraAced to Lady A^n and her 
daughter^ and, with the easy freedom be* 
coming fais^ situatioa and character, paid 
his Vespectt/ at the same time good hu* 
immredly chiding Harry for being before- 
hand with kim. ' 

' SirHerben; during thk little scene, ex- 
: anined the strangers with an eye of scru- 

La 
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tiny, and was obliged taditly to coiife«, 
that appearances MTerp* ilrongly! in thai 
favour* The elder, ' be had no doubt, was 
the affianced Hiusb^iid of Miss Cavendiibj 
for. to not'Ieas a claim could the ardour of 
their meting, be attributed*; and, even io 
that case, he thought there ap(>eared ^ 
want of delicacy iil .Rosettje thus^^iibliclj 

receiving such testimony/'ef attachment 

" >■•<•■■- ■ - ' 

The other was too yotftfJjnUo appear for* 
midableas a rival, and his good humoured 
reception was attributed solely to a loog 
and juvenile friendship, perhaps existio; 
from infancy, Moseley, prepared for tlii 
meeting, atid well informed of the iexact 
situation of both parties, viewed the new 
comers with complacency; and, vfhen 
Lady Ann Trad completed the introdiiC' 
tion, presented his hand to each*, and 
hoped they should be better acquainted. 
But, the Baronet was inot content with 
this moderate and regular mode of pto^ 
ceeding. No sooner was the Guratenarofd 
as Rosette's brother thaa he abtoltiftl} 
embraced him, r— wondered at hia? o^'' 
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l)lin(Jnessjn not; pe<cgiving the family rcr 
semblance, — a^d vojlfe^ he would visit 
Tremorne, for tbe sole purpose o^ establish* 
ing a league, ^oflte|l^ive and defensive, with 
its worthy pasl^f.4. Fanny, aftet presenting 
Pet to her, friends, and announcing his 
various qualities, liipid a thousand questions 
to ask respecting Tremorne, its inhabitants, 
and vicinit]jf. She seemed to forget, in the 
joy of this meeting, that fourteen days had 
scarcely elapsed since she left it ; and, the 
animal spirit so far got the better of me- 
mory, that she inquired very anxiously, 
" if George and Georgiana were n^uch 
grown since she saw them?" Mr. Caven- 
dish smiled, and Tudor replied, archly, 
** Oh ! yes, amazingly ; you would be 
astonished how they are altered during 
the last fortnight." 

It would be difficult to calculate upoQ 
a happier party than the one now assembled 
at Sidmouth^ According tempers, conge- 
nial habits, and a general disposition to» 
please and be pleased, animated the whole; 
atid they appeared n^ore like an affectionate 
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family vieing for superiority of attachtneDt^ 
. than strangers thrown accidentally into a 
g^oup. • '^ 

After Fanny had given a toleraWy ooi- 
rect account of Lyme and its varieties, 
Mr. Cavendish inquired if Lady Ann bad 
seen or*heard anything of the strangei 
who called at the Tower, *' and who/' k 
continued; " Mrs. Sagely, your old hottsi* 
keeper^ says, was the handsomest and pliM* 
santest spoken gentleman she ever conVcf" 
sed with.- 

* ^' I wish this* handsome and pleasafit 
spoken gentleman/' replied her Ladyship, 
"would make himself known, that wc 
might form our own judgments of him; 
for, poor Sagely's general taste is not of 
modern growth/* 

" I should not wonder,** added Fanny, 
** if this highly-praised swain appeared la a 
cinnamon suit and a bob wig, for that I 
know is her favourite dress, because Mt 
Sagely was so habited when he paid his 
addresses to her. Bjr the bye, I hope the 
poor old soul is better of her rheumatism; 
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did yott see her this moriiiqg^ Mr. Caveor 
dish?^ ... 

' '^ I did ; and, by the same token> I have 
a letter,.. which I beg your Ladyship's t>u- 
doB for not delivering sooner.'* 

Lady Ann smiled as she perused her 
epistle, and, handing itto;Mr»SCrictland, 
said, '^ from my nephew; and» jsiuce Sir 
Herbert has withdrawn, pray read it aloud* 
With you, * Mr. Moseley, wc cm. have no 
reserve, having already made you ^ party 
in what concerns both this young man and 
his sister.*' 

Moseley, bowing, replied, *^ the conunu- 
aication did him honour." 
. Mr. Strictlandy instead of opening the 
letter, presented it to Fanny, saying, '^ this 
is the general reader, and one, who I. am 
sure will do more justice to her cousin^a 
sentiments tl|.an 1 shall.'' 

^* My dear Madam> 
*^ A few days have elapsed since I did 
myself the honour of calling at Tremornef 
biit to my unspeakable mortification .was 
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told your Ladyship and Miss Fitz«*York 
were on a tour round the western coast. 

**The disappointment will equally affect 
'Maria, who, next to the pleasure of seeing 
you herself, ,was most anxious that her 
brother should form a friendship with rela- 
iives so fespectable, and, give me leave to 
add, dear, although, to my loss, scarcely 
•known. 
. " If your Ladyship comes to town next 
winter, I shall avail myself of the opportii*^ 
Mty of cultivating an acquaintance so ho- 
nourable ; and, if my lovely cousin arrive 
with an unprepossessed heart, no endea- 
vours on my part shall be wanting to gain 
an interest there. But, if my dear madam, 
you do not intend to honour us with your 
presence, and will allow me to seek you 
emid the retirements of Tremorne, the 
indulgence will be gratefully appreciated, 
by, dear madam, your Ladyship's faithful 
friend and servant, 

... MOSELEY.** * 

" N.B. I beg your Ladyship will be the 
l>earer of tny best wishes jto Miss Fitz-York. 



An answer will either find me at Castte^ 
Priory or be forwarded.'* 

" Friday, July 19th, ISil.'' 

** 'Tis only daled two days ago,^ conti- 
nued Fanny, ** and bears the Exeter post^ 
mark; so, probably, his Lordship may still 
be in the neighljourhood.'V 

** Does your Ladyship ga to town this 
winter?" asked Henry, timidly. 

*' Mr. Strictland advises it ; but, at pre- 
sent I have no* come to. any decisiion. 
London holds forth no temptations to me; 
for, except the present company and my 
niece, there are few attractions in the me- 
tropolfe." / 

* ^ What ! not Lord Moseley ?" said 
Henry, with vivacity. . : . 

*' Certainly,. I wish to see his Lordship; 
feuti it seieras we have no ocoasion to travel 
for that pleasure, since a line from^me will 
bring him to Treniorne." 

" And; if your lovely dau^hteKs? l^art 
be at liibjerty,"— said Moseley, — r* ri * 

*' He may^ I am sure, command that 
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portion of it which naturally belongs to^ 
near a relative," repried her Ladyship. 

'' But willliis Lordship be so content?'^ 
asked Moseley. 

■■' ** He musk My daughter is too poor 
and inconsequential to be received intotlK 
iamily of Lord Mountca&tle, as ske ought 
to be received ; and, I hppe Fanny's art 
too proud to enter into any connexion, 
where the heads of the house do not eoiirt 
the alliance.'* 

.r'< Poor Lord Moseley T ejaculated te 
name-sake. 

^^ I think your Ladyship had better ptk 
a negative upon iiis journey into Devour 
shire, •* said Mr. Strictland ; '* or, at least, 
ist him know your sentiments, and then, 
if he has temerity enough to fall in lof^i 
he must take the consequences.^* 

** They will prove fatal if he be reject* 
ed," Wgohied Henry. 

" Indeed ! young gentteman, " «aW 
Moseley ; *^ you sp^ feelingly.'^ 

** But not lfa» expeftenc^"^ s«id 8fc 
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At this momeiit Sir Herbert eutettdi 
>vkh a countenance oaiwhich tlie pkaraJ[f 
of pleasing wa^ legiUly written. Hearing 
the young ladies express theifSvish f or .n 
marine excursion, he salUed fi»rth withMt 
a bint of his intention/ an^i^o^w (etwrped 
irith intelligence that all things wei;e po^ 
pared, and every thing ready, for a sail. .. 
,, Unlooked for pleasures are always^ die 
greatest. Those long expected^ upim 
which calculation is ever basyy are ruined 
by anticipation; but, here these wafrnothiixg 
lost by foreknowledge ; the agreeable. ne«i> 
burst upon them in a form the most.d<^ 
UghtfuU and at a season the best calq^latedi 
for a sailing exoursiDn, the ^eatheiv tbt 
invigorating bre^zesy the prepaiaiions made 

by Sir Herbert to satisfy the. ettvtngs of 
appetite»^-^&)r» ntilike many heroine% out 
.Fanny was sometimes hungry ».-r-but,. aboi« 
all, the assimilating monnefs ofeachindi^ 
vidual rendered the scene so truly delight* 
fnl, that th^ hour of diniiei^ iound .them 
stiti «& the watciv. and the teane^uifMige 
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ihlitcd 'tbdr arrival in vaiii; nor^.till S 
•luM^ forth ibisi parting beams were: they 
^ioded of the lapse of time, and the£r>i 
uty of a sp'^eedy debarkation. This, how* 
Mtr, >vas at laogth effected without at 
single accident, which we the rather re- 
gB^, because neither the courage or buoyant 
qualities of our young men were called 
Wto action ; nor had they an opportunity 
- of seeing ^hpw interestingly beautiful a 
fiemale can loolc when drenched with water, 
i^.have somewhere read of a hero saving 
his mistress from ^ watery grave, wheoi 
instead of following the course pointdi 
out by common sense, that is, speeding to 
the Qcarest habitation and discarding theii 
wet garments, the happy pair found it 
tDor§ convenient tojoiter on the road,^ and 
beneath the umbrageous foliage, dripping 
with wer, and, of course, shivering with 
dild, to acknowledge their mutual passion. 
This may be very sentimental; but it 
brings to my mind the description Lydis^ 
I^#tigu]8li- gives .of her nocturnal winbery 
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assignatibii) where the lover kneels iti th« 
snow, and coughs and sneezes most pa- 
th! ally.'' 

The following day, Moseley, to the 
surprise and regret of the whole party, 
announced his intended departure, in con- 
sequence, as he said, of letters received 
that morning; but from whom, or the 
cause of this sudden resolution, he chose 
to confine to his own breast. Nor was he 
less mysterious concerning his connexions 
or place of abode. \vThat be was a gentle- 
man, by education and manners, there 
couM not be the smallest doubt, but of his 
family he gave no hint, nor, though em* 
^barrassment and anxiety marked his depar« 
tore, did he express any hope of a future 
meeting ;' and, when Lady Ann regretted 
the gap his loss would make in their society^ 
be replied, with much emphasis : — 

" The gap, my dear madam, is only a 
temporary breach made unexpectedly and 
as quickly repaired j if not by nie, by one 
more worthy of the honour, though not 
more, sensible of it. To your Ladyship 
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and Miss Fitz-York I am indebted for the 
pleasautest days of my existeftce : and, 
should they never return, regret and dis* 
appoinjmtDt must be my future portion; 
you, -Mr. Strictland and Sir Herbert, I 
leave in full possession of that society from 
which I am banished by imperious neces* 
sity, and the crooked poUcv.of those, wh^f 
oyerlooking modest worth and talent , > 'i 
bftt— — I beg your pardon; I am euteiping 
upon a theme uninteresting and unimpoft- 
ant to strangers, and with an egotism mA 
to be defended, have, perhaps, awakened 
diriosity it would be imprudent on my psait 
to gratify, Buty I see my horses coming 
round, and without the heart-rending taak 
of formal leave-taking, say, God bless- 70% 
alL Make my respects to Mr Cavendtsfa, 
his sister, and Tudor, and now, farewelk/^- 
At the. end of this sentence he rtiihed 
out of the room, mounted his horse, and 
iras out of sight in a momeht, leavittg 
Lady Ann, her daughter, and the twogetf- 
ttemen, lost in amazement at the purport 
of his parting address. His 96cefl»0if left 
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a chasm sot easily filled ; and, the remain^ 
derof the day was occupied in vain con- 
jectures respecting iiis family and situation^ 
and fruitless wishes for the return of b, 
companion who had made the period of 
their acquaintance pass, not with pleasure 
merely, but with profit and improvement, 
few y'CMing men had it in their power to 
botov* 

When Henry, his tutor, and Miss Caven- 
dish, returned from their walk, and under- 
stood the departure of Moseley, Rosette 
aad'her ^brother Expressed their regret iia 
^M strongest terms; but Tudor, whose 
Countenance was the faithful index of hib 
kigenuous mind, affected not a sorrow he 
could not feel; on the contrary, joy spark- 
kd in his dark ^e, and pleasure flushed 
his naturally animated countenance. 
> \ Moseley 's attentions to Fanny bad been 
ef the most unequivocal kind, and filled 
%ht youthful bosom of Harry with an un* 
easiness no other incident had ever occa* 
fioned* Added to tins, envy of the absM- 
.tee's st^imor atiraclionsi asid th« evidei^t 
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delight that superiority excited, raised a 
sensation hitherto unknown, an3 to which 
he was unable to give a name ; for jealousy, 
, according to the schools, could only attach 
to passion, and his love for Fanny had 
never before assumed that name; it was 
the cool, calm, tralKquil, aifection of a bror 
ther and sister, grounded, on a reciprocity 
of friendly and kind services, and ajriijter- 
change of unlimited confidence f But, when 
on his arrival at Sidmouth, he found hinir 
self placed, as it were, in the back-ground, 
and saw Fanny, three •years his junior, 
treated with all the pohte attention bcr 
stowed by well bred men upon females of 
a certain rank and age, whilst lie was look* 
cd upou ias a mere boy, it kindled the 
latent sparks of envy and jealousy in his 
before tranquil bosom, and ardently did he 
languish for the return of quiet and seclu- 
sion at'Tremorne. So situated, we cannot 
wonder that Tudpr rejoiced in the absence 
of at least one of his dreaded rivals. Sir 
Herbert Huntley was equally attentive to 
Miss Fitz- York, equally polite, but it was 
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unattended with that extreme solicitude, 
which ever marked the approach of Mose- 
' ley, and, therefore, he was a less appalling 
object in the eyes of our juvenile lover. 

To turn the current of their thoughts 
and the course of their conversation into a 
new channel, Lady Aniupropbsed the play 
for that evening, and a change of residence 
on the ifollowing day. Both these points 
were agreed upon, after Sir Herbert had 
obtained leave to accompany the party to 
£xmouth; towards which place they' set 
' forward after breakfast, and were just en- 
' tering Otterton, when a coroneted landau, 
with several outriders, passed them at great 
speed ; but not quick enough to prevent 
their taking a cursory view of the travel- 
lers ; one of whom they all declared to be 
their new acquaintance, Moseley : the 
. other two were females. " And yet, it 
appears ^very extraordinary,'* said Lady 
Ann; ** that he should pass us without re- 
coginitioi^" 

" The velocity with which the carriages 
passed each other,** replied Mr, Strictlaqd^ 
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''might create an optical delusioD, other- 
wise I should say he did recognize u» ; for^ 
his countenance expressed surprise, and he 
immediately addressed one of the ladies, ai 
I thought, in a stile of information/' 

** Did any one observe the arms or n<h 
tice the livery r" asked her Ladyship. But 
they all declared they were too much asto- 
nished at the unexpected appearance of 
Moseiey to think of the former, and: as 
abrupt turn in the road, prevented their 
lookmg after the latter. This unthou^ 
of rencontre afforded food for conversatioi 
during the remainder of the evening ; aiid, 
when they returned from a romantic ex^ 
cursion on the subsequent day, words 
would be inadequate to express Lady Aiin'$ 
astonishment to liear that Lady Milford 
and Lord Moseley had left their cardsi 
'\ Lady Milford 1 Lord Moseley! whaji 
could have brought them to so remote r 
place ? particularly as the carriage, on t^ 
foregoing day, was evidently intended f0( 
a different destination." That the landas 
lielonged to one or other of these distio^ 
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guished petsonages admitted of no further 
doubt: the likeness said to subsist betweeA 
Moseley and the young Lord fully ex- 
plained the error of the preceding day, 
and Lady Ann Was no less anxious than her 
daughter to return the visit of two rela- 
tives, who avowedly sought their acquaiilt* 
ance, and probably had come into Devon^ 
shire for that express purpose. 
> ' It being yet early day amongst fashioti- 
able people, her' Ladyship and Fanny; 
attended by Mr. Strictland, \uere ushered 
kita Lady Milford's apartment; who re- 
ceived them M'ith a dordiality ani ireedoih 
peculiar to herself, and perfectly in unison 
with the feelings of Lady Ann and our 
heroine. Mr. Strictland was recognized 
as an old acquaintance, and their casual 
meeting at Reading canvassed with good 
hunloured pleasantry on both sides. " My 
Lord's behaviour," continued Lady Mil- 
ford, '* I am afraid left no very favourable 
impression, but you must endeavour to 
think as well as you can of him, always 
keeping in view, that a man absorbed, as 
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Laidy Ann'3 brother is, in projfects of 
lH>undless ambition^ has little time and I«$s 

" iooliuation to bestow on the comiDOii 
courtesies of life. He treated you, Mr. 
Strictland, with very liitle consideration; 
but, I am free to confess, that his behavi- 
our to me, though a female^ and his male 
friends in general, except those of a certain 
class, is little less repulsive; therefore, as 
you are not peculiarly obupxious to ill 
breeding, I hope you will pardon the pri- 
vileged rudeness of George Earl of Milford, 
Baron Lofty, and one of his majestys 

• most honourable privy counciU" 

Lord Moseley, who was absent when 
Lady Milford's visitors arrived, now enter^ 
ed the room;^and, whilst he was making 
his bow, Lady Ann, Fanny, and Mr. 
Strictland, exchanged reciprocal glances of 
wonder at the astonishing resemblance he 
bore to their departed friend. The simili- 
tude extended, even to the voice, and had 
not her Ladyship bieen prepared for a like- 
iiess as striking as unaccountable, she 
would have thought her nephew and hh 
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nimiesake one and thesame person.^. I say, 
sHe would have thought jbo ; because, ai 
the blinda were down to Mcfude tiie afters 
noon sun, his jet black hair Was-notiesiily 
distinguished fromjoung Moseley's bright 
auburn ; but Fanny, by whose: side .he 
placed hini$elf, promptly* made the disco- 
veity, aud a second glance convinced her, 
that though .this resemblance' was indeed 
atrong) it .was not altogethei' perfect 

After the first forms of * introduction, 
l«ady Milford said, *' my dear sister and 
^niec/e,^ fp.r so^ in spite of fashion, I am de^ 
termined to call you, , this good boy, 
George, and myself^ have languished I 
know qot how long for the present ptea- 
sure. It was originally our ii^tention. to 
have visited you at Tr^morne; but,.doubt« 
ful of finding you jat home, bis Lordship 
first u^idertook the journey on a jeconnoi* 
ti'ingplan; when und.erstanding .from the 
servants that.yo^r ^X^dyship and family 
were n^iaking a tour round the co^t, we left 
Crosvenor^Hall i|i,jpAira^i;t;< and, jarriving 
yesterday at Sida|ouU), found. we must 
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certatDly. have passed you cm the road; 
accordiDgl3% we once more faded aboiri( 
and are hafpy to find our labour has not 
been in vatn/^ 

: '^ iUo labour^ however arduous, can be 
vain that meets with duch a delightful w 
compense/* cried his Loklship. ^* Antioi^ 
pation generally outruns enjoy ment^ and 
destioys the pleasure of a meeting hnH 
wished . for ; but, in the present instave^ 
imagination^ though very busy^ has stop- 
ped short of the reality. I had painted 
my taunt and cousini from a. sketcli b] 
Maria, • in glowing colours, but find its 
mere daub when 'compared with the oi^ 
Halsy: whom I knew to beebarming, but 
not how very charming*'' 

^' Your Lordship's polite flattery has 
qovelty to> recommend it,'' replied Lady 
Ana : '^' I have been so long secluded that 
I almost forget its fksdnattng voice> ^mA 
Fanny now hears it for the first time.'' ^ 

'' Indeed ! " i«joined Lady Milfoiti; 
^.Ai^ the male creatnires at Tremome^M 
entire! j^ -iglni^rant, as not to kn;dw that 
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flattery, dtear flattery, is more welcome* than 
Q^fjdaily bread, and that a modern tntis 
cottld as «ooii exist without the one. as the 
other?'* . 

; ^^ But I am not a modern miss," replied 
Faimy; 'Vaud, therefore, may be allowed 
to prefer the grosser aliment.^ 

" Of necessity, my dear," cried Xady 
M^lbrd« . ** Where there is no alternative, 
tiuue can be no choice, and. your male 
visitors^ at Tremorne, Til be bound, Imve 
not an atom of the courtier about them ; 
they arCf too sincere, too ingenuous, too 
unwphisticated, to adopt the language of 
flattery.'' * • 

f < What does your Ladyship understand 
by flattery P** asked Mr. Sttictland. 

^* Sometimes it. applies to a direct^vio- 
lation of truth ; that I call gross flattery, 
which none but the vainest of my weak 
sex will appropriate,; but, commonly, it is 
truth exaggerated, and that, if well mana^ 
ged, may be made acceptable to the most 
fefined appetite^ and eomes nnder the de* 
ni>iniiiatioii of delicate flatteiy.^ ^ 
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* ** The reason then,'' replied Mr. Strict- 
land, " that these ladies are so little usd 
to it is, their friends are too sincere to ad- 
minister gross flattery, and themselves too 
amiable,— too good,— I was going to say, 
too charming to admit of exaggerated 
praise.'' 

" Very well, indeed V said the Countess, 
^^ fbr one of the Tremorne school. I think 
eren your Lordship may take a lesson here 
to advantage. But how do you pass yoar 
time ? What society have y-ou ?' 

^* Our time," replied Lady Ann, "b 
spent in a pleasureable and profitable sur- 
vey of the county ; our society consists of 
a select party, including the worthy Curate 
of Tremorne, his pupil, and Sir Herbert 
Huntley, whom chance introduced to our 
notice in the ball-room at Lymci" 

"Sir Herbert and I," said Lady Mil- 
ford, " are old friends. Pray what is his 
present character ? Puppyism ?'* 

"Oh, no,** replied Fanny, "he dropped 
that the first day of our acquaintance, and 
took up ^•^ • ' 
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" The laver, I presume/'' i titer riipitedthie 
Coitntess. " But tnist bim not, my dear 
Frances, for stability, is not one of Sir 
Herbert's virtues. He was never constant 
to any pursuit, during one revolution of 
the moon, nor is the sun more glaring than 
the young Baronet's foibles. Is he the 
only acquaintance you made during' your 
^ater-side tour ?" 

/'Not exactly," replied Lady Ann, 
** Apropos ! Nephew, have you any knovtr- 
ledge of a Mr. Moseley?" 

'* Not the slightest. Who, and what is 

her 

'^ A. gentleman, by edueation and man« 
ners,— in person, the fac simile of your- . 
self,T-your title alone makes the d4J9fev« 
eince;" 

•* And the coboiir-of Lord Mosejey's 
hair," rejoinisd Fariby. ^ But I wonder 
you don't know him, for he expressed a 
knowledge of you, and ^ve Lady Ann 
the family address." " 

."Many people,^ though personally un- 
knpwD;" observed Lady Milford, " are ac* 

VOL. I. M 
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fMiitted with the names, ttties, and x^i 
^eAbti^ families in Lord Moseley's spbeie 
bttt'^hene isthia fac aimiie ^ hia Lmi 
Mfi ) I should like toaee bkn/* 

'^ By a sudden and iineKped^d de}»r* 
tur^ two days ago,** rle^ied Lady Abb^ 
^' he has: made a breach in our society^ 
wlueh veiy fe^ men wHLbe fbuod capabk 

offilUng-" 

**Hhen I had hetter not undertake anl 
enterprise sa haaardous,'^ said hif Loni- 
ship, ** lest the attiempt^ without the deed^ 
confound floe.'' 

^^ The work, George," said the CounUa^ 
^' is half done to your hand, by persooal 
fesemblance; and^ if partiality does juK 
mislead: me, I tfaipk^ where jf0U iUl, f€v 
men have much chance of success* Wbit 
say you Mr* .Strictland?"* 

^M say widi your Ladysliip, that Lopi 
Mosdey ;ts fully entijbled to make the biai^ 
and perhaps with 'as great a prospect of 
success, as ninety «-nine men out of a hfin- 
dred. ; But our absoit itkpd is w^ in i 
thousand^ consequf^tly, his Lprdsfaqiha! 
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great odds- to encoiifit^r. Let not thi»^ 
however, discourage him; the moM hazard* 
OU3 the attempt the g^reater glory> if fluc- 
cesffyl, and noa^ huti^ir co^ward woald 
re^nquish a point becauae victory wa^ 
dottbtfuL**,. , , :.. * .,i . r, 

" Whether Lord Moseley be the victor 
or the va¥Hmisi^«li'' reptied Lady Milford, 
^ some future. pefiodiniiifcdeterminei At 
present we :ar^ dtbligf^d to r^iMC the srege. 
A power I Jiave nevei; yet had the temerity 
Ao' dispute pteri^Htted this^excuraiou/ with- 
out knowitfg its object^ but was such a 
Biggard of timci that to-tmorrow morning 
we dre compelledtto make a precipitate re- 
treat*. If,, ho wexer, your .Ladyship and 
-oiir fair CQusiii participate; in our regret, it 
will give us hopes tbdt the ensuing winter 
may produce n rietiewal of the present in* 
tertourse. . I^rely, my dear sister, you 
mean to bjing Frances r to town«" 

"Why should;!? Nothing but mor- 
t^eation awaits her therb. Her nearest 
coiifitctions. wiU afford her no counte- 
nance, and as poverty, ik so heinous an 

M-2 
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offencCy bow can I expect strangers to 
pardon it.'' 

" Poverty, my dear sister, like every 
other good or evil, is comparative. Your's 
is solely in opposition to your former 
splendour; but, were it otberwise, — were 
you indeed poor, — you possess that for 
wbicb millions would excfatinge tbeir wealth, 
and be gainers by the purchase. I do not 
rank my Lord and Lady Mountcastle in 
this number, and, believe me, I think they 
are objects of pity on that account; but 
wealth i« their idol, and to it they sacrifice 
all don^estic feeling. As our time is neca- 
sarily limited, perhaps Mr. Strictland and 
Frances will be considerate enough tosbe«r 
Lord' Moseley the^ lions, that he may be 
enabled to tell Maria something more of 
this minor watering place than rnerely 
that it takes its name of Ekmouth. from 
being the mouth of the river Exe. Mean- 
while your Ladyship will indulge me with 
a confidential communication till the hoiir 
of tliitner, Which I hope and expect the 
present party will devote to me." 
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CHAP. VII. 

STRANGERS,— A SHORT NARRATIVE, — 

MORE LETTERS. 

As good breeding prevents our inti;usion 
on the uoble sister's tfete-^-t^te,. so inclina- 
tion bids us join the cou$ins and Mr. Strict- 
laiid in their ramble, ivhich was productive 
of general pleasure and individual satisfac- 
tion. Whether Lprd Moseley^s unaccount- 
able resemblance to their favourite friend 
produced that aittraction, which, in some 
persons, is inestimable; or whether his 
Lordship really possessed those fascinating 
powers which force admiration, I cannot 
at present determine; but the fact is posi- 
tive. No three people,— ^one, as it appears^ 
a total stranger, — could have conversed 
with less restraint. Every shadow of 
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Strangeness was banished, and^ had a fourth 
person overheard the conversation, he 
would have said '' these are friends of a 
long-standing, whose attachment is founded 
upon a reciprocal knowledge of each others 
good qualities." 

After viewing every thing in this smalt 
town> that could give^ the most distiant 
idea of curious or beautiful, they turned 
dieir steps towards Lady Milford's tempo* 
rary residence, when a sharp angle brofi^bt 
immediately to their view Sir HerlkH 
IJuntliey, Mr. Cavendfsh^ y<^r\k^TudpTy^ 
ind ^>sekte. The Baronet and Miss Ca* 
vendish seized the hands of Lord' Mdibfey, 
and welcomed his teturti with all the ^rdeir 
of- friendship, —Mr. Cavendish politely 
hoped the business which so unexpectediy 
called him away, was settled to his satis- 
faction,-^but Henry stood aloof. He wa^ 
too mu(^ the child of sincerity, to express 
what he did not feel, and the supposed 
Mr. Moseley's return gave him a setisii- 
tion little according with joy. He saw 
before him a fancied rivali with pretensions 
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of the very first class^ Lady An&'« par*' 

tialityjwaft openly avowed, . and fully J4i8ti«» 

filed by the young man's merit; and be 

beheld Fanny, at this moment, more aiii« 

mated, more joyous, than at any former 

period. This he could only attribute tohtr 

favourite's unexpected return, and, filled 

with chagriii and mortification^ he turned 

^firith disgust from an 6bjectr whose sape^ 

rioriiy he felt and acknowledged, with«a 

l^itterness that overpowered <■ the natural 

generosity of his temper. 

i Fandy^ whose face was the faithful copy 
^ her mind^ was, in truth, as happy at 
this moment as a human being could bor 
The notice of 4uch near and respectaUe 
connections filled her young heart with 
sensations of delight hitherto unknown; 
and the joy which sparkled in her eyes 
gave a probability to Tudor's suspicions 
attqgeth^ feasible. The mistake of her 
companions, in . addressing Lord Moseley 
as their late travelling acquaintance, added 
aa archness to her natural vivacity, and 
the looks she exchanged 'mth Mr. Strict- 
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4aad were reciprocally explanatory. His 
Lordship, meanwhile, affected a. surprise 
he did not feel; Lady Ann's elucidation 
having fully cleared what would otherwise 
probably have, been fnatter of real astonish- 
ment. But the wonder he pretended was 
weak and nugatory, compared to what her 
friends felt, when Fanny introduced hiim 
aa the identical Lord Mostley^ whose | 
likeness to Mr. Moseky the latter had 
spoken of so decidedly. Sir Herbert 
thought it physically impossible for two 
people to he so exactly similar; for, with 
respect to their hair being of different htics, 
he had been tod much accustomed, in his 
o>vn person, and th«it of. his* contempora- 
ries, to see an auburn wig in the morning, 
and a black scratch in the evening, for 
that circumstance to have any weight 
Rosette '* begged his Lordship s pardon for 
the familiarity of her address, and hoped 
he would attribute it t« an error, naturally 
resulting from the unaccountable and un- 
common resemblance he bore the gentle- 
man she thought herself addressing." Mr. 
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Cavendish observed, that " he was taken 
by surprise, otherwise the colour of his 
Xiordship's hair would have clearly pointed 
out the difference of their persons." Henry 
Tudor, whom mortification had hitherto 
kept silent, was now taciturn from another 
cause. Joy, to find his dreaded rival con- 
verted into a stranger, and that stranger 
Fanny's near relation, — which accounted 
for the too apparent pleasure observable in 
her tell-tale countenance, — filled! his young 
bosom with rapture, too great for expres* 
sion. But though he vented it not in 
words, pleasure again' re-illumined his ex- 
pressive countenaqce, and, advancing to- 
wards the circle, he made his bow with as 
much ease and grace as Lord Moseley re- 
turned it; and a spirited conversation en- 
sued, which ended only when the parties 
separated for dinner. 

Lady Milford was successful in per- 
suading her widowed sister to spend the 
e](isuing winter in town ; and left Devon- 
ishire> fully confirmed in the admiration she 

MS • 
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had preTJoiuly conceived for both njother 
and daughters * • • ' " ^ ■ ^' " 

Jiord Moseley^ feelings k^^pt piaee^^'^i 
rather oatran her Ladyship's; iiraisiiitteb 
as yoiuth rendered him more^afdent^ aild 
aeai more susceptible, of ' fetn'mme' excel* 
knee. Born with varm pasn^rons, ttnd 
those never ci^rbed. by par^ntat^airthorityi 
the wonder is that he should reach- the %ge 
of maturity with so few faults ; but nafuit, 
trhen she bestowed passions, likewise addrt 
•good, sense, and a quick pefceptklii ef 
those qualities which create • esteem. - in 
Lord M ilford and Lady Mminteastle te 
saw high birth, and attainments of "il6 
mean order, subject their possessors tb 
contumely^- sometimes* ridicule^ because 
they seemed" to conceive these to be the 
great and only good. Elevation of , rank 
produced in them no devation of manned 
unless excessive pride and boundless arro- 
gance convey that idea : to these vaiv* 
glorious passions even tte parental < arflfeo- 
tions were subservient ; for^ though Loi^ 
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Moseley was his niotfaer's ido^it 09fgtnatt4 
not in love for his persou^ but £bf the being 
destined to convey her name and honours 
to posterity ; consequently, be was of im 
estimable value : but, as Lady Maria was 
powerless in such a > cause, her insignift^ 
caoce was fully appieciated by the noldi 
aiid^fittissabt Lad(y Mounteastle. , ^'- 

ijutd Moseley and Lady Maria, or a^l. 
shall call them whenever it suits my c6tt- 
Tasience, Ocforge. and Maria, for, bekg 
ayl^lf of the plebeian order, usage haft 
renderied the simple Sponsorial appellatioii 
nioftf pleasant I say, George and Maria 
Were attached to each o«her,^not merely by 
tisS'Of consanguinity; but by the accord*^ 
itfg sympathy of good and virtuous minds ^ 
add, perhaps, this attachment was m6ri 
powerful fr6m being in a manner conc(elti<^ 
timted ; fir Lord Mountcastle, though not 
« bad man in the main, yet possessing a 
ir^k mind, submitted his own will without 
a murmur to thesdpreme controul of his 
Lady^s superior understanding; and tbia 
iflsbeeility was ^ foierunner of erfois iQ 
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cdculated to inspire reverence in the 
minds of such children. The social afibc- 
tions of this fashionable couple were lost 
in. the vortex of ambition and aggrandise- 
menty and to the attainment of these^ no 
iicrifice was thought too great. Already 
kftd Lady Ann Fitz-York and her amiable 
daughter been offered up at thai shrine, 
, l^aqse the world pronounced thenn poor \ 
a^bpugh, previous to Mr. Fitz-York's 
death, it was the wish nearest Lady 
Mountcastle's heart to promote a marriage 
|>etween George and Fanny. But now, a 
dread of this union was one grand c^se 
of the family estrangement. Had Lady 
4nn's fault been only poverty, I^dy 
l^ountcastle would probably have received 
her as a reduced relation,~for, there are 
minds to whom a triumph of this kind is 
peculiarly sweet ;— but she had a daughter, 
young, lovely, and attractive, a^nd her only 
sqn was ardent and susceptible ; could she 
* then otherwise than dread the acquaiatr 
ance ? particularly as Fanny had heretofore 
beeua^i object oa >vhqm slie lavished the 
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most extravagant encommms, and in no~ 
instance bad she deservedly forfeited heir 
£ivoar, at least, in none which Geor^ 
Wjoyld deem satisfactory. } : . i i a 

Thejapse of another month foiiAd Lady 
Ann and her family quietly seated at TrOr 
mome, whither Mr. Strictland accompanied 
them» but was obliged to hasten away,'in 
consequence of letters "which awaited hid 
arrival. Sir Herbert had taken reluctant 
leave at Teignmbuth, but was consoled ^iti 
some measure by a prospect, and that no 
distant one^ of renewing ;the acquaintance 
in tov^n. Meantime, he had Lady Ann's 
promise to receive one letter from him, 
Ithdugh all his rhetoric proved unavailing 
when he wbuld have stipulated for aii 
answer. This refusal may, perhaps, by 
some be. deemed prudery and affectation ; 
but it originated simply from prudence; 
and was the same principle which prevent- 
ed her giving him an invitation to Tre"- 
naorne. The young Baronet was lively, 
volatile, and unthinking ^ there wasbesicfe^ 
norflmadl degree of Canity in his compoai* 
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lifu;. and^ ftmale correspondence is ^dt bf 
$iMh characters always held sacred. ' I;^y 
Anai^thongh a Widow, 3' as neithev ol4 
nor void of attractioii ; and, had she ben 
(ipth» th« circumstance of hartii^^i two 
jwung females tindcf her care^ »far who^ 
I^Dduct ;8he was i nesponsible, iroold iiafi 
s^vn her the imprc^riety oi admittiflg 
ifitle TisJlarsi unless of a oertata dtaieirip^ 
tion ;,, or enooB raging male correspondeiiei^ 
n^h^n neither saaciionetafc fay age/ 4ffi&tij$ 
Qf( tang .acquaintance. Mr. Moseley: bsi 
sever presumed to solicit a favour of' tKi 
deUcf^te^nkture, though* witii ^ulil, peri 
haf>$ greater^ pretensions than' tb6 otheirf ^ 
he hady, her Ladyship would from princ^ 
have refused him ; nevertheless, cand«UI^ 
obliges us tp say, it would have beelt with 
gre4iter rduclance; for Moseley was li 
iiiftliVof\ prudence^ untinetured by vanl^ 
aod not likely to boast of a lady'k favooif^ 
whether real or imaginary. Tis' tttxe III 
was iiiysterious regarding hit family ^boi^ 
neitiods and . residence ; but/ in other ^j^ 
5pects^ openness and i»ncerit|r were most 
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€MXspi6nonBi and, wh^re there was jiidtbiiig 

positively to blame^ the reader, wiil^' I hope; 

with Lady Ana, aci^uit him of crime; ^ and 

irest satisfied that developement will neither 

produce shame or cause mortification. 

«; JDuring' Lady AmiV ^abselice^ >a imiAily 

llifd settled -in: the neighbourhMd 'of Tro» 

mioirn^: of whom, report spoke ivariomly; 

Iti consisted of a superannuated. Majsa^ 

ntmed Stokes^ and his wife, a< portly ldash^ 

idgctame, who possessed ^reat personal 

mttl-aclion, and, according to rumour, nilod 

iM^r '(tfebtlitated husband. with a. rod of Srofh 

Ite reaitan for their seitfUng in Devonshire 

Was a family one.- Mfs.iStoke% k appearis^ 

had a sister at Trempme^ ^ and ,altboiigh 

jjreetioii never . heretofore united them^ 

tilsy ^ere each too much raised from their 

origiiial ohscuiity, not to feel present pride 

iii!Q»wsitng the affinity. 'Bat^ though so 

IHMKpeciedly elevated to ease and afflu- 

toce, ihe minds of- these udamiable sistcm 

iftained all the coarseness for which ithey 

ipcere famed[ as spinsters ; .to this was xMur 

ad^^ loiv pride and vn^ar ostentation^ 
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with a passion for gossiping and defaraa^ 
tion so inveterate, that it was become pro- 
verbial in Mrs. Gaskell, and Mrs. Stoket 
scorned to be outdone either in malice or 
iil-nature. 

Mrs. and Miss Gaskelts, since the arrival 
of the Major and his lady, felt their own 
consequence wonderfully increased. Hi' 
therto they had been shut out from tbt 
society of those, whom Mr Gaskellhad 
every right to call his equals ; and who 
welcomed him with the squeeze of friend* 
ship, but declined receiving the visits of 
his wife and daughters, because their con^ 
duct was so glaringly opposite to good 
breeding, or even good nature, that the 
gentry, one and all, shewed their disappro- 
bation by neglect. But now they were 
received at the Major's table, exhibited ia 
the Major's carriage, and my brother, the 
Major, or my aunt, the Major's lady, were 
the favourite topics of conversation amongst 
their visiting acquaintance =" Waltei," 
matnma said, ^^^ould now be promoted to 
high rank through his nhcie, tli^ Majdr's 



FANNY FITZ-YORK.: 257 

infliienGe; aqd, the Miss Gaskells, wha 
only wanted introduction to be followed 
and admired, she had ho doubt of marry- 
ing into the noblest families." 

** And then, mamma/' said the amiable 
Miss Gaskell, ^^ we shall triumph over 
In^ady Ann. In vain will her proud daugh- 
ter and conceited governess court our at* 
q:uaiiita«ce ; . we will treat them witb^ the 
contempt they merit, and the pitiful Curate 
shall be .passed by unheeded." 
: ." Oh;! I wish the time was come,'' 
added Grace,, ^'ior I ^should like to be 
revenged of the whole precise set. Do: 
you think, mamma, .we shall go off this 
winter?*' 

" Undoubtedly, my dear ! if we could 
persuade your aunt,, the Major's lady, to 
tajce you to London. That's the place to 
make your fortunes." " Or to mar them," 
replied Mr. Gaskell, who had silently list- 
ened to their absurdities. *' If you calcu- 
late upon Major Stokes taking the girls to 
town, it's my opinion your reckoning will 
be foudd incorrect ; for, should he make 
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die offer^ which T very much doubt^ I 
ahould not only be their enemy, bat adi 
against my owii principles by cofi8e&tiii| 
to it. Mrs. Stokes, though a near relation^ 

is hot exactly the person I would trust if 

- 

prudent daughter with, and mhie i am sorry^ 
to say, do not come under that deAcriptiM* 
They are turbulent spfrits— -* ' .. ; 

^ Turbulent !" interrupted Mrs. CaakeU 
'^I say my daughters inherit fny BpilA% 
and that was never thought turbuletit'liy 
any body but yourself. Ydu 4iirottld -vnA 
vml I suppose, to be as insipid as di»hwjatlfr, 
like your favourites at the Tower ; but^ the 
Miss Gaskells I hope wilt never be brau^t 
into comparison with such pieces of stiB 
life as they are. And why, pray, is not 
Mrs. Stokes, my sister^ the Major's iady, fit 
to be trusted with the care of her nieces r" 

'' It matters not giving my reasons; be* 
csluse you would noli enter into their mean* 
ing, nor feel their force ;' therefore, it must 
suffice that I think her aii improper chape- 
ron ior my dvLUghters ; and that under her 
guidance they shall not leave Tremorne," 



'*M only wish it was come to the ^alt 
-or the, ^baliftoi, wc/should then sec whose 
will was the law of this family.'" 

** That's right, mammei/* said the eider 
aister. " I^ am surie we should be great 
fppls to refuse such an opportunity of 
s§ei|ig the world, and being introduced 
iiito fashionable life.^ ^ 

^' But papa," continued Grace^ ^^hds 
8U0h tgrovjelliog mean notions, he would 
liotvCare if we married shoemakers and 

tailof»;^. ,: . . ^ 

; ". Iferry honest m€ln^ Graice, and trade 
with ^e will l>e a trifling ^objection.^' * 

. tji^ttliis moment the Major's servant gave 
aithundering knock, and Mrs. Stokes en- 
tered at one door, .dressed in a miiitdly 
habit) her ii;enerkl costume in the country^ 
as Mr. Gasket! retired at the other. After 
ft the usual salutations, Mrs Gaskell inquired 
if " Lady Ann Fitz-York had been to call 
upon her?" 
" Lady Ann Fitz-York ! who is she?* 
" A decJaycd piece of quality, poor and 
proud, who resides at the Tower, yondar^ 



I 



260 FANNY fitz-.york; 

with her daughter. They only retun 
from a journey two days ago, and as si 
was used to good company, during tl 
lifb-time of her husband, I concluded si 
would take the first opportunity of visitii 
you.'' 

" I met. a fine looking woman in moui 
ing, with two girls fh her train : perha] 
they were the party you speak of? Does si 
flways reside here ? What's her history ?" 

" She married Mr. Fitz-York; a man of 
reputed large fortune; whether it was aB 
a take in» or whether he lost his property 
by gambling, is not generall)' known, but 
a few years ago he died, and left Tiis 
widow and one daughter with nothing' but 
family pride for their portion ; since when, 
her brother, Lord Milford, and her sister, 
Lady Mountcastle, have cut the acquaint- 
ance." 

"Milford! Mountcastle! Was her mai- 
den name Grosvenor r " inquired Mrs. 
Stokes. 

: " Yes. Lady Ann Grosvenor.*^ . ;. 
. *^ Good heaven:! then we are sisters!" 
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** Sisters, Hannah ! What, is the Major 
, some-how her. brother?". , 

*' Major I' No ! She was the sister of my 
poor lost Frederick, the husband of my 
youth, and by whom I have a son who 
bears his father's name. Alas ! where is 
^ he now ? perhaps in servitude, unknowing 
.of the wealth he is lawfully heir to." . 
^^ I am all amazement," said her sister* 
** Do, Mrs. Stokes, give us the history of 
your former marriage, for, till this mo- 
ment, I never suspected it." 

** No, tbat I apcisure mamma did hot,?' 

observed Grace. *'.She always told us ypu 

went to the Indies a.sins:le wjoman." • 

. "Her opioioya was the general' one. My 

marriage with the Honourable Mr. Gro^ 

venor was, for foniily reasons, keptfer 

cret ; and did not, in the. end; prove %'so 

liappy as its 'Commencement promiseck 

Whether Frederiek repented of his ih^ty 

engagenient, or whether his^ family exerfe&d 

* undue influence, Tknbw nol,ibuf, afterdie 

birth of his'son^ I found myself i^n^lecte^ 

wife. T)}is my disposition -was, perhaps, 



N 
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fts liUlectlculaied to bear tk that of ta} 
woman breathing. . The most solemn at 
gagtoient akitie^ pr^ented noy disirosiflg 
our faarmge, which I was lirell aissoifd 
would ruin \him wibh his'fainily for ever; 
but liiair. In <rfy tben fffameof thind, wast 
1trifli«9 jtonsideration* ] However, as oath^ 
the mdstBaofed^ prevented thia scheme of 
revei^e^» I determmedriipon another, wfridi 
I^ hoped; ill; tlie end, would be eqiiafl^ 
l«^L:iriThis was/ to take- fait son privatd^ 
out of the kingdom^ and^ «s Lord Mi- 
ford, itiwas generally thought, hhd ilecided 
4ipofi alife of celibacy, my little Frederii^ 
as presiituptive betr to the title and fbrtme; 
was an^fobjectf of no mean coosideratfos. 
Iloi^. lAeditalted on this plan of proceed- 
iiig» irsiihou4 being aUe to take any deei- 
Mvevstep; till' fortunately hearing of i 
lMBily'>*hen'pfepariBg for a voyage to Iih 
di%!!I proposed joioNig' their party, in ^ 
'ckareciQf. of a^i widow, who wias going to 
Jier brotbei -in the Easti In short, being 
l^lenlifiillj^ supplied with clothes and mo- 
ney, ;wf cmbailced at Gravesend^ and net 



until the ship waa under weigh did I disr 
cover the loss of my son; but youmajr 
conceive my djUappowttnieiit aiid comtetr 
natioio, whien i»quiring. for hico^ I found 
neither he nor his ^ttendAnt had embarkedv 

* ' . - 

At the moment, so great was my grief, I 
3hould have beeo h^ppy m the possibility 
of restoring him ta his father^ but that dq^ 
own extreme caution prevented; for:^e 
.^rvant I had engaged to mttend our voy- 
^ge was a perfect stranger, and Frederick 
to« young to give the slig^iteat informa- 
tion ; ^ nqrj from tha,| day, though, jsinee 
my returp to £ngiand^ I have made every 

• 

inquiry, have I gained the leaat intettigipce 
^qncerntng him. British nfewnptpers, cjMOr 
t^ing my huaband'3 isqelancholy ead^ 
reached. India pearj^ -as .sqon as , myidf, 
which determined me to return ^d support 
my son's claims ; but^ j>ist as } waS;gQi9g 
to embark, a nervous fe^ver atliacked and 
brought me to the brink c^ the grave; 
Two years elajnied ere my recovery. w» 
fully pronounced,; when ., I became Mr 
quainted with Major Stok»( aiid^ as he 
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promised^ if I would unite our fates, Ui 
4td me iu establishing my Frederick's nn- 
doubted rights, I consented to become hts 
wife. I have thus, in as few words' as 
possible, given you the history of my mar- 
riage ; and, could I find my son, and see 
him in possession of his father's inheri- 
tance^ I should not have a wish ungratt- 
ficd.'f 

This artful and improbable story was 
eagerly swallowed by Mrs, Gaskell and 
her daughters, and increased their respect 
ten^fold for a relation who ranked by mar- 
riage with the nobles of the land. But we 
suspect our readers are too deep in the sc* 
crels.of Hannah Leigh to he^o easily im* 
posed upon. However that n^ay be, wc 
shall, leave her to enjoy her present tri- 
umph, and return to Lady Ann; who r^ 
ceived from Mr. Gavcndish an accounts 
little favourable of the new settlers,' that' 
the i<iea of visiting them never once eiiterei 
lier imagination. Now, the fact is, Mhjdf 
Stokes was himself^ a wcUdisposed ino^ 
fensive being J but, having no command in 
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his own koiise^ and little influence any 
wbere, and his lady's power being in the 
inverse ratio, whatever acts of tyrannical 
oppression, extravag^it oatentationi or 
tziean parsimony, were recorded,*-^and Mrs* 
Stokes was capable of all these, — were not 
represented as the actions of hefself indiyi* 
dually ; the poor Major never failed to re . 
ceive his share of blame; and thus, passive 
obedience and non-resistance not only 
injured his peace at home, but ruined his 
character abroad. 

Lady Ann had been at the Tower littte 
more than a fortnight, when letters arrived 
from various quarters, all expressive of 
that veneration and respect, which good- 
ness like her*s never fails to command in 
minds of a similar cast. But as their 
writers are persons for whom I hope my 
reader feels some interest, he may, if he 
please, attend the perusal ; or, othervrise 
I pass over a few pages, and pursue this in- 
teresting narrative. I say interesting» for 
[two reasons; perhaps three. First, to 
[please myself, thanr whom there does not 

VOL. !• N 
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QXitt a being wbo more warmly wishes it; 
^oondly, for fisar it shauld never hitherto 
have appeared in that fight to my nnmc' 
fous readers^ in which ease this^may sme 
as i hint ; pwticularly that c^ass who nerer 
Ikmk for themselves, and wH), perhaps, be 
obliging enough to let me think for them; 
and, iastly,*— "^^but Til keep my third rea- 
aod^to myself, test the gentlemen reviewers 
should' accuse me of vianky and egotism. 

Tbe letters I have announced shall take 
precedence, according to rank, J mean the 
rafdc of the writer, to which the Cauntett 
of Milforci has an indisputable claim* 

^' Grosineiior-Hall, Oct. 10, 1811. 

, ** My dear Sister, 

'^ Jkfy lord and hosband and your lord 
apd hrotlier says, women^s beads are too 
empty ami their wits too shallow to talk po- 
hAss. But I deny the positbn, and dec/arc 
most solemnly, there h not the slightest 
ground for it. If he had expunged tlie 
word talk indeed, am) adopted the mono- 
syUaUe think: his premisea nught. perhaps 
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iiftve hdtn tenable^ generally «peaiki%«; 
but ht: ought to know that .w^ymen «iia 
talk upon any subject^ without tbs trouble 
of thinking at ail^ . * ^ 

^ ^^ I was led into this train of wsitmg; by 
a dialogue between Oeorge mid bis unde, 
tfaia moraing at breakfast; in which tho 
latter endeavoured to prove, — by-tb^-bye/ 
I tialak he spoke without refte(Jtion^^tllat 
the landed* intetest ought intatiably t0i 
TOte with die miniitry ^ but, M he gave nn^ 
sfofficient cause fof this^ I odtt^hide it i& 
bie a random observation, which the breatSt 
of feason will blow away at a iiiugle puiF»; 
And George cdnroborated my ctmclmi^ni 
fbr, by arguments soundly ecMistitutionat 
and politically just, ^ — as i fdo&hly Cbougtit^ 
-~be jmade it appear^ that * if the laAdfed 
interest sided witti the ^rlstdOtaey, Johft 
Bail wooki be left fiiendles* itnd Ibrlbru ;' 
a prey to ihe rapaci^ of thte^Ktlle great' 
naen who, by skiecuits and tttvefsiatkAif 
petisions, make the poot man W¥d:<ihed and 
the middling classes pMfT,' Jfti^i'l Mp^ 
pened^ juhfeiituiiateiy,^ to support George's 

N 2 
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ppinion, which drew from my Lord tkt 
bitter philippic abo ve-mentioned ; and de» 
moQStrate$ to a cer^in(:y, that there are 
men, and those men lords and senatoni, 
who oppose argument with the weapons of 
a woman, and, rather than acknowledge a 
defeats have recourse to personality and 
invective. 

" Our return to Grosvenor-hall was un- 
greeted with the smile of rapture^ or the 
frown of disapprobation ; indeed, to da 
my. I^rd justice, he seems to consider my 
presence or absence in pearly the same 
point of view ; and I have no doubt our 
vi^it might have been prolongedi without 
hi^ knowing whether I were an inhabit^ 
of Dorset or Devon. 

'• Frances *nd yourself have.given a new 
eharm to my existeuce; you have made 
roe, feel that all my busband^s family are 
not ms^de of the sjtoical materials I began 
to apprehend; and I lopk^ forward to the 
coming winter with greater pleasure than 
at any. former period, 

"George, far from inheriting the insca- 
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sibility of his parents, is^ I fear, too infia- 
liiably susceptive^ for he c^n talk of 
nothing but Tremorne and its dear inha*^ 
bitants. Tell Frances^ she need look no 
further for a conquest. Lord Moseley is 
the stricken deer, and winces famously. 
^' I remain, with even more than sisterly 

" Dear Lady Ann, 

*• Your*s most cordially, 

'^MlLFOBI>. 

•J *^ N. B. I embrace Frances with afiee- 
tioti. George writes by the same posf, 
and I make no doubt will express his feel- 
ings with all the ardour of youthfiil en« 
tbusiflsm."' 

Of this the reader will judge. 

" Grosvenor-hally Dorset, 

Oct lo/isn: 

'^ My dear Madam, 
•* Whilst yet unknown, I loved you ; by 
what name then shall I call the passton 
which no# animates me ? It is no simple 






870 FAUNT f ITZ-YOE?^»^ 

idi», but a co^apound of loyc» dvty,' «• 
»pec*, reverence, aad veQ«ration# I^uJjf 
MilfQrd calls tne romaQtic^ aod I letort tte 
charge ; for, if a ringle day>. passed in yxm 
spckty, could warm th€ heart of ber Lariy* 
ship, how should I eacarpe^ who po«ae(t$ 
passions sensitively alive to fet^ale oxoel- 
lence ? Till we meet in Town, let ^ Jiv* 
in your remembttSint^p but 'tot in the per- 
son, qfwy, prototype,'* Mr. Moseley, of 
W^UHQ J. ftel jealous for having anticipated 
s^iija your r^gwd ; ihoug^^ If iH> Modei 
^Itttiflient awriits' him,. I may p%, .M\ 
sJmM not imvy tb« jgentleiooui • ^ 
: ** QMt.JQuxney -wab .pleasaiit for y^m 
Ladyship and my lovely cousirif.iirtc^ ite 
theme of conversation-; and the subject 
was unexhausted when wc roadbed €rrdite- 
nor-hall. Lord Milford received us with 
t;iNtft:ji4ir^.yrdiWlbr wh&lh4ie is remarkable, 
nor ma<i6 tl^t) sljg)k)est inquiry respectiDg 
our journey or its ofajfcbt. VlfiiitM^ involve 
hH Qvety thought, audi letoMAmoiiNlbfim 
aitti ceremonies at Ai dastanbe. This; t# 
tlWae^ who ' km) w 4)188, *tt;peh(iBO^' ufadcter 



stood aad uahqeded; but, to a stranger^ 
it bears strongly the appearance of rude- 
ness, and is ill exphanged for that sviavity 
of manners which make the intercourses of 
society so pleasant* 

'* His Lordship makes it a point to con* 

y^rt me; and holds forth power. in dne 

band and wealth ia th^ other.: The fbri> 

mer I have no wish to obtain, of the Tattei 

I have enough to satisfy any reasonable 

^an ; and who woul4' t^Utec p^ac^ and 

l^p^ess for, tbfB $torm# and tuilB^Is,. iht 

envy and heart-burnings, of a public lifei 

particularly if all statesmen are as repulsive 

af some that 1^ c^iftl^i t^^tne. Neither do 

my l^bita and opinions point t|iat way f in 

my ipiod the fm% of ih^no^ir iaa pritatt 

station^ .:.•/; 

y " Ycstf rday, I received a letter, froo 

Maria, filted witli regret, 1;hatdlie was diyv 

i^ded from the part^( jl^to Devonthire^ 

and complaints of the rapkeUmg lif<^ tbejfi 

Ij^d at Castle^Priory,, wbejre. H^ CoDiif 

t^sshas collected all the fMihioQAble. wodd 

(^ her acquaintance. / Ob T ,QoiitniUe» my 
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aister, * how preferable is the elegant re^ 
tirement of Tremorne/ To this I s^j 
amen, with all my hearts 

*' MOSELET. 

" P. S. If Miss Fitz-York botanizes, I 
can accommodate her with some rare spe- 
cimens, not known in Devonshire ; mea& 
time, beg her to think as well of me as sbt 
can^"" 

. The third seal is impressed with a bloody 
hand^ and announces Sir Herbert Hunf 
ley. 

" Brighton, Oct 9, 18 It. 
**When I reflect upon the reluctance 
with which your Ladyship consented to 
receive one letter from me, and that an 
answer. was positively denied, I felt my 
pride wounded, in a manner before un- 
known, and sakl to myself, ' Baronet, feed 
not the vanity of woman, but let silence 
shew your sense of such an ilKaccorded 
favour.' Second thoughts, however, con* 
vinced me of my error, by pointing oat 



Lady Ann Fitz- York a» having no vanity 
to feed ; on the contrary, that all shef did 
or said was 'gentlest, wisest, discreetest, 
best ;* and that the vanity was all niy own^ 
in thinking myself worthy of her corres- 
pondence, and being hurt at a denial I had 
every right to expect. 

^* I was confirmed in my humiKty> by 
Tinexpectedly meeting the Bloomjield of 
eccentric notoriety. . To my no small sur- 
prise, she seemed pleased at the reiicOntre, 
and 1 was on the point of assuming airs in 
consequence; when, — ^fortunately for tuy 
wputation, — I discovered that it was not 
Sif Herbert Huntley, in propria persona, 
ahe was glad to see, but merely a being 
who would be the vehicle of intelligence ; 
a^nd that to your Ladyship and Miss Fit2- 
York i was indebted for the singular hc^ 
nour of her notice. ^ 

^ ^ Mrs^ Bloomfield in changfng her res£^ 
dence, has not changed her character ;* but 
iSy- if possible, more uniformly sarcastic, 
because She has here a wider field to range 
iiir Inhere one ol;r}ect occufred at Lyme^ 

N 8 
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xjpUy pity tfae poor w^md^b, mA^ vroodix 
q)l9 is not exbmisted wdtl) ioQ^M^amt IsbfHii:! 
. '' I thiAk Moaeley has* heea bere^« 7M 
l^apQ appears on Ponaldson^list; apd» ^ 
inquiry, the descriptiqa answered pirfl^ 
Qgrreirtly. I wish he bad; had \m% of 'the 
^fitit of raoiiblii^ upon hioi jMt mhiv &0* 
cfNUse we could have joittfd ia deplowig 
1^ k)68 of yont society ; a loss I lael tsy^ 
tliaA at pres(Q9t I choose to expieas^ i , ., 
■^:',^ None but an idiot,, who talkarfos lbs 
ptoasure o| heating tbe mibsiic of Iba oiwft 
yoAce, wouU ask a questioKi whesif ih«ii! 
WM no possibility of receiving;' an ai^w«tK 
This obaervation opportunely Occurred, .m 
I W%B framing in my owH wind aniJAiqiury 
after the health and happiness of y otitic 
dy ship's interesting family : bnsit ^WQ&is mef 
i4i^iiry would be fruitless ^ ao linusty.per- 
iforee, cGOstent myself, wiAh good, wishei^ 
^nd an ardent hope that wi«lter will tali^a 
off the erbbargo^ laid mt word»; aad thill 
a ismttu^leHehoago niay;jN)odisc6 r«iti|rroGai 



forofit MethiBkt I bear Miss Cwclidiiki 
^ju^laim, * Oh i what a falling off is tettJ 
Sir Herbert has certainly re^dopted liis 
i^mis chamcter of pa]>pyism» or he woold 
Mv^r have the/ri&nity to suppose bis cra^ 
yerse and yonr ladyship's would' pfoduoe 
eqiiLial profit; the exchange^ poor mabl 
would be all in hi^fayour, and, if we^flr. 
<:^uJate upon losing nothing but tkne in \k^ 
^teccourse^ we may tbink ouiwWesr well 

off: - •;• 

" Really Miss Cavendish that is a vcay 
pretty speech, and mtftrh in the stile of 
your first interview in the ball-room, at 
Xryme ; only then I deserved .^ur sevterity 
fm lidiculottsly apeing a obaraicter nature 
never assigned me; now,,your^wit ip m^gr 
placed, and you sbould rather encourage 
.tban ridtciik ^ cmi&t ^yourself have 
made* 

. '' Mi;«.StrV;tlan4i has ere tbisy I suppose, 
exchanged the shades of Tremorue, and 
thi^ improving conversa^on. of its fascinar 
tJDg inhabitftnts^ for the bm tie of I>om- 
JwdrsUeet^ ^ : npm . ^^ 4?*y »«€» . and 
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coiftchmeiii with sometimes the agreeafait 
relief of nasal ballad-siiigeFs, or ^ buy mj 
fresh mackarel.' 

** Will your Ladyship be the bearer of 
my respects to the Rev. Mr. Cavendish and 
young Tudor? Miss Fitz-York and her 
friend must imagine what would be most 
agreeable, for I find myself inadequate^ to 
tile task of saying what I feel, except that 
I am, with unfeigned devotion, dear ma- 
dam, your truly grateful and obliged se^ 
vanr, 

HerBEWT HUNTLET.'*' 

The fourth letter is written by the ecee&- 
trie Wkiow, to whom M^e introduced our 
readers at Lyme. ^ * 

"Brighton, October 9th, l»n. 
" Madam, 
** Etiquette says, * how dare you, on so 
slight an acquaintance, presume to address 
a person of her Ladyship's rank, and under 
what pretence ?' I answer, * there can ht 
no presumption where common (Sense allom 
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no superiority, and my pretence is founded 
oo t^e most perfect esteem/ Not that I 
^m one of those romantic fools who love 
fOr -hate at the first interview, and that for 
•ever* Esteem is a plant of slower growth ; 
but, if the soil be fruitful, it gains strength 
daily, and at l^t becomes a flourishing 
trjn^ which the rude gales of adversity 
cannot bh'ght^ nor the withered l>and of 
time destroy* ^ • ' - - 

. ^f Sir Herbert Huntley^ who, as times go, 
is rather a decent young man, I mean in 
the company' of respectable people, for, 
with the feather-headed fops and fopesses 
of th^day, he canbe as flighty, asfrothy^ 
and ridiculous, as the emptiest coxcomb of 
them; all, — Sir Herbert, I say, has confltm"- 
ed. my^ prepossession in favour of your 
Ladyship's family, and absolutely talks of 
the young women as though Cupid were 
his prompter. They are, I believe, at pre- 
sent good girls^ thanks to their country 
education; but what will they be after a 
London winter ? To that hot-bed I under- 
stand you' mean to transplant them : every 
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peta^ Is vif tuouft tiU the hoitr of t^npta^ 
tion ; trial is the touchstone of tratff; kt 
fbefti pass the firey otdeal without blemiili^ 
aind thein pronounce them in. rraUty, -wh^ 
at p^sent, they are isi appearance, — fa1l]^ 
ieBy»« 

^ /^ Were my cbaraeler now to be deciiM 
with my present experience, it shoold^pM 
tt$ that of a cenior. The senseless crowd 
are invulnerable to reproof, and adinom«- 
tion is received with that steady look of 
indiffeirence,, which characterize the iainpid 
masters and maudlis . misses of the pineant 
day. Time was, when these was some di»* 
timetion of character in the ^ sexes ; hsi 
W>Wf, the woaien are ccdd as alatues,. ai^ 
the^ men a degree b^lo w the &eezing pouife 
The^e is no originality* One, miore stujM 
than; the r^t^ aiois at it througk the medSnut 
of dres3,*-Hsufprisea o«r opiiic» by unifo^ 
nootty of colour, slj^ deckibg his autuinttri 
£g|iiire in the youthful habiliments of spring 
presents himself to the as&^onishe^i bciholdl^ 
green Jrom tap ta tfot* AuQthtt zSkcU 
notoriety by t^ c&nstmcti^n ,q€ ^iCmnn^ 



o^ ;bbe.lwr'i|H'«adth stile m wbkh lae driiitoi 
iti, iAitbird risks his person in a ballooitt^ 
a94 wit)i Bouch geographical atciaracy, dfi^ 
mmhes ^.va^ge undertaken fraiii egotS^ttc 
vanity, and the pleasure pf seeing bi&nanic 
Mttamebt. the columns of a newspof^tfr. ^ 
;r> t^^S ' Thdrd is' much courage in these se^ral 
ttttmpts at! popularity; but not one at&m «f 
miiidi. TbeynaFe designs which ceqube 
donfidence,!' either in facing public ridicuie 
attdi ciMrteiiipt^ i>r indifference tot peraonied 
dsua^^ but -may any or all i of them be 
accomplished independent of intellect.!' > 
: ^ We ate expecting the Reigmt Hdw 
AiUb^DfctiMi pobticianfc relish the renajH 
pduiitmei^tiof aR--LI>Ti^-^*--e to th^ aitua4 
tton liuai eojightened ^cpuntryinf » Ibougbt 
iim unworthy to. occwpiy? This cjrciuni^ 
stance has ob«H:uaredi. bult^nofe, I tr^ti i obti? 
tfih^ed thpaehopes^ttbe tJrivepatfioji: perbafis 
too retidrtt)iibmbibed; \ I^hepupil of Charle$ 
Fox appeared in the eyes of bis sangid99 
»lfi9iUerfi^(poli>ti4:aHyr^wi^hoMtt blot qr ble- 
tttisJfe::: iwfh%t then ar^^we to think of [aA 
'^ipoiotmiiMr Avbj^ riHis!v#9u^ff...ip :lbf 
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wishes of the people ; an appointment Hei^ 
ther sanctioned by judgment or policy^ 
but that it betrays weakness or depravity; 
and, in either case, reduces the rising' sun 
to a mere rush-light. 

'^This unaccountable transaction was 
only a nine days wonder^ and has- long 
ceased to agitate the public mind. Bui 
an associated idea brought it so forcibfy ito 
my imagination, and presented it in such 
glaring, I will not say lively, colours, that 
to relieve my own mind I have perhaps 
burthened yours. 

'^/ ** -If Strictland form a part of your La- 
dyship's rural establishment, tell him, Bar^ 
b&ra, or to be more fnteliigible, my daugh- 
ter, votes him a defaulter, for not being of 
our party to Brighton ; and, that the only 
condition on which he can expeet forgive*^ 
ness is, to introduce her to the ladies who 
have caused this dereliction from hisac* 
customed duty. 

" I have dnly^now to beg your Lady- 
ship's pardon for the tirifesome length of 
this epistkj and to assure both youjq^ 
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and the young folks with what sincerity I 
renfiain, &c. &c. &c. 

' . - ' Mahy Bloomfield.** ^ 

If the reader Avill have patience to wade 
with me through one more letter, I pro- 
mise not to trespass again in the same way, 
except — '^ None of your conditions, good 
Mrs. Authoress, but proceed. If your 
letters are worth reading they will be read, 
if not, all you can say will be ineiFectuaL** 

X stand corrected, and break the seal of 
my favourite, Mr. Strictland. 

" London, Oct. 9th, 1811^ 
" My dear madam, 

" Truth obliges me to confess a weak- 
ness for which I have to reproach ydtir 
Ladyship and the girls. 

"Is it not strange! that an old man,— ^ 
a widower,'— and moreover a grave English 
merchant, — should be so fascinated with 
the cornpany and conversation of women, 
—two of them mere chits,— ^that Lombard-- 
street has lost its cheerfulness,— tbe count-i 
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jlng-house its ch^trips,— *aiid tfee Royal. Ex- 
change all its once boast^. attraction? 
This improbable, though well attested 
truth, has appeared in twenty instances 
sipce ray return ; and, if the frenzy conti- 
jaue, my friends threaten either a statute 
of .lunacy or bankruptcy, and on tfaek 
judgment you may rely. 
^, ** I have made inquiry at the weateiMl 
of the town respecting our truvelling ac- 
^fiaintance, but witliout effect Mos^l^ 
If fio uncommon name^ and I have tra^ | 
several who owned it^ b^t; none an»>r:«rii)g 
the description of our Mr. Moseley. Mys- ; 
j;ery appears to be the point at which he 
aims, and that argues nothing in bis fiivour, 
bat much the contrary. Mystery is seldom 
the gopd nian's friend, but is oft^n. used m 
a weapon of offence by the crafty and. do- 
signing. . I do not say that is IVfoei^ley's 
character,-^! should be sorry to thiiik it^ 
T^for canidoiir^sits enthroned upon hit 
browj-^but,. whea a man ^huns inquirjj 
thei^ i& mo great want of charity ia ^l^p 
p9sittg hisc charactei wiUnotstaad the-'test. 



, ** Smqe i jro^r Ladyship coiidesceads; to 
lio&o^ tbe east in preference to the Vest 
^nd^oi^ the town, I shall be cautiouji no^ 
ta bring diftgtace upon the city by parser 
mony. Already has the broojtn.of indus^ 
try .cleared • away the dust and cobwebs 
which for years have been accumulating in 
HHh "n^cdt^'mknslbn • workmen of vari- 
ous descriptions have promised to refn'deir 
it a fit abode, even for Lady Ann Fitz- 
York ; nor shall the Hampstead cottage 
lack ornament. In short, we are, as my 
old housekeeper emphatically expresses 
herself, * turning the house topsy-turvy.' 

** I am like a school-boy counting the 
days, and look forward to Christmas as a 
new era in my existence. Again shall the 
sonorous knocker rouse the sleeping porter^ 
—once more the rack be filled with splen- 
did .cards, — and, though high born dames, 
and men of noble birth disdain to crowd 
John Strictland's drawing - room, the 
squeeze of friendship and the press of hos- 
pitality will be found in their places. 
Come thra, my amiable friendSf and glad 
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the heart of an old man by your presence; 
in the mean time, I embrace Fanny aiui 
Rose, and remain, with all due devotion, 
your Ladyship's sincerely attached friend 
and servant, 

John Stricti.anb." 

'< Mr. Cavendish and yoimg Tudor Im 
my best wishes." 
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CHAP. VIII. 

HANNAH LEIGH AND THB HEIR A1?^A- 
RENT, — A JOURNEY, — AND A ROBBERY. 

Mrs. Stokes, fully assured in her own 
mind that Frederick Grosvenor, from his 
youth and sudden dissolution, had difcd 
intestate, long, meditated upon a plan 
whereby she might impose upon the ere* 
dfuU ty of his heirs, and at least gain riches, 
though she sacrificed reputation. 

fSo personate his widow was never any 
part of her intention ; since no art her fer--^ 
tilci mind could devise would bear her out ' 
in a claim of that nature. Had the plan 
merely depended upon a certificate, she* 
would have produced one properly signed 
and authenticated ; but a church register, . 
though she had her own choice of parish 



and county, could not by any art or ingp- 
nuity be overcome. 

To Mrs. Gaskell and her daughters, in a 
moment of surprise, she had boldly decla- 
red her marriage as a matter of triumph, 
and to gratify a vanil^ inherent in little 
minds, without considering how she should | 
afterwards retract* From thfCfe ladies the 
story spread so rapidly, that in a few hewn 
Major Stokes and Lady Ann's family were 
tl^ ^njy people in Tretnorne or its viciDl^ 
ignorant of Mrs^ Scbkes's. foriafier alltance. 

GosMf)^ whotn threiit otf piinisbmentfaad 
not cured of his inveterate Ipve oftaUung 
though he was rather minre circmftspect 
a|;aiM| iiirhQiii^ carried the neiits fmtn bouie 
to house, with a perse;rentig.iadufid:ry that 
never tited. One woodeved^^^Haraiotfaeir'ib- 
servpd,— a third conjeclnred,^-^a foiAth 
sttppo6ed,-^but k fifth, moveiknowing thaa 
the' wentf dxew from the pcediises Aasi can»* 
cl)i8ion„ that,. '^as»an.heir irais produced to 
the BOhkiboMtiaeof.MilfiE^ n^ 

joicifig^ftild;!^ in pro|kxftk>d 
^^^S^i^md^ that Lady AmTitz^Kwk 



looked foivard: to an union between t}ie; 
cou€Jn0 as the Only thing that could eveo^ 
ttiaHy raise her daughter to the peerage, 
and bestow that wealth which the crihikaLal 
indulgence of a parent had deprived hier 
of.** *^ But where is ^e noble youth?" 
was a question constant and reiterated. 
Nowv Gossip, like all male tattlers, liked 
not to appear knowing by halves. WhaJS^ 
he wanted in fact, was supplied by a ready 
invention: and> as the ladies at Qaskdln 
House had wisely suppressed the loss of: 
young Frederick, by which omission his 
ingenuity bad leave to take what bias it 
pleased, before the end of the week it was 
fully understood and generally believed^ 
that '^ Frederick Grosvenor, grandson to 
the late and nephew to the present Earl 
of Milford, one of the most accDrnpfished 
young men of the a^, had netoly: . comr 
pleted the grabd tour; and, that bis arv»« 
val in England was ansdoosly expected by 
the heads of that noble bouse.'' Thia 
fitbrication, complete ia ali its parts,, at 
length found its way to tbe Exeter peM»^^ 



paper; was copied from thence into tbc 
Loadon prints; and met the astonished 
eyes of Lord Milford, ^ Lady Mountcastl^ 
aod Lady Ann Fitz-York, nearly at tbe 
same time. 

' Lord Milford, at the reading of his de* i 
ceased brother's wtll> was too indignant to 
aotice the introduction of a name so insig- 
nifibant as Frederick Leigh ; nor^ if lie baAt 
vottld the impression have remained on a 
saiftd pre-occupied by objects and coa* 
oernsof such infinitely greater importance. 
Lady Mountqastle, from circumstances^ 
was still more a stranger to her late bro- 
ther's attachments or their effects; judge 
tbeniheir mutual surprise when the follow- 
ing paragraph presented itself, 

. '* We congratulate the house of Gros- 
Tenor on the discovery of an heir so every 
way qualified to represent its honours and 
to ooBvey its name unsullied to ppsterit^v 
^VThe young gentleman, we understand, 
is the only son of Lord Milford's deceased 
brother, by a private union witb a lady of 
dUtinguishitd worth and virtue, but whose 



i 



k>ng estrangement from her native country, 
lias deprived that of an ornament^ and kept 
the noble family in ignorance of the trea- 
sure thus lately discovered. We are fur- 
ther informed, that an union between the 
heir apparent and his lovely cousin, the 
amiable and accomplished daughter of 
I^dy Ann Fitz-York, is in agitation. This 
we are the rather inclined to wish, because 
it will draw a flower from the desert which 
has too long shed its sweetness in obscu- 
rity/^ 

Lady Ann, though in some measure pre- 
pared to receive a son of her late brother's, 
was unprepared ^o.to receive him; and her 
astonishment at reading the above, though 
great, was exceeded by her vexation* To 
have Miss Fitz-York's name bandied about 
ia the public prints, was a matter so repel- 
lant to her native delicacy, and to every 
sense of propriety, that she would have 
shrunk from the exposure, even had the 
statement been correct; but, to couple her 
beloved Fanny's name with that of an 191- 
postor, — to dispose of her person thus iin- 

VOL. I. o 
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ceremomoaslyito an adventurer, — wcref 
circumstances so idegrading^ ^aa i unlikely 
ever to assail i>cri--^soinearly allied to. cru- 
elty as well as in juaticCi-^thathiBr maternal 
feelings received. a; shock greiat; in propor- 
tion as it wa? unexpebtfed.: " Who could 
be the author of. a paragraph* $o deplete 
with malice i and fialsehoordrf -fori o*' the 
reports' in circulation .Her Ladysihip ^vas 
entirely ignoran ti '^ Ho w.Gould her Fanny 
have madean enemy biases enough ^o.pio- 
pagate such ill-founded slander?" 

Lady Ann,. although a sensible shrewd 
woman, did.noty in . the. present inBtancq 
give her^ uhdewitandiBg^vfair: play* cj She 
forgot that V what she kiiQw:. it) be: false 
would ^appear to the irest of tlie world, 
with one or two' solftary- cxcepttonSy in a 
diiFeren t ligh t. In that case, the intelli- 
gence above quoted was de|)rived of ^ those 
annoying qualiUe^iin which ^fals!ehbod and 
malice would h^ve- dressed it, und all she 
\ had in iaot to ^o|[iftend against was -the 

! indelicacy of introduciug Miss Tite-^Ycirk 

to public noticip in so premature ^^^maiitier. 
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LoTclMiMwd was fneditatiii^i Upon the 
paragraph in jqa«B.^iei»,^ whea a special xnei^ 
3dnger krrived &bin Jpaetle-Pf idry wiih the 
following lettet frodb L&dy. MouMoadtle': ' 






I ^|dom condescehd ) to .notice> news*- 
paper:)go8sip.} 1)ut; :tbe)^Moin»ing Prist' of 
Saturday iiro^taips ihtelKgence of such ^im- 
portance, to 0ur . hous'e; • wbetjh^r^ Jtme or 
false^ that il cannot 16^ ai^omentin iid^ 
•ticing it; '•' '':■-■' ' i-,.^r ;; : > / - . • 

. *' If ffredmck: really n^rricd and left ^^ 
son,, his ihotheri though, ishe might 'pbssess 
^or¥^negatii^e'Vii)lucs/was totreiwely igno*- 
tantiof commoiii usaige^ toi conceal soxcfa a 
ciircimistance ffom the eligibfe . part* of -his 
family ; but Lady Ann, it seems, was alottt 
worpky ^ of ihe womai^ri coafid^nce^ \ If the 
whole be a fabrixmtion, /^^she has. t chosen 
wisply vj f^T\i to havff made either ybuf Loid- 
sfeip ^it myself »»tHer^velircl€'>ofi falsdaood 
would, from ous^ebehd^^iiowkdge ^ef thfe 
world, • liav«'beeil/^a.^iask beyond common 
effort to eklctki)^& yiia^ poorAhn's^igjIo'- 

2 
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raoce and general habits doubtless render 
her an easy prey to designing pieople. 

'' What does your I..ordship think of the 
meditated union? Ann has, by that manoeu- 
vre, shewn more policy than I gave her 
credit for; and, by linking her daughter's 
poverty with the affluence of the presump- 
tive heir, may raise her to that consequence 
and estimation no other probable alliance 
will ever afibrd hen At any rate, I \visl 
the girl disposed of, for Moseley is never 
weary of the supposed beauty and accom* 
plishments of his cousin ; not that he has 
ever beheld her since childhood, but I, not 
seeing into futurity, once warmly recom- 
mended the union, and of course spoke of 
her, as I wished her to appear, — all amia- 
ble- 

" I hope to hear from your Lordship by 
the return of my Qiessenger ; in the mean 
time, 1 beg my best wishes may be pre- 
sented to Lady Milford, and remain your 
Lordship's friend and jsis^r, 

E. MOUNTCASTIE." 

" Castle-Priory, Nov. 24th, 181 1/' 
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Lord Milford dismissed the messenger 
mth a verbal answer, that her Ladyship 
should hear from him in the course of a 
few days. Meantime he inclosed Lady 
Mountcastle's letter^ without consulting 
either delicacy or feeling, in one from him- 
self, and both arrived in due time at Tre- 
morne. 

" Grosvenor-Hall, 

Nov. S7th, 181L 

*^ I send the inclosed to save myself the 
trouble of recapitulation^ and because, in 
general, it breathe^ my own sentiments. 

" If your Ladyship is in the confidence 
of this woman and her pretended son, 
which the matrimonial negociation too 
plainly declares, I should wish, for the 
honour of my family, to become h^^rty 
if the fact can be proved ; or to withdraw 
a member of our illustrious house from so 
disgraceful a connexion, if the ground for 
such report is untenable. Indeed, what-^ 
ever may be the result^ you, Iiady Ann, 
l^ve acted imprudently and without con^ 
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siileration^ itt giving your^nftmd to^amea- 
sixTt unsuspected, by .those: wbosii fro bi dgei 
^irnatioa, and character, Qughtioe^efc^aTily 
td.l)2i:ve been the first, if' m>tlthe ealyv per- 
sons, consul ted upon ^o nii^inchtaus a busi- 
njesis, as the introdiuction of aa heir to •the 
noble iianiiiss of !iMiifctrd&ii.>' u^xj '. :r: ,i.; 
"1 hope you are, by this time, sick of 
the folly the late Mr. Fitz- York's will en- 
gendereAtlihe.foily 6f -assuming poverty 
apd-pretoi?de(i. humility. You are siensible 
of itsieff/gicrfs u{)pn;Ii^y: Mi)urttc&ft%te,r atid 
bfiliev^ ni^' Itora ^yiUibd.jthprgan^mluViucc; 
Our >a9i@^bility. atie. (lit^te .<dispo84di^ ,faor(.«i 
tlifl^jBlCiBO^^ ee<Q itb^y affbrd,.t4 Bwrry! Itheir 
siwtst to 'a.iidigqnc^s; &nd, jil;.fihonldi;ihope 
Lftdy Am iFitz- Yolrk: ima tw©i, mulch ipiUt 
o^ibiftb to nmtQficr daAgy^ l9jikny[g&i- 
tl^wan,)bdow the ran^ . iof ;bor htc/itt/tar^ 
wheilvher neak fdi*tufwi wSgitit cortimfend 
aivyv cohneKiod beneath 'it)yalty. 

JMlLFORD/ 

4 

. ilvidy'Aiin, by aonsiiltin^ Mr.viOavcn- 
diabaipon the^para^fiibjafrie^nisire to 
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herself antlher noble relatives^ had obtain- 
ed ^s imach knowledge of itsi .origin as 
coQirnop report could; supply.; but that 
was, in .every res.pect,^ .unsA^isfactbry. That 
her late brothqr d je4 a baqlitelor , appeared 
plainly by his will, and proved Mrs. 
Stpkes;s^ipre|«psiftW),^, gross fabrication ; 
but to what end ? Could ^iftytTdeptU ^f pe- 
n^if^tioa ^bflV(e.>;<Jiii»0oMf:r^4jcUafaiiaU Xeigh 
l\Xi}k§}^^M Mai(^)StokQsi it jiiighfe have 
helped. t^ linriWMtbew/lt[ery jslivfe of the 
mfiW orrtgii»]ly|gcfeifn*rf'^iSr?fcfeeitWP inters, 

%'rMf«'QMl^jb^4 ?»«^A';Wa)M^ifs to her 

pre^WWJt^P^^ttraWfo dig^t^fL pmorj to his 

fipally )8Bttlittg-!ai« jjFerniQW^,/ Ifa^ ')Who- or 

wh*<: :iSl>^i^iw ja«.te6ederit t&Mtbatf period 

H'as./is .^UftU' ittyalredjifiq fobsourity^. as 

^l^a^gfesb^:W dropped fix)n4 tHe/doHidSiji 

;i <Laily; ApPj i^ first sight x)£>tibei jfra't^r^nai 

spi^itle oC bS^r 1!>rofcter -and sisAtr,: deter|m«* 

Sftd.tlortreatr tfaeia^ iwithisildiit coniempi; 

bu,t, iaf^r^consj^f ration «o. i^lacingty neviii-' 

c|g4.) tb!Q : n^esaitj^tof idiftuniting I'h^r hdfoe 

ffpm the iwpostuf e dn which she wjts thus 
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invidiously involved, that she despatched 
the following laconic address to Lord Mil- 
ford, .without thinking it necessary to no- 
tice the inclosure, otherwise than by re- 
turning it to its noble owner. 

» • 

" Tremornc, Dec. Ist, 1811. 

" My Lord, 

" Not for your satisfaction but my own, 
I disclaim all knowledge of the paragraph 
or its writer. If ytfur Lordship was sur- 
prised at reading the fabrication^ what 
must have been my feelings on finding 
myself implicated, and my daughter's name 
joined to a fallacy so gross and palpable? 

" The folly you accuse still adheres to 
me; nor would the assured ofier of a regal 
dukedom tempt me to discard it Those 
females who have no recommendation but. 
wealth, perhaps act wisely in giving it con- 
sequence; but Miss Fitz-York has other 
requisites. She has a person cast in no 
cdmmpn mould, — a heart honest and un- 
sophisticated,— a mind ^beaming with intel- 
)]gence,^-and when she meets with ai man 
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capable of appreciating such excellence, 
independent of the extrinsic advantages of 
fortune, I shall joyfully relinquish her^ 
whether his rank be equal to your Lord- 
ships,, or his station beneath that of her 
late honoured parent. . 

Ann FiTz-YoaK.'*^ 

Hannah Leigh, it has been truly said, 
left Yorkshire in company with a recruit- 
ing Serjeant. Now, wc shall see how fkr 
the continuation of a plain tale agrees with 
Mrs. Stokes's varnished one. Before Ser- 
jeant Mellor and his travelling companion 
reached the port where an East Indiamaa 
lay ready to receive him, Hannah, aided 
by a pretty person and a well-stored purse, 
for Mr Grosvenor was liberal to the 'mo- 
ther for the sake of his child, convinced 
Mellor that marriage was both reputable 
and convenient ; the consequence of this 
conviction was, that she left England — 
an honest woman. 

But our Serjeant, though he married the 
mother, had.no inclination to adopt the 

03 
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sott.^ !The child h? cbnsideifed as a idiaw- 

back bx)^ upon' hiv pka^iire and>' pro^^ 

amf detevinihed thbt no. such dog^ »boiiU 

abccHiipany. hlsiu^qyag»i The iittito loVe 

Hauitiah onteS possessed ifor Imk wust noir 

transferred to her hudiand i aijcordiiigly, 

he f<»indilitde diffieblty in convincing-.her 

of the policy and prudence of leaving 

Eisglajrid :wi&b a6 few incqiibbrincJes as pos- 

MiMcn Bat to r^concifa? her x;6iiscieiice in 

some' di^gree,: : Ad a measci^ shd^ ^Ic to. be 

wxong, a paper was sewed' whhm^klir the 

littfe victim's pockdt^ requesting' 'he^lglit 

belca-^efuliy' defiveted' to the Hbtiourable 

Mr Grosvfcnoh Mittbfd-House/ Picesdilly, 

hod: Melior lindeftobk to see hitn safdy 

ciepc^ited ill the London c€»ach.'^ - 

•u We shall pass over thdt voyage/ siriA not 

lenlarge upofa the niiiseryof tb^* marriage 

stdte, when tvvb vblefitspirit^, iiotsdfh*^^ 

h^ educatioTi, nor und^t the leas tfiself-cd^n- 

4:r6uU eniiittci? the clip ^designed by^foVi- 

dence to be a consoling tc^ixJialj^ arid-' 'it 

bklm *^ifar tlidk ills that fteSh Js-hdf to," 

ai]d::^ie to»*that'^ei*iod -wtea^ Sttjeilft 



MeUor'a^ name appeared aimipagst ^iss killed 

too sincere to afiect>sDi:row;Qii: tkiimeiaiir 
Ghdlyt>i|ocasioiij lii^Ybnt^ehras, .clothed her 
peraoi^iin ftfae^ inQst)beooiXHfag/tr0C]d9ij • and, 
being sitilF young and Imndsbmey meditated 
plans lof ^utuce aggrandizeiqent^; fiefbre, 
hoitr^Ter^ these could l^Siiaticiinpited .ivtuh 
any probability; of^fBixiicess^^it was .neeels^ 
sary. to/fik upon a. re«kl^noe!?Mrhere7ithe 
:vvidow of \Captaix^ MeHoTf fotr sooh siw 
chose to aniiontice herself, should nun: no 
risk o£ bemg^ recognized as- the wife of >the 
late seijetat i A.xeinoval, was* readrly ac- 
comp1iBii0d,-^Major • Stokes : fiell ,mtfy her 
snate, and the ciemure widow esioe^inore 
beoaofie a dashing wife* <f-i ' i ^ . 

.The iU^matched Major had JnU disco* 
veced. ihat tbuig^^ vdonei in a ; hiirry ase. sel* 
dem 2%;6//;doBe{ ) whenihis lady aooidenti^Uy 
stumbJing} lipon* ati old inewsps^pe'r, which 
announced iithe premature dearth: o£ Mr. 
Gffbsveno?^' tbcniigh several years had §ince 
elapsed, fori»ed the resolution of returning 
to England^ not oh her own account, for 
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India was congenial to her present habits, 
but her son's future welfare, if still living, 
might depend upon her testimony and ex* 
ertions ; and, calculating upon tl^ possible 
and the probable, she found nothing* more 
could be done for her interest in India, and 
much might possibly be achieved in £.ng* 
land, on the probability that Frederick 
Crosvenor died without will. 

We return Mrs. Stokes to her native 
country ; we sent Mrs. Mellor to Indfa ; 
and fancy the voyagers settled in Devon- 
shire. Mrs. Stokes was scarcely less sur- 
prised at the rapid circulation of her.iin- 
promptu, than the noble family of Milford; 
but surprise was not her only feeling. Fear 
of its reaching the ears of the Majcir 
obliged her to cloak one falsehood by the 
adoption of another; and, the reason alfe^ 
ged to her sister and nieces, for nev^ 
mentioning the circumstance before bim, 
was of a piece with the original fabrica- 
tion, coarse, clumsy, and improbabl8< 
From the servants of almost any othtt 
master she would have dreaded a discovery; 
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but hiS: own immediate attendant was a 
foreigner and a negro, and either of thesi 
distinctions was sufficient to cause aveiv 
sipti in the ill-conductecf household of Mrs; 
St4>kes ; but, being united, the negro was 
an object of disgust^ and shunned as a 
creature beneath their notice* 

To Hassan, therefore^ the reports in cir* 
culation wei^e never communicated, and 
with no other menial had the Majar aby 
intercpunie. To the neighbourhood he 
was a still greater stranger ;^ for, eastern 
luxury had so f^r debilitated a frame neyer 
strong, that Major Stokes, in his sixtieth 
year, was the confirmed victim of bypo- 
condria; and, as many fancied discards 
coofi^ed him to his own apartments, as, if 
real, would have killed a dozen of the 
stO!iitest men in his majesty's dominions. 
Vof the cure of these he bad recourse to all 
the quackq*y to which impudence and the 
art of puffing could commuuicate any de- 
gree bf celebrity. Not a tincture, a balsam, 
a balm, a syrup, or a cordial^ but found 
its way to the. lacteal glands of Major 
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Stokes; of the worm tribe, according to 
his o\4n taccQunt, ]K)t one escaped him, 
from the lengthenedand often- folded' tape, 
to the insignificafit, but not less teazing, 
Mearides ; fbr the^ be bad phyisic ki eveiy 
form and substatH^e, from the ^^eet cake, 
imposed upon ishildren, to the • powerful 
lozenge of the celebrated M n -Ching. • 
> Several London prints ^arri^wd early at 
fiac-Lodge, the. Majoit's habitation, yAiitt 
tiie iadvertiseitients wdre 4;arefo4ty etfioAv- 
nedi and- the: many woifderfal cures' Wert 
fftgi^kiriy fcransfeplbed* ' ;Th*s great business 
settled, he sometimes found leisure for less 
iiwpO'rtatat matter ; and, >am<Jngst otter 
things, had read t?he article: Which caused 
such a Gowbustion at Cafelle-Pridry '^jflSd 
MMford-HftU J butJ,'Unacqnainted with -the 
individuals, ' Und. «not suspecting Mi*; 
Stokes to be tJife befoinc of thetttle, it w^ 
pasJsedi 10 ver a'sa thirig^of cour^, aftd'for- 
gbtten:aS'SO£tnias<>read.- >>' ^ , i^ • • r. 
.xThas mattjers restedj after Lady Anil 
bad finaUJ^ detbrnined^to fceep her daugb- 
tcii J^norant ^of, tfee whole trdnsaclion, 



justly jjonifleiving/ that a, copsciow4»tefs:of 
th$ 4naoner in. which she had bee» introdu* 
Ced . to-: publit notice . wofuld; :thro w embark 
i!9dftinent ov^t her. fir$l; appearaace in to^aj^l 
ar», othieriwisie, produce: yank artificial covjeirr 
i»g, 4l!^f^y8> ^dQStructipq :to the siinpli^iijy 
€(fi ;charac tf F, ^o. amiable in . young peoiplje, 
ftad sp ;parMculariy interesting ialPant^>- 

. j(3if ifti;mas ;w:*p a. iip« ^f. festivity toAU 

tb«ppQr)iftanci arofl^d'Tj^emprne. Daring 

Mfft Fitz-Yqrk's lifq* thejndjgentjhad. beta 

^4 fapdiiclojthed at ;jthf$. incleiDenIi sea{SQn« 

a^d fcodl^Ann,cont«Ued.^. custom Mm. 

QaskplJi r^robated, ^;»^ ^tecKravagant ios*en- 

tatioo, "and ^qviite ubn^^isftry,. .bepau^e 

jCbe.parisl) amply provided ibr itflilpoor. Jt 

.^ao ctciininal toi wgeic them .With beef and 

piididingrj$her-sdid>'f iiiasniuch;;as^^ it mfad^ 

them saudyr: and' created -a! longing > for 

vianda^ imprdper for j such wrefcAe^evci^ to 

tiiink abouti i ,; \^ 

., The > 4>(^ ' f^d^llctfwing Mthsa . aiiniial feaaH, 

Xftdj! Anniand/hef .fa0uly'Ai)iok a reluctant 

kJavie^^/ztheiiL fifendji.*at:ther VjcaxagP, wd> 

by ^ 9traxt^. aHncidcmte, teftiWreniojnetm 



304 FANJtY FltZ-YOliK. 

lj«r plaiu travelling coach, for LoiidoQf at 
the tr.on^ent Mrs. Stokes and the two Mis 
Gavskcirs quitted it in Major Stokes's 
splendid carriage^and*fo»r for the sane 
place. • Poor Mn Gaskell had been com- 
pdtedi by the vulgar eloquence of his^ift 
an4 daughters, into rather not apposis; 
than consenting that Miss Gaskeli ao^ 
Gra^e should aceonvpany th^ir Aunt, fori 
week* or two, to Bath, for London was 
never mentioned ; thus, having resowtt 
to falsehood for obtaining an end wfcidi 
iruth would never have accontpli^ed/ 'asel 
in. which Mrs. Stokea gladly participated, 
for, having no feofiale society in town, ibe 
girls, after they had been < ni€Kiernjze4» 
would keep her in countenance abreai 
and serve to vent her ill humoursi-ufH 
when necessity confined.iHk at home. 
€ The unadorned carriage of the wodKUi 
of rank», and the gaudy equipagt'.occH*^^ 
By the cidivamt Hannah Leigh, i'^'' 
tered each other at the extremity- o^^ 
ladtfs Ijeadiug from the village ; whe 
latter^ with an dr of tiiumpby >«ixk^j 
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tones of exultation, ordered her podtillions 

to take the lead; and, whilst the coach 

i remained in sight, the heads of its inmates 

* were repeatedly poked but of the windows 

I as enjoying a victory her Ladyship had no 

I wish to dispute : on the contrary, if their 

I disappearance caused any sensation, it was 

, rather allied to pleasure at being left alone 

, than mortification at being left behind. 

I When within a mile of Bath, where het 

, Ladyship proposed passing the night, they 

, overtook a crowd of country people, iiat 

, the. centre of which moved a very pale 

yoang man; supported 'by two others.^ — 

Round his head was bound a white band-' 

kerchief, completely soaked in blood, froitl 

underneath which iiowed. a stream of the 

same sanguine complexion. 

Lady Ann stopped the carnage to in- 
quire if her servimt could i^ender assis- 
tance. But pity gav^ P^^^^ ^^ astonish* 
^^^ent,' when informed, by one of the mob/ 
"^W the person who excited her compassion 
^^, a high»wayman» and that he bad rob* 
^m94 aooacb fail of ladies 4iut a few miiiutes^ 
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before! ^Msaw him, my Lady," con- 
tinued her informer, '^ from that ifield; 
theservanit who followed the coacti was 
sent forward, and he watched his oppor- 
tunity, and said, ^ istop, or youVe a dead 
man.!'. ibnt,. bless tUdir little hearts^ ihej 
V!ejre.aU. women, \aad gave* him whisLt be 
W.asi[ted : with -great -civility :;ii-4ajid^ I hope 
we fiihaUjall:tkHe. warningy^ seeiKtg what 
Wdlb tktng^ xxjiAe \ to 5^far, my gen tleirian 
1^ ] not -gflUopfd : foiityl » yards! ' ib^fbre his 
^rs,fii|l$)»pd^md^oovGr his^fa^ad JM<^flew, 
9ttfl] pt(eched^ rigivt.upon ia^ sharp^^ttOBe. I 
au4 W*^ ^omipiint5^s! )t(iok : him up^ fb r^^tend, 
bbt4iJrt t^lEichrs iid^wae only stumied/ bt^ie 
tht^ :1^1eiedak^ iirbu^t him to his iseogei^, fef 
ben'Qw iwalk^as if nothing ailed Iiim,* aoJ 
I hope he'll live.to Ue'hattged, as. all such 
rogues d^^cinwe.'' ' ; i: ; 'r < . /'. 

- XadjiAnm felt assured that tbe carriage 
iimB attackfed>0dii|ld onfy belong to Major 
3t»kes, bacausej ^t every ()osti'*hey had 
pweeded'tbem afbout'aqtidirterof ah hour; 
aridf kaving^ thi^ough the day/ ehahgcd 
hors^fif at 4he sattlfc inh; -she ^baid^'U* ' dbAfet 



pf takjIng.^i^Pih^r lodgi^^g.undeii? theisdme 

rOQf arpighUn iTlj^is wascjat presenridcsi- 

rable.^ i.f0r., thcitJ rbbbcsr ! baiJ ^xcited^ hef cu* 

tiQBityy audi; ib \Vas> evidently the ocHintry- 

A^^n'i) in tiBBticKQfito. present .fcim €il*i^t.4)efbre 

\hPi iiybctd party,fiiiy hopc»of ii rcWaaryi-- * 

oHA96G(id;^atOoliet()]LAd^8htp's eto^kit^^ 

tJii^Siit ]{9i1ic^rri^^ ^iidrtlle''hack3€ihaiisi>'«)f 

berL^tt£S)idaati»ridiejii?.:uf)ioolo$6i to^ Magor 

Swkj34!5f; ^^ttdtl^dy-) w«i»f$jc»rcely;S€ja«tttl iii 

41 fpotiti f^Boikmnl jvvtteb rthe" kntir>ina$, gWstty 

and faint, from loss of blood, *'tttr^ed^tMd 

the gateMT^y^i v»herfc4*9idroppedl,^nafIpaft<jnt- 

Ijhftifqtessjoiiitqutheilariiisfigfciife gaard;**^ 

**;/{i*>P <le*d(i" A(wi* Icmdiy jRchtefl -bji sarb* 

152^1 (VW^ert^iigd^l reaching t^e.eiiiscpfjtady 

4LpB apd. bftf jp*f by, / thejr .rushtd oroit iofi the 

Tiocmi, ^ani^ <wdi8re(i;a^wrgeon>ft6i be ^n* 

! , Mteiswhikv M^^- ^okes^ Jbem^' iofovmed 
of ibe taplqjty iha&tgtoc^, iw^itl^Ker ^iiecei,- 
tq. reeUimi tfadixpn^^erbyMii^^ jSearcdi this^ 
poekejal" 'vyoqferatedSthc; trtq^ describing? 
t^ei colour) landi teKture; bf tbqndljAbrent 
pirrsesi; fcut: thc^n>ob:!i0srfc (toaiintenpoti; 
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restoring the unhappy depredatoiir to obey 
Orders so peremptorily given. ** The vile 
wretch took my gold watch and a diamond 
hoop worth fifty guineas ;'' continued Mrs. 
Stokes, ** and if they are not restored im- 
mediately, III swear you are confederates^ 
and have every soul of you hanged at the 
next assizes." " So do, Aunt, they rich- 
ly deserve it ;" continued Miss GaskelL— 
•' My papa is a justice of peace,'* subjoin- 
ed Miss Grace^ ^^ and both can and will 
puoish you.** 

An English mob, — ^I do not mean to 
say that foreign mobs are not equally 
liberal, — I hope they are, — but I know, 
from experience, that an English mob is 
generally actuated by com^passion, and 
will, in almost every instance, side with 
the oppressed. The victim before them 
was a robberj but sufiering bad rendered 
bim the: injured party. They had seized 
him as a criminal obnoxious to punish- 
ment, and greatly deserving of .it ; but 
the language and gestures of the opposing 
party were so totally divested of every- 
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thing femimne or feeling, and) niOreo\i?r, 
held. forth threats of punishment wh^re 
they expected reward, that every eye 
looked with compassion towards the cul- 
prit and with contempt upon his accusers. 
WhUst this scene passed^ Lady Annand 
her young companions were most active in 
restoring ^animation. This they accom- 
plished ere medical aid arrived, and the 
first objects that met the prisoner's vision 
were bending over him with solicitude and 
anxiety. Lady Ann possessed a counte- 
nance and figure which, independent of 
her rank, commanded respect. Fanny, 
with the same style of face, rendered in- 
finitely lovely by youth, was, at this mo- 
ment, as captivating an object as the 
pencil of genius could trace. Her travel- 
ling hat had been thrown aside, and left her 
wavy tresses of bright auburn negUgeiitly 
disordered by exercise^ and her forehead, 
whose bold arch denoted candour and 
good sense, exposed to view. The fire^of 
her intelfigent blue^eyes had given place 
to pity and dissolving tenderne$8,-*-her 
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lovfily ! mpu|ja: .breathed laccentstiof copai 
serauon, — asidiiihqr fhaitds,*^ softj wiil^ 
^nci formed bythe.mcesrriiles >o<; symn* 
try^ wereiapplying volatjites to* tlie faintiiij 
wretched creature, from whose preditoij 
atUckaf, in aH probabi li ty, they were on!| 
ftaved, by .the r accident ^rhioh renderwi 
htm aa objdet dficompas^idtii - 

When tbe:xdbbcr iiecD^ered to a Al 
cohsciousacss of • his situation, he seeincJi 
at one glance, * to enter ittto the charactcR 
of tbe>seyea»lgrcmpsfc To- the^^e?^^ &»»• 
ritam ' be expressed obligatipn^ tfectuitil 
with negret, tijat such benevolent itti*tioii 
^oiiklibe bestowied-on^oiie so tfiidescitinj 
--:-8o. 16st. To Mr^;St(ikes' arid'herieee 
he returned V the pi^djjetty: obtained *? 
force, and hoped : th^y wmt4 :iakt(^' 
passion on,his yoBth, and suffer Wsp'*' 
^^qt iniscry tabebisJottly 'punishm(?i>t. ^ T* 
jJie.iiiraMrdi jiw'hdBh fthfe'pr&sertce of ^1^" 
toperiorsiiferd k^J^fc dilerit, 'he liptfke' wi* 

tnareenfe^y thiti'ctohid fiAire' been t:(p^^' 
*ed;<|fw»»fJiidWeeft^.6iebiHfy.^^^iAl^ 
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dressed; better .and speaking a language 
superior to ^y ourselves, there is |iQt:0]ie 
amongst you. who^e situatdon I ;xio not 
envy% for there is not one hut can gain an 
hjc>nest livelihood, and, after a day bf tbil^ 
retur^i to his home, cheered by thie looks 
of . some krnd relative or friend; whilst I^ 
without the meam of earning a 'dihiiery 
except by. fraud, shall no mo re. return > to 
cheer a. suffering wife,— to fesciie her/ftom 
the bitter pangs of famine and desp^ir,**r 
to close h'^r: eyes, and see her decently 
committed lio her; hiother^earth. You, wbo 
have childFeii abanddu them not, lest the 
slnsj of tjie. parent, be visited upon ^ypur 
pifspring,.ai>d they becotae, like me, tjie 
victiai pf others, qriinesi and die, »> I 
shaH, ftursirtg th^ Author, of n^y ^xi«teo«^4f 
: ,Thp§UTgeQn,nony arrived,, ^nd^ -Atllin^y 
Ann> re^p$t, thejihjgbwaymfm' nvas :,a?- 
cpmiuQd.ated with 3 M4^ ; .,IJiis^d(d*e^? h»d 
greatly affected^ p^ffhjhiftdiyidiuad; of>!>hff 
party^ and, as soFrow-.^; allQA«ed.^Q:;^ 
contagions, totb^t^ ?au?ci we at^rihjBfqja 
3ometbing to l\fic^.'>$to}ie% which forced 
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her to brush away the starting tear, or, 
perhaps, only affect to do so, as sbere* 
tired to her room. Suspicion is the vice 
of little minds. Fronf this charge we can 
only clear ourseWes by ol^serving, that the 
Miss Gaskell's retreated from the scene un^ 
moved, and that Mrs. Stokes was neariy 
allied to tliem, not by ties of blood qnly, 
their minds sympathised ; and, as the fbr^^ 
mer were invulnerable to compassion, the 
lattery we suppose, could not easily be 
wounded by it. *' You seem,*' says my 
intelligent reader, " to have lost sight of 
Mrs, Stokes as a mother; the robbers ad* 
dress to parents might, in that character, 
have touched the chords of sensibility, 
without impeaching her consistency, or 
involving her in a weakness incompatible 
with' her general habits.** The observation 
is not ilUtimed, but it happens, unfortu* 
nately for your penetration, my discerning 
reader, that Mrs. Stokes' conduct will not 
bear you out ; her apparent sorrow appears 
to have been only of momentary duration, 
for, no sooner were the party assembled in 
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the hallowed pj:eciQcts of their, own apart- 
inenty than every mouth opened in con* 
demnation of Lady Ann and Fanny. 

Mrs. Stokes " wondered how a woman 
of quality could so demean herself, to say 
nothing of the immorality of countenancing 
a highwayman." Miss Gaskell said, *^ they 
took the fellow's part out of revenge, be- 
cause none of her family would visit at 
the Tower." Whilst Grace ** thought the 
culprit's handsome person sufficiently ac- 
counted for the fuss they made about 
him." 

Mrs. Stokes, to whom the stolen pro- 
perty had been presented, now returned 
the purses, made of silk and their own ma- 
nufactory, to each of her nieces. And, 
after replacing her ring and watch, was 
unconsciously committing her own purse to 
the security of a ridicule, when Miss Gas- 
kell recommended an examination, to see 
if all was right. Her aunt smiled at the 
idea, but at the same time prepared to obey 
it, when a coronet, upon the gold clasp, 

VOL. J. p 
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arrested her attention. The purse was of 
morocco, and ornamented exactly similar; 
but the appendage to nobility convinced 
her it had a nobler owner. This its con- 
tents, which the trio lost no tinoe in exa- 
mining, confirmed; for, although her own 
pturse was well stored, it sunk much beneath 
ther value of tbis. A five hundred pound 
Bank-note, besides several small ones, and 
a remarkable ring, filled one side; the 
other contained some gold, and a brooch; 
with the letter M. surmounted by a coronet, 
and encircled with brilliants. 

Every eye gazed with wonder at the va- 
luable contents, but no tongue talked of 
restitution. ^^Indeed, " as Mrs. Stokes 
observed, " to whom could they be T^ 
stored? The owner had doubtless given 
them up for lost; and to return them tea 
robber would be sanctioning theft^ and 
countenancing immorality." The truth of 
this observation was confirmed by the two 
girls, after Mrs, Stokes had presented them 
with each a ten pound note ; and the trite 
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adage, ihat ^^ exchange is no robbery," 
settled the business to their entire satisfac- 
tion. 

Lady Ann, before she left Bath, had a 
long conversation with the robber. But, 
as she observed a profound dilence on the 
subject, we shall be equally taciturn, and 
not anticipate the secret, — if there be any, 
— -only observing, that the owners of the 
inn promised to engage a n\irse, aild pro- 
mote the young man's recovery by every 
means in their power, after her Ladyship 
had pledged her word to indemnify them 
from all loss. 

This work of charity performed, and 
with a heart deeply interested in the fate of 
every created being, whatsoever his rank 
or ^situation, . Lady Ann and her family 
proceeded to London ; where Mr. Strict- 
land received them with that heart-cheer- 
ing hospitality and kindness he so well 
knew how to bestow, and her Ladyship to 
appreciate. Mrs. Stokes, on the contrary, 
wbd had dismissed^ her stylish equipage 

p2 
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and attendants at Bath, was set down at 
a comfortless lodging, where no friend 
greeted her arrival, — no bosom responded 
with delight, — for in the vast metropolis 
not one being could be found who feit 
anxious for her welfare, or concerned for 
her safety. 



i 
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CHAP. IX. 

A citizen's house, — THE PORTRAIT, — 
COVENT-GABDEN THEATRE. 

'Ti9 astonishing how much business ac- 
tive and willing minds can accomplish in 
one short winter's day! Before the close 
of it, Fanny and Rosette had arranged 
every thing with so much neatness and 
harmony, that Lady Ann almost fancied 
herself at Tremorne. Mr- Strictiand's ap- 
probation of their industry was mixed with 
fears of fatigue, and a declaration that 
Lady Ann's woman would have been better 
employed in such arrangements than his 
ward. But her Ladyship's praise was u'U'- 
qualified. Indolence in young people was 
her aversion ; whatever their employment, 
she strenuously recommended excellence ; 
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and that the meanest concerns, as well as 
those of importance, should be undertaken 
with all the energies of the mind. " Vapi- 
dity and coldness never yet," \viouldshe say, 
" arrived at perfection ; and that, however 
we may fall short, ought to be the aim of 
every rational Creature. Any body may da 
a little, but a mind determined can do a 
great deal; and I would rather it should be 
said that Fanny is totally ignorant of a spe- 
cified science than not mistress of it*'* 

Mr. Strictland's residence in Lombard- 
street was confined and dull. There was 
neither prospect to attract the eye, nor.air 
to invigorate the frame ; but comfort afid 
cheerfuljuess reigned within the walls, and 
what more animating could be expected, ia 
the depths of December, even in Berkeley: 
square? To obviate situation and cliniate, 
her guardian lavishly provided for-all Fa»- 
ny's wants, nay, in some respects, out-raa 
her wishes. One apartment was solely de- 
voted to music, in which he had collected 
every instrutnent, and those the best, of 
their various kinds, adapted for female use. 
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— I mean females of Lady Ann's school^ -^ 
for had a tambourine or flageolet crossed 
the path of Fanny or her governess, 'tis ten 
to one they would have been rustic enough 
to call excellence on the one ** indelicate," 
and the other ** mascuUne/' This apart- 
ment,^ called the music-room, might, with 
as much propriety, have been designated 
the conservatory, for plants of every rare 
^nd choice description " shed their sweets 
around.** The walls were decorated by the 
first artists^ in compartments alternately 
exhibiting the treasures of Flora, and the 
more scientiiSc pursuits of Apollo ; except 
8- large spatre reserved at the head of the 
room; over the organ, for Miss Fitz- York's 
portrait; This treasure, -^for in such terms 
the worthy mdrchaut spoke of it,r-thad 
iQ^gj been- promised; and the firat clear 
dfty after their arrival^ he attended his vi'si- 
tprs to the house 6f'Mn West, who, haying 
previous notice, wa^ ready to receive them* 
To Eaiany and BOsette the sight; of thisce* 
lebrated artist'^ productions was a treat of 
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the most delectable kind, for nothings mo- 
dern had hitherto met their eye. 

The gallery at Tremorne was filled with 
the ancestors of Mr. Fitz-York, but they 
were stiff, formal, old-fashioned, aod 
gloomy, and rather exhibited objects of 
terror to young minds than admiratioD; 
but here there was every thing to fascinate 
the attention. 

After attentively admiring a great variety 
of elegant men and beautiful women, Ladj 
Ann called them to view a portrait not yet 
taken from the easel. With an exclaniatioct 
of surprise, they instantly recognized Mr: 
Moseley, from his auburn hair ; had the 
honours of the head been blacky her Ladr* 
ship and Fanny would have claimed him as 
their relation, and called him Lord Mose- 
ley, . so critical was the resemblance. 
Whilst they were examining the portrait in 
eviry possible light, and nVore than ever 
wondering at the similitude two human ly- 
ings bore to each other, Mr. Strictland^-^ 
who had been conversing, with Mr. Wert 
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in an adjoining room, — entered with that 
gentlemanV apology for running away to 
attend a summons from York-House/ and 
an assurance that be would be punctual 
in his attendance the folio wing day at 
eleven. 

Lady Ann then pointed out the picture ; 
and the good merchant was extolling both 
the likeness and the execution, wlien the 
original, joy lighting up every feature, 
rushed into the room ! With more anima- 
tion than ceremony, he seized the bands of 
her Ladyship and Fanny, and almost de- 
vouring them with kisses, expressed his 
rapture at their arrival, and, in the same 
breath, his sorrow that so felicitous an 
event was not known sooner. " But, "^ 
continued he, "joy has made me guilty of 
an oversight, for which I beg Miss Caven- 
dishes pardon, and Iiope she will believe 
me sincere when I say, that few eVentS of 
my life have given me greater plea&^ure 
than seeing her in town. Mr» Strictiatid, 
I never, behold you without envy, and you 
may thank your stars that hatred and malice 

p3 
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are not added to the catalogue ; for to be 
Ihc favourite and exlusive cicisbeo of three 
such females, might tempt a man to shoot 
youy if he thought there was any chance 
of succeeding to your enviable priyilegesw'' 
Lady Ann and her friends were little less 
pleased at the rencontre than thi^irdt pre* 
sent loquacious fellow traveller ; and* made 
suitable replies to his elaborate expressions 
of joy and attachment. At length, — trans- 
port having resigned her throne to reason, 
'*— Fanny, smiling, pointed to the ptct«fe^ 
but was interrupted in her intended observa- 
tion by Mr. Strictland ; who, also pointing 
(lie same way, said, '^Moseley, is this you, 
OF Lady Ann's nephew? for, by George^ 
we are unable to decide. ' You, in a black 
scratch, might pass for a Lord, and he, in 
a brown one, dwindle into a commooer/ 
Fanny's arch smile, and the be^nning of 
Mr. Strictland's address^* somewhat discon- 
certed Moseley, but the embarrassment 
was momentary ; for, resuming that ease of 
deportment in which no Lord could excel 
him, he replied^ '^had Mr. Weist been at 
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bo^e, he would have satisfied all your 
doul^ts .respecting, the original of that 
portrait; in his absence, permit me to 
say that Lord Moseley cannot derive 
gr^eace^ bonpur, from any circumstance of 
\m lite than that of being nej)hew to Lady 
A^n JFitz* Yorkf there he is alooe enviable^ 
InriBVWy thing else, I api content to be 
plain Charles Moseley, in the brown scratch, 
and perhaps am more elated in that cha- 
racter. iham^ I should be as Lord. Mount- 
cattje'^ bear, if what your Ladyship once 
toldtin^..be indeed true.'' 
. *f«.What is that, my young friend ?" 

' ^^ That mo son of Lady Mountcastle 
abouid aspire to the hand of Miss Fitz* 

^ '^ You Uiu3W not Lady Mountcastl^ or 
you would not talk ofjospiring. Her Lady* 
ship would call it descending; and nev8? 
shall a son %>f iier's so descend, fiut comt, 
this is; the only su bject that. can .^ present 
p^t me out of humour I and as I - value the 
good opinion of the present company- too 
highly^ to shew my airs and graces before 
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thetn, let us take Bond-$treet in our way 
home, and forget our relattons, in the so- 
ciety of our friends.*' 

When they returned to Lombard-^street, 
Lady Ann found cards had been left by 
Mrs. and Miss Bloomfield ; but the dov^ 
ager had not merely left her name; she left 
her carriage also^ and wrote the following 
note. 

' "Mrs. Bloomfield is happy to hear of 
Lady Ann Fitz- York's arrival ; and not he* 
ing blessed with that patient forbearancev 
which trusts to chance for a meeting, or 
contents itself >vith visiting by ticket, she 
hopes Lady Ana and the girls will make 
interest with Strictland to order two ad^ 
ditional covers, in case Mrs* B. and her 
daughter should take it into fhcir wise 
beads to drop in about five o'clock- Hunt^ 
ley was in the Park, this mornings driving 
as if the very d — I was in him ! It boreafa-* 
vourable aspect ! Any thing is preferable 
to the nambtf pambj/y either in man or 
woman*" 
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Precisely at the time appointed, the two 
liekdiies were shewn into Mr. Strictland's 
^^rawing-rodm ; but, without giving the ser- 
vant time to announce them, the Wido\^ 
exclaimed, " Well; here I am ! AH impa- 
tience to pay my respects to the only wo- 
n^An *of quality I ever cared two^pence 
about! People of d is tinctfon, as they at6 
tHilfed,^ are, in general, ^i>/i;icf enough; 
lieaven knows ! from any thing I wish to 
associate with ; but here is a woman, with 
cvety pretension to rank, save pride ahd 
ariogancie, and every pretention to gobd- 
ness, that human nature is capable of*. 
Sueh^ whatever be their station, * I pfess 
tamy heiart's core, even to my heart of 
hearts, as I do thee, Horatio.' ^' 
^ Lady Ann, although rarely at a loss fo^ 
sentiment, or words to express . thi^m, 
scarcely knew how to answer such ah lad^ 
dm%. The Widows as if reading her 
thoil^ts, though, in fact, only giving 
vent to her own feelings, allowed no* time 
felt a rbply^ ; bAt, running up to Fanny and 
EMette^ complimented them on their looks, 



^QatiqMed,sh^,;. " I hope you.wiU.n>aiD«iai|i^ 
.even ,a«Mdfi; ^Ije: cqntagion- af - L4;>^)4Qi. 
Girls," no w-a;4ay«, I^jhyiC flOtWqg; to nn?P> 
m^gir\ationy; , ami M»**» gepfsrally speakiajg^ 
jfi piore faVour^blfi to the ^)c libau,aByi^ 

fP»uTg,,pf t)\e, r««%-: 3>»t JP ijpe.jgy 
«f seeing. you,.ay,,,|, had! peafly 1^9^^ 
poor StnetlaRd<,9nd,fi4i:bara,^ ap^.yet, t^f^ 
^ none of. your, every ,#}» /olH*,; Siy jet- 

^CflfJs^-rr.M^^.Xgveijdjaii.-nilW' ,is Mm 
Plppni^d,. j^jTi 5!^,c?a^,d hAiRba^ndrs. cj^ugfe 
tef, .?|»d as,dear,io,qi|? as-— nbu^Iet Strictr 
h^d fpeajc fof het gpodi qu^Iitifis, if skf 
h»veany, when ^ ap? not prqsfsRt to coa- 
tradict him.- He ip; her gpar^i^i^^yi^iull 
|op,.J believe,, M.ia» f'itz- Yqi^k-r~.", j;^f ny 
co«iW jgst; slijdp io a bjow,. ^ny pther afi^w^ 

i!Y« w^ 'inposiibl?. ,. , „, : ,,,. „ j .^i .,., 
.,f* Aye, ^ye hh^'ll do,^of«^s$j^,__yp^^1j 

doi^»» qred,it,-^89 each parjUyimaytrtsitot* 
balance, pad^/^ena new>ap«<?p|i|;» \.. -; 
: ., A.seTyint,p^:aa ep/ji to- the gPO#,lj|d(p'<j 
yolubijjt^,. ^y... ^wiBufjpIo^ . dji}«einj^^,|, 
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ere it was. well .fimsh^d, Mr* Strictland's 

coaeh waited to convey the. family tQj:Co-» 

vettt-garden theatre. ^ « 1/ ,: ii:^-, . 

Mrs. Bl<>Qmfi&14 . at first refused to lac-^ 

company theni, 4)leadiBg a prior engag^e-^ 

tnent; bi£t thebejseeching looks of Barbara^ 

looks her mother perfectly ondisrscood^ and 

genially complied with, decided .£(>r>ith9 

play ; and they took possession of t ibeiir 

box, as th&raudieni^e were grtetriig Mr. 

Kemble in his! first .scene of < Macbeth. 

Fanny: and ^o^tte^ new^to ihe CKceUenc^ 

of scenic, representation, « never 'oneet re^ 

moved their eyes from the stage, till, a 

Scotch air proclaimed the end of the act ; 

and thei), Fjanny, taking a. survey of the 

house, which l^as. brilliantly , filled, fi^lt 

abashed at the undivided attention hier 

stowed on their . box. Eyes aod glasses, 

from every direction^ Qeeined to centr^ 

there, as the focus of attraction. She exr 

amined her party, |o see if any peculiarity 

of dress or appearance caused such rudie 

gaae; but nothing of that kind appearing, 

petitioned Lady Ann for a seat less con- 
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spicuous than the one in front, in pr<ler to 
escape the rlistres.sing notice of those 
fashionable beings who inhabited the first 
and second tier of boxes, and from whose 
education and habits she expected good 
breeding at least. Alas! poor innocent! 
she was yet to learn that the action ^ 
condemned was the very ficmi of good 
breeding, and caused by her total igno- 
rance of it ! For what person of real fashkm 
attends to the business of the stage, or 
knows, in fact, whether the pei'fdrnmnce 
be tragedy or comedy, or the ]>eFformers 
bipeds or quadrupeds ? 

It wias Fanny's close attention to the 
performance, even more than her n<>veltj 
or personal attraction, M'hich caught the 
attention of the lounging, lollitig, lisping, 
triflers. Her beauty might have b^en for- 
given, even by her own sex, and' her i»w- 
liess forgotten, after the " who is she ?" 
and "what is she?** But any attention to 
Shakespeare, or those whose acting is his 
brightest illustration, is an offence so bar- 
barousi vulgar^ and unfashionable, that it 
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is: universally rated a bore^ and stared down 
witli persevering effrontery. 
. Mrs, Bloomfield, being made acquainted 
with the cause of her distress, would on no 
9^count hear of a removal. " What ! '■ 
said she, in her usual loiid and command- 
ing manner, *' would you shrink, from a 
cause which does you so much honour? 
If you have only courage to make a stand 
against these enemies of propriety, and 
shew them that you dare act properly, in 
defiance of fashion, the day is your own i 
but if you make a pusillanimous retreat,' 
you must.either join the standard of folly. 
Of; be annoyed by skirmishiog parHes, 
wherever you have the hardihood to shew 
yourself." 

A noise in the adjoinitig box interrupted 
the« Widow's spirited feifionstrance, and 
cauglit the attention \^f all within its vi- 
cinity. 
- Three ladies had just entered, followed 
by a party of fashionable young men, visi- 
Uy>iQia state of intoxication, who insisted 
ifMW'jqiaing. their party, under the privi- 
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lege of long-established acquaiotance. To 
vain the ladies denied all knowledg'e, — ib 
vain they declared themselves stran^rs, 
and insisted upon the intruders' departure, 
— the votaries of Bacchus either diti not, 
or would not, give credit to their asser- 
tions;, two of the most dariug forced tie 
females asunder, and, each throwing' bis 
arm round their waists, addressed them hy 
the familiar-appellation of " My dear." 

Lady Ann, the Qiomentsbeturned round, 
—notwithstanding the alteration madcby 
dress,-T-recognised M th. Stbkes and the two 
GasHell's, tawdrily. habited in theextreow 
of the mode, ^qd rouged iwith more de- 
sign,, tp ettrfltjt. njDticc .thdn skill to. cb 
ceive. 

Lady 4pn/i thongh iher_:;l-epugnance to 
address tbf>,iir<>»ffi,i,^Bd^f such ciA;imi- 
stances, wa8/Ui>conquieraW«j*lt tooiwch 
real respect for their worthy father, to see 
hisioflfspriiigi-nhqwevjer ireprehen^ble tbeir 
cofidu^tt-r-labomitijj underjcMaitress^lteJiad 
the power to ajieviate.. Turning, therefonv 
tp Mr. StrietlaDd,.9lwj]padeikiin iaqiiaiMcfl 
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* ^ 

with their {Persons, and her own wish that 
some method might be taken to relieve their 
too apparent mortification.^ 

Mrs. Bloom field no sooner heard these 
particulars, than she preremptorily declared 
Air. Strictland shoold run no risk for i/eo- 
men who deserved insult by courting it ; 
"for who,'' she continued, ** wpuld go 
into public so dressed, and unprotected, 
that did not ^vish to attract the libcrtH^ 
notice of the other sex P* 

*• Biit my dear madam, ** replied her 
Ladyship, •' if you knew the virtues of my 
respectable neighbotor^' you would with toe 
wish to save his ^eiWildTen from disgrace ; 
eMr. Gaskell would not sfee'his vors't'enemy 
suffer, if he had the power of preventing 

' ' "Say no morcj^'^aidthe Wid?)W. ", Yout 
Ladyship has the' |>6^er tif porsnsion/ and, 
as my sex proti?cts ifiei'Ilirili endeavour to 
shame the boys into'good b^havlbUr.'^ * 
Mr. Strictiatid, >rho knew it was vain td 
contend with a spirit so resolved, quietly 
acquiesced in her projected plan.' It was-. 
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however, defeated ; for, during her dia- 
logue with Lady Ann, the pit had warmly 
taken up the female cause, and insisted so 
strenuously upon the offending party betng 
turned out, that their companions, morf 
reasonable, because less inebriated, forceJ 
them from the box, and once more restored 
the house to order. 

Mrs. Bloomfield could ill brook defeat; 
and since she had no opportunity of open- 
ing her battery on the men, determined 
the women, who, in her opinion were 
equally, or perhaps more, deserving ci 
censor^, should not escape. Leaning over 
the box, therefore, but in tones not qaite 
so stentorian as usual, she said, '* when 
females forget the delicacy of their sex, 
and appear in public almost in a state of 
nudity, they cannot w6nder that men shoald 
forget it also, and treat thein with the dis- 
respect appearances too well justify. I 
should not have condescended t6 notice 
the glaring impropriety of your dress, be- 
cau^ I might have suspected that the pro- 
fession of its wearers were alike inviting, 
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had not a friend of Mr. G^sketi's convinced 
me that such a decision would have been 
rash ; and, for his sake, I caution his chil- 
dren not to provoke another^ public repri- 
mand/' 

Mrs. Stokes's spirit was equal to a reply; 
and so free an address from a stranger ap- 
peared to demand one; but, there was 
such a superior degree of self-possession in 
Mrs. Bloomiield, her tones and manner 
^ere altogether so commanding, that few 
people, even her equals in intellect, chose 
to provoke a contest. Besides, though 
Mrs. Stokes affected to consider Lady Ann 
as nobody in the presence of Mrs. Gaskell 
and her associates, she felt her own inferi-^ 
ority in her actual presence, when not sup- 
ported by the glare of equipage and at- 
tendants, to a painful degree. Her nieces 
too, though pert to their equals, and over- 
bearing with tlicir inferiors, were consci- 
ously susceptible of their own littleness, 
and felt relieved when Mrs. Stokes propo^ 
sed removing to a part of the house» where 
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tbey could be anjused without tbe vicinity 
of such impertinent neighbours. 

When the curtsiin dropped upon tbe ill- 
fated imbecile Macbeth, who, subtBittiiig 
to the deceptive influence of supernatiiial 
agency and the insidious persuasions of his 
ambitious wife, lived a life of superstitiou 
fear> and died^ trusting to the illusioiis 
which> step by step,- led on to his destrac- 
tion» Lady Ann proposed an adjournmeot 
Pantomime possessed no allurements to a ^ 
mind like hers, nor promised to make 
amends for the dulness of a bad play, xveak* 
(y performed; who then could bear such 
mummery after the greatest treat the hu- 
man mind is capable of receiving, — ^after 
sedng and hearing Mr. Kemble and Mis. 
Siddons ? than whom nothing in the mimic 
art can come in. competition. 

As they were waiting in the saloon for 
their carriage, Sir Herbert Huntley entered, 
but stopped at the door to inform his ser- 
vaiitijie should not remain ten minutes. 
At that moment Miss Cavendish was seized 
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with a faititaess which obliged her to faaye 
recourse to her friend's arm; and, the Ba- 
ronet was passing into . the house without 
observing tl)em, when Mrs. Bioomfield,-— < 
the incorrigible Mrs. Bloonrifield, — bawled 
out, ** H»nttey, ^i^bither 84>^ fast? Turn 
back, man, and judge whether any thing 
in the house can make ilmends for over* 
looking your salt • water acquaintance. 
Miss Cavendish, I am sorry to see you 
unwell; the tragedy has l^t its mournful 
effects upon your spi4*its, but trust to the 
comic efforts of Sir Herbert for dispersing 
them." 

The name of Cavendish had an electric 
effect upon the Baronet. He rushed for- 
ward, and, in accents of tenderness, inqui- 
red concerning the nature of her malady, 
and what. he could do to relieve it? Bat 
her indisposition was momentary.! Grati* 
fied by his Mlioitude, she gracefully thank- 
ed him, and drew his attention, by a look 
of inexpiessSble sweetness, to the resti of 
the party, by wliom he was welcomed with 
unfeigned pleasure. At this moment, the 
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carriage was anaounced, and after assisting 
the ladies he jumped into his own, withoat 
requiring any very pressing solicitation to 
follow them into the city. 

Sir Herbert's unconquerable good . hu- 
mour was now aided by the unexpected 
joy of meeting a party, every individual of 
whom he respected ; and^ in that party a 
female whom he loved almost without 
knowing it, or, at least, being conscious to 
what extent. For, so volatile was his dis- 
position, that had Rosette never again 
stumbled upon his path, or bad years inter- 
vened, His probable the picture left upon 
his mind would have been effaced, or 
otherwise so faint, that another image of 
equal excellence might have been stamped 
there, without the former impression at all 
interfering. . But now, coming upon him 
by surprise, and before his imagination 
had had time to cool, her influence was 
fixed and indelible. 

During their light repast, the conversa- 
tion naturally reverted to Lyme, and the 
company they met during their todr; 
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"amotigst whom, Moseley formed too con- 
spiciibi^ a feature to be either wholiy 
omitted or passed over Kghtly* Neither 
the Baronet or the Widow had seen him 
since their ramble, and were pleased when 
Lady Ann mentioned their acciden^tal 
meeting at Mr. West's. " He almostt pro- 
mised/* continued her Ladyship, " to share 
^ur box this evening at the theatre, but I 
^suppose some unexpected ^^gagem^it de- 
prived us of his company/' 

** No engagement," replied Sir Herbert 
*^ should have interfered with an appoint- 
ment that did him so much honour. Could 
I have had the least presentiment that 
Coyent-^gardeh theatre contained such a 
. party> I would have hailed it as the temple 
where all my wishes centred, and nothing 
on earth should havehad power to detain 
me from them. But, Moseley, although a 
good fellow in the main) has little of my 
energy." 

" Impetuosity yovt mean, Huntley," re- 
plied the Widbw/V:'^ He 'is energetic 
enough,^ but not quite^^^f^eroufial as you 

VOL. I. . Q ' vv' " 
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are. ^' By the. bye, who were those ladiea 
who trusted their limbs to your guidanoe 
thb roorniDg? They were either weary cf 
life or converts to fatality.; on no other 
ground can I reconcile the risk they ran 
with so Jehu^like a charioteer/' 

*' The ladies who did me the honour to 
fUr in my barouche^ I have the pleasure to 
call mother and sister^^ They are not I am 
well assured tired of existence^ nor do I 
think them disciples of necessity^ yet tbejr 
trusted, to my skill; and, if the preseot 
party will do me tl^ same honour^ I can 
insure them from harm by accommodating 
my speed to their pleasure. Say^ Lady 
Ann> shall! have the enviable felicity of 
driving you round the Park to-4norn)V 
morning?" 

**I believe not,'* replied her Ladyship. 
*' We have appointed Mr. West to give 
Fanny the first ^tting^ and I make it a 
principle that my young folks shall be 
* punctual Some other morning, if, indeed^ 
you have courage to be seen with a party 
whom nobody knows, we win* put ou^ 
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selves to a trifling hazard to reward such 
heroism." 

^* Courage ! why I shall he the envy of 
the whole club. Lord S-— *-— , Sir John 

L— ■, Mr. B' » never rode before 

such a precious cargo of beauty, wit, and 
goodness, since they knew how to handle 
a whip.^* 

^^ Bravo Baronet !" said the Widow. 

«... 

^ But is there no danger of this carga^ as 
. you politely phrase it, of beauty, wit, and 
goodness, turmng your head ? and your 
neat-limbed ^ bays left to their own gn^* 
dance, ateerjug a wroijig course,, and uH'^ 
shipping this valuable curgp TV 
. f^ My ^ear Mrs. filoomfield,, cargo is^ 1 
iGonfesa, when applied. to ladies, a vile 
phrase, and de^rves your censure ; but it 
escaped when my thoughts were consider^ 
ing actions not words." 

'' I believe you : and».that our actions 
may not again betray our words, let us 
escape . from this hospitable house, and 
#thank the VMirtl^ owner that j he has not 
timied us oiit long ago." 

Q 2 
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CHAP. X 



A FORGERY AND MORTIFICATION IK 

HIGH LIFE. 

Mrs. Stokes's temporary residence was 
in Southampton-street, at the house of a 
man who had been bred to the law, but, 
having committed several petty misde- 
meanors, was struck off the list, and now 
lived an idle vagabond life; sometiojes 
picking up a few shillings in the way of 
his profession, by undertaking dirty actions 
which no man of reputation would be 
concerned in ; at others, lounging about 
billiard -tables and taking inHbe inexperi- 
enced. By these disreputable means he 
contrived to gain a scanty subsistence for 
himself; and his wife, an industrious wo- 
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maii^ with four children, were maintained 
by occasional lodgers. 

Mrs. Stokes paid a handsome sum for 
the first floor, and, having no connexions 
in town, preferred associating with the 
family to total seclusion with her nieces. 
Besides, Brierly was a plausible man, and 
perfectly conversant in those matters which 
country ladies are most anxious about ; so 
they made him useful in a variety of ways, 
audi found themselves entirely happy with 
such a protector. 

In a few days the family were perfectly 
domesticated, and Brierly's profession re- 
vived Mrs. Stokes's almost despaired of 
plans. She had worldly sagacity enough 
• to discover, that her landlord would hesi- 
tate at no project whereby he might get 
money ; and, this being exactly the person 
she wanted, the man of business was sum- 
moned to a private conference, when, to 
her great joy, ,she found him not only dis- 
posed to forward her views, but to im- 
prove upon them. 
Honest industry is content to jog on at 
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a slow pace, but villauy is ever on the 
gallop. Few days elapsed ere Brierly had 
drawn up a deed, whereby the late Honour* 
able Frederick Grosvenor bound himself^ 
his heirs, and executors, tp pay to his 
natural son, Frederick ' Leigh, the sum of 
ten thousand pounds, when he arrived at 
the age of twenty-one years. This uras 
followed by a promise of marriage to Han* 
nah Leigh, under forfeiture, upon failui^ 
tljpreof, either by death or otherwise, of 
live thousand pounds, for her sole and se- 
parate- use. The deed was pretended to 
be executed in 1 803, at Beverley, in York- 
shire, her native place, and witnessed by 
two neighbours, ,who, together with the 
lawyer, were since dead, A perfect imita* 
tion of the bondsman*s hand was the niost 
perplexing part of the imposture; but Mrs. 
Stokes retained several of his letters inclo- 
sing remittances; and a few days successful 
industry obviated every difficulty; Brierly, 
having completed the business to their 
mutual satisfaction, was further employed 
to discover whether the Earl of Milfprd 
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was in town or when expected. Meantime, 
the appearance of her iiieces wsts modem* 
ized ei^en to caricature ; and^ their first ap* 
pearance at the theatre, in their new dos« 
tume» underwent, as we have seen, the 
severe reprdbation of Mrs. Bloomfield. ^ 

The Morning Post had scarcely announ«» 
ced the. arrival of) Lord: and Lady Milford, 
at Miiford-house, Piccadilly, when his 
Lordsbtp was ahnoyed by an iU-^pelt 
letter, superscribed with the pkbeiaii naihe 
of "Hannah Stbkfes!'' ** Hannah S^&M r' 
he repeated, without regarding anything 
but the signature, ** on what possible pre- 
tence can Hannah Stokes write to fhe Earl 
of Milford? Here, madam," addressing his 
Lady, *^ read < this curious composition : 
andf if it be a petition, act as yoar own 
judgment shall direct, without taki;ig i^ 
my valuable momenis by co^mmisnicatfon." 

Lady Mijrfbrd, with ber usual good bu-i 
mour, obeyed the; commands^ of her<de-« 
spotic . Lord ;. . but, , ere she . oattie to the 
coQclittion, ^observed, 1'^ this; ktt^ does 
npt Gome>if> the haaible: form of a petition^ 
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^)y Lord| but conlains a demand ; not oo 
your Lordship^ indeed, but on tlie estate 
and effects of your late, brother, Frederick^ 
to the amount of fifteen thousand pounds/ 
'* Indeed ! And does the demaiid ordi- 
nate in that woman with the vulgar 

name?" 

« 

*' Even so. Shall I gratify your JLord- 
ship by reading the letter aloud ? It refea^ 
chiefly to a boy, whom Hannah Stokes u 
pleased to call your nephe\K^." 

.'^ Impudent assertion ! But let us haw 
it in the woman's own words/* 

^' My Lord, 
" After my un/ortinot conextion with 
your deer brother, woe was bbund to mary 
me under a penualty of five thousand 
pound, But after wards refused Becaus he 
sed your lordship wood never call me sister; 
i'.wefit abrode to the east indis, and after 
Freddericks deth, maryd a nabob woe now 
B^sieds In devpnshur, and worn I left to 
wate upon your lordship that wee mite 
settel maters comfurtubly Your nefejp 
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Tredderick Leigh Is now making the grand 
toot, and i hav no dout wil do us all cred-^ 
dit wen he returns to Ingland. I hope and 
beleev your lordship and laidymountcassel 
will doo sumthing ansum for him becaucr 
10,0(K) pound, for which i hav got his 
father's bond, wil not suport him in the 
way a decendent of your nobel house. awt 
to liv. I sbal be prowd to waite upon 
your lordship and perhaps laidy mountcas-^ 
sel wil giv me the meetin, wen we cud tauk 
maters overj or, if it bee more agreabkr 
your layer and mine, mr. brierly in south- 
Hamton-street mite arang things with out 
trubblin eether of us. I beg to bee kmdley 
rememberd to laidy mountcassel, and re- 
main your lordship's obbedient servunt 
and sincear frend, 

Hannah Stokes*?' 

** WeH, what does your Lordship thinltf 
of your modest and sincere Jriendj Hannalv 
Stokes?" 

** I think, what every body else must 
^ink^ that the woman is mad. Nobody: 

q3 
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in her station, who had her senses^, woukf 
dire to address me in the language yim 

have read.** 

Lady Mountcastle and her daughter 
wf re now announced, and found their iU 
liistrious relative swelling with pride and 
flashed with indignation. He neither rose 
to, receive thein^ nor returned his sister's 
salutation ; but» as such Lehaviour was net 
unusual or very materia), the ladies tnade 
the customary inquiries^ " when eadh fii* 
xpily came to town } How ibey had passed 
the summer? In what society?'* and fil^ 
other questions equally important, — when 
his Lordship, looking round with the con* 
sciousness of superior sagacity, exclaimed, 
V It must be so !— ha ! Lady Mountcastle, 
I am glad you are come at this critical 
juncture. Your opinion may assist me in 
a dilemma few subjects could occasion; 
but this is altogether so new and unpre^e* 
dented, and appeared, fVom the nature* of 
things, so impossible ever to occur to a 
person of my rank, and least of all to me; 
that the wonder would be> to find me pr0- 
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pared to meet the perplexities some vulgai^ 
i¥omah. has this inorning occasioned* 
Read that ktter, and I apprehend you will 
join with me in thinking it hears, vai^ypag 
aifew points^ upon the: extraordinary pfft*r 
mise of prodocing an heir to our fa|r>i)yj, 
proceedingtfrom the late Honourable .Fr^ 
derick Grosvcnor. 

Lady Mountcastle read the letter^ an4 

^ppseared, if possible, more irritated ! than 

his Lordship. When she came to the pas'" 

sage: which supposed. a probability that her 

Ladysliip would give (be«woman a meetifig^ 

she threw the paper on the floor, and al- 

mbst screamed . out, ^' Laxly -Moiintcastle 

appoint ;aa interv^iew with Hannah Stok^il 

A woman doubliess.as .vu^ar iu)her man^ 

ners as she is illiterate in .jcomposition ! 

Then the impertinence of supposing th^t 

we shall countenanQe her mis^begotten 

hmt, is a speeiies of piestimptio^ that ii^eiits 

a punishmentvl fear our laws ^are t<)(0 ipild 

toinflicf^ • . ' :. 'o . ..<•. 

Lord Milford not being prepared for im* 

i^ply^ hk Lady^ widi a loak of 
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much archness, took up the letter, 
a^ain offering it to Lady Mountcastle, ob- 
served, " this morsd of eloquence has a 
merit every literary compositioQ does not 
pdBsess; it rises in interest as you proceed. 
Fpr instance, " I beg to be kindly remem- 
bered to Lifdy JHountcastk^ and remain 
your Lordship's sincere friend, Hainhab 

Stokes." . 

.« ** Lady Milford," said his Lordship, 
** why will you repeats such impertiDenoe? 
It cannot but be very offensive to Lady 
MMntcastlCy and to me it is an insult. 
Was the ^dignity of* your own family in- 
volved, it would. teach you to feel for the 
dii^grace olSbrad to ours; but they must 
have minds mpre sensitive Uian your Lady- 
ship's, who sympathize in misfortunes not 
their own.'^ • 

** They must be sensitive even to imbe- 
cility," replied her Ladyshi]>, ** who f5!cl 
any softer sensation than cbtftempt at the 
interpretation you give to this letter, ^t 
T venture tp say^ Hannah Stokes, » as- the 
wifei of a nab6b; fat from me^uiiig to ofib* 
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insult, thinks herself entitled, hy situation, 
to write in these familiar terms ; therefore^ 
if ignorance be the greatest fault you caa 
lay to her charge^ that demands your pity, 
not your anger/' 

After it had been settled by the highly 
offei^ded brother and sister, that no notice 
whatever should be taken of Hannah 
Stokes,, the latter inquired,. *' if Lady 
Milford^ had .hea^rd any tidings of the 
h^gj)wayman, or recovered her stolen pro- 
perty ?" 

■^^ What bighwaymaji? What property?* 
inquired her Lord : \^ Have you been rob- 
bed withouit informing me P'' 

^' Yes. I lost a trifle in that unpleasant 
niianner some Weeks ago;, but, knowing: 
your Lordship's ea^treme sensibility, and 
fully conscious that a circumstance m 
painfully stimulating, if acted upon, might 
cau^e exacerbation, and perhaps bile, to- 
wards iwJiich you" have a predisposition, X 
avoided mentioning the bagatelle, because 
i,t u^auld have given an importance to the 
b^sinesaLrdt by< iio< nieaxiis deserved^ and 



850 FANNY FITZ-YORK, 

eventually have robbed my country of a 
portion of that valuable time so abiy devoted 
to its service.'' 

'* If your Ladyship means this in ridi- 
cule, which the satirical turn pf your eye 
too plainly declares, give me leave to say 
it is both ilUtimed and every way impro- 
per. Wit is a dangerous weapon when 
guided by discretion; but, in tbehantls of 
a female, who has seldom any to bpast, il 
is an instrument aimed atrandom, and 
wounds both friends and foes. But \vhen 
was this robbery cooimitted? Where? By 
whom? And to what extent?*^ » 

" About three weeks agb, — within a mile 
of Grosvenor-hall,— by a single highway- 
man, — wl]o civilly demanded my purse, to 
which I, M civilly, added a ring and 
brooche of no great value."- 

''Ymaddedr / . 

'' Yes. The feltew looked as if he wish- 
ed for thefn ; so; to save him the ttoubte (rf 
asking, and myself the pain his ipiwscBice 
naturally inspii^d, I gave the baubles^ 
which he received with a m>t ungracditi 
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bow, and galloped off, I know you will 
s?iy I did wrong in concealing the transac- 
tion, and that to hang such people is a 
diity due to society ; but, unfortunately, I 
am no friend to hanging ; and, as the law 
would, in all probability, provide no me- 
dium, had I be6n dispossessed of my join- 
ture and pin-money to boot, I would have 
borne the loss in silence, rather than have 
a fellow-creature's life to answer for. But 

com e let us talk of something more 

pleasant Is Moseley in town r" 

" He preceded us about a week, and I 
am sure will take the first oppx)rtunity of 
paying his respects to your Ladyship.'' 

Lady Ann had made it her first care to 
prepare Mr. Strictland for the highway- 
man's appearance, when the following let- 
ter arrived by the post : • 






Reading, Jan. 30th, isls. 
Sir, 

'* When an angel interests herself in the 
cause of suffering humanity, and says^ 
* Sinner turn from the error of thy ways;* 
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he must be more lost in guilt, — more deep- 
ly versed in depravity than I am to with- 
stand her* Such to me was the language 
of a being delegated by heaven to snatch, 
me from perdition. She has snatched me, 
like a brand from the fire, and were I agaia 
to become the votary of vice, the sin of 
ingratitude would be added to my othec 
crimes, and deservedly sink me to the 
lowest pit of infamy. 

^^ In haste to reach the blessed asylum, 
pointed out by my.guardian genius^ I left 
Bath without reflecting on the danger of a 
relapse, and am a second time confined to 
the bed of sickness. This I thought it 
my duty to inform you of, lest you, and 
the good lady whose name I know not, 
should accuse me of neglecting the bless- 
ings within my reach^ and again retura- 
ing to the ways of sin. 

'' But I had^till another motive. I am 
here upon expense, without the honest 
means of discharging it;. I say honejst, for 
the means are amply in my power,, durst I 
make use of them: but I would not touch 
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the contents of the purse still in my posses- 
sion, though \vant stared me in the face; 
and applying one shilling of the money 
would save me from a lingering death. 
What then should I deserve for appropria- 
ting another's property when no such dan- 
ger threatens me?- I rely on the lady's 
promise that you will supply my wants for 
the present; and; in full assurance of youc 
compliance, request a small sum to defray. 
iny< medical and other trifling expenses 
hercj and to further my jountey to town^ 
where I hope to arrive as soon after your 
answer as possible. Oh, sir ! you know 
ncJt-*-may' you never know the tortures 
which fill the guilty mind^ and deprive it 
of rest, even wbeh appearances are most, 
favourable* WfU may the poet say> * Guilt; 
is the fiend — the avenging fiend, that fol-. 
lows us behind with whips and stings.' t, 
** I beg leave to remain, with my humble 
duty txy my benefactress, Sir, your devoted 
and truly penitent. 






>' P,S, I f(fel a dread I kuow uot how ta 
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describe, in asking the fate of the pooir fe* 

male left at No. 10, — street* A 

merciful God I hope has taken care of 
her» for she was almost beyond earthly 
aid.'^ 

This letter filled the minds of Lady Ann 
and her friend with the purest delight. To 
be the >huTnble instrument of snatcbin^ a 
feiloW^ereature Ifrom destruction is one of 
the highest enjoyments our soub, in dm 
fi^blunairy state, are capabte oft yet how 
few^— how very few, build their happiness 
on such; a foundation ! > 

Self-love is the most powerful Was of the 
mind, a|nd doubtless pli^nted there for wise 
and ju&t ends; but, surely, it ought not to 
absorb' every other feeling ! The love of 
our neighbour is strongly recommended in 
the sacred writings, and, if that divine 
precept were generally acted upon, though 
even in a small degree, how many wretched 
creatures, of either sex, might be saved 
from infamy and death; who only want 
the fostering hand of encouragement to 
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draw thetii from vice to virtue, — from a 
life of diepravhy to one -of usefiilness. 

Mrs. Stokes could- see a young man in 
the prime and vigour of life, running the 
down-hill path to destruction, without 
holding forth a hand to his relief; and 
tliere are many Mrs. Stokes's in the world!- 
-—too many, who would rather forward the 
descent of the wicked, than uphold them 
with .the out-stretched arm of encourage*^ 
ment^nd hope. c. : . ^ • . 

My juvenile r^ers will call this " pro- 
sing, andj frbm the. point.'*. . I fear, indeed, 
my language ik -too: weak to reach.. the 
point I aim at; but, by holding up: Lady 
Ann Fitz- York as an object of imitation, I 
can do no harm, and peradventure may, 
convince one thoughtless mind, that what 
she did, or something eqiially conducive 
to. the general good, may be accomplished* 
by every one who feels the same inclina*^ 
tion. 

The Earl of Milford liad scarcely reco« 
vered from the mortification caused by 
Hannah Stokes's letter, than another reacts 



1 
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ed him from Brierly, requesting an inter-1 
view with his Lordship's solicitor, to settle^ 
the claims of his client, Mrs. Stokes, (late 
Hannah Leigli,) the wife of Alexander 
Stokes, Esq. Major of the 4Ut regiment 
of Light Dragoons. 

• Mr* Archer, the gentleman introduced 
in the beginning of this work, now the 
solicitor of Lord Milford, wasimmedialaly 
summoned ; and, after looking over the 
letters, was enabled to throw some light oa 
the business, by recollecting that the names 
of Hannah and Frederick Leigh were 
mentioned in Mr. Grosvenor's last testa- 
ment, the latter as a legatee for one thou- 
sand pounds, the former as his mother. 

Mr. Archer, without hesitation, decided 
upon an interview with Brierly, and ad vised 
Mr. Strictland being made a party. This 
the Earl warmly seconded, and a note was 
despatched, requesting his attendance, the 
following morning, at the solicitor's cham- 
bers, on special business* Punctual to the 
summons, Mr. Strictland, Mrs. Stokes, 
and Brierly, attendec|i The bond was ex* 
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umined ; it bore every mark of authenticity ; 
•^—" and yet," continued the solicitor, **the 
will of the honourable Mr. Grosvenor 
makes no mention of any such deed, bat 
bequeaths one thousand pounds to his na« 
tural son, without any remembrance to the 
mother." At the mention of a will, Mrs;' 
Stokes and her confederate' exchanged 
looks of astonishment; but, nothing dis- 
mayed, Brierly asked, the date of the- will? 
and, to their mutual satisfaction, the thne 
named was one year prior to the date given 
to the bond. , . 

This accident gave them a foretaste of 
success, and raised his natural courage to a 
pitch of exultation. Mrs. Stokes inquired 
when it would be convenient to give her 
possession ? adding, ^^ my dear Frederick 
will be of age next autumn; when, of 
course, he will claim upon the bond .of his 
father, besides the thousand pounds left 
by will; and do credit to at^y other-provi- 
sion his relatives may think necessary., to 
make upon him." 
'' Other provision !" repeated Mr^ Ar^h^n 



3^8 FANNY ftT«-YOR*. 

"Sorely the bond alone, if it be proved 
legal, provides more amply f6r him than a 
natural child or his parent have any right 
to expect; hut that must be proved befi»e 
either of the claims are allowed. You say 
that it was executed in Yorkshire, and that 
tiie attorney and witnesses are still living?" 
. ♦* When I left Beverley they were alivc^ 
and likely to remain so*"" 

** Where is your son at present?" 
■^^* Making the tour of France and Italy; 
and his tutor writes me word, highly ad* 
mired in both countries/' 

"Are you sure your son is on the' con* 
linent?'' asked Mn Striciland, fixing his 
eyes upon her's. 

**-Sir r much confused. 
^ Hie question is a plain one.^ 
" Sure! Certainly. I had a letter from 
him hist week) dated Lyons»" 
** I^am wtisfied.** 

"Mr- BriWly/' siiid the solicitor^ «'ybtt 
will provide* ifie a copy of the bond, and ib' 
ten days or a fortnight we will talk fnrtHer 
upon' ^ 'bi}S!1&ess/^ 
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** Knowing you would naturally expect 
ie,** replied Brierly, •* 1 come prepared with 
a copy, and hope there will be no subler«> 
fiige or procrastination, but that the aflfair 
may be brought to a speedy issue.'^ 

f ? Mr. Brierly, my client^ the Earl of Mil* 
ford, is not accustomed to use «tiA/eiytt^^) " 
nor I procrasiination. You may depend 
upon honour on our side, and, for your 
Own sakes, I hope there will be: found 
honesty on yours.*' 

** Have you any doubts?'* 
'^ At present none. But we must go 
over sure ground, and not throw away 
-^fteen thousand pounds upon moon^^shine.'^ 
The party now separated; and Mrs. 
Stokes was so elated with the probable sue* 
cess of her nefarious scheme, that she pre<^ 
sented Miss Gaskell with th^ brooch^ and 
Miss Grace with the ring, found in the 
Goroneted morocco purse. The fiv^ hun- 
dred pound note was change^ on their 
first coming to towui and the better half 
,ot it abeady in circulation. The girls weie , 
of course, dd^hted. with thehr omani^ntSi 
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which for singularity and beauty Were 
a1nK)St unequalled^ Their aunt had sucb a 
«uper*abundance of trinkets adapted to t\}€ 
same use, that she never thought it neces- 
sary to wear these, even if a dread of their 
being owned had not deterred Tier; that 
was of itself ca\ise sufficient for secreting 
them, until the facility with which she 
passed the note, and the natural fearless- 
ness- which time never fails to produce, led 
her to suppose, that as no inquiry appeared 
to have been made, no recagnition would 
follow ; particularly as her society, — to her 
great mortification, ^ — was far, very far re- 
moved from the original owner of the purse 
aUhd its contents. 

• During the time allotted by Mr. Archer 
for investigation, Mrs. Stokes thought 
Brierly could not be more usefully em- 
ployed than in endeavouring to trace her 
son, for whose safety she had hitherto been 
ittdifFerent, tiecause. self-interest held forth 
no temptation to the contrary. Now be 
rWas become ran:: object ^ of consideration, 
ibi:, ifi iirto^ '5he had' no doubt of mould- 
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ing him to her purpose, and, if dead, 
Brierly had promised to provide a substi- 
tute ; perhaps better calculated to forward 
their mercenary plans than the identical 
Frederick, 
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CHAP. XL 

FOUR IN HAND,—- A RENCONTRE, — THE 
OPERA, AND MORE MISTAKES FROM 

THE SAME CAUSE. 

» 

Lady Ann shared Mr. Strictland's asto- 
nishmeiit, at finding Mrs. Stokes and Han- 
nah Leigh the same person ; but they were 
far from giving implicit credit to the va- 
lidity of the document by which she claimed 
so considerable a sum for herself and sod. 
They were, beyond a doubt, certified of 
the fallacy of one part of her story, there- 
fore they had reason to supposethe other 
a forgery ; particularly as Mr. Strictland 
had inquired the character of Briefly, and 
found it every thing that was infamous. 

Lady Ann no sooner understood, from the 
public prints, that the family were arrived 



»&(*, WiGpfteistiipiig to 906 l^dy Milfourl, and, 

ff possibl^j ber i^iec^ M^rifu Bift epe the 

i^|brjt»t|osi Iwl trsiydled balf way tbrougb 

t^ eiiy, th^ tWQ ladies were anpounf^ed, 

and receive with WQfy m^tk of satisibfC^ 

^i^ji 9Aid pleji^iife. Oft rM^irujg for George, 

X/a<Jy MUfctrd m^^^ ^^ h^ luiopoi^ aecom* 

f^uying^ u£^ and I am suce wishes me at 

il<Hi)e for .disaf pointiflg faim ; iMit I bad a 

^0]3itnissio^ nrluchAould aot bedel^yed,*^ 

Bobpxly could execuite k »o w«il,^*^aiid, hi 

retui'D, 1 am charged mhh fluty, lave, a&d 

€ompli<nent8 to all this €irGle. Mt. Strict- 

land, I hope your house js commodious, 

for I foresee the abtractioQ.iOf my si&ter aud- 

tbeoe young ladies will draw all the town 

^^tof Tempk'bar. When you send out 

oards, woe to the Peeress who issues them 

oa tbe same night, for she will fkid her 

TOOQfs as deserted as those of a discarded 

&voupi|:e, or St. Jame/s 'liiqii^Fe in the dog 

days." 

'f Mr. Strwtifind^'^ vepHed Fanny, ^* has 
itoO' nmcb r^ard fw 'the ladies lo give 

r2 
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ft 

them a moment's unnecessary pam ; theit^' 
fore, to avoid the dreadful effects your 
Ladyship threatens, I would recomiYiend 
a total rejection of routs, or at least a pro- 
traction, till we can fix upon a day un- 
claimed by any other individual." 

"iDoomsday, my dear girl," said Mr. 
Strictland, " may come, but that day never 
wilK What ! A day undevoted to cards, 
concerts, and visiting, in this industrious 
metropolis ! How would time, that uni- 
versal enemy, he killed without the aid of 
such rfl/ic?«fl/' pursuits? Or an income of 
fifty thousand a-year be, in any other way, 
so worthily disposed of? Spme unaccount- 
able queer people would talk of relieving 
the poor, and^ seeking out the distressed; 
but, as both these Quixotic undertakings 
are attended with trouble^ and liable to 
impositions the we§lthy very wisely decline 
them, and run a course where nothing but 
health, and property, aiid future peace of 
mind are sacrificed." 

^ :The dialogue, whiph promised to* be 
amusing^ was interrupted by the entrance 
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of Sir Herbert Huntley. Lady Milford 
and the Baronet were old friends^ and 
though her Ladyship had no opinion of 
his stability, he was almost proverbial for 
pleasantry and good humour, therefore 
generally sought after and approved. 
. The meeting on both sides was cordial ; 
and when Sir .Herbert reminded Lady Ann 
that his carriage waited, . by her own ap- 
pointment, Lady Milford had no hesitation 
in joining the party, provided their drive 
%)»ras not extended beyond Kensington. 
^ Mr. Strictland would h^ve excused him* 
self, on the principle . af crowding, but 
Lady Ann would go on no other terms; 
§0 he and the five ladies ascended the ba- 
rouch, and never did Sir Herbert drive his 
four bloods with so much pride or 'plea- 
sure. ' " ^ • ' ' ' 

The day was fine, — the Park crowded^— 
4nd the sceiie altogether so animated and 
cheerful, that Fanny and Rosette pro-*' 
nounced it charming. Lady Maria, to 
whom. the sight was familiar, was happy to 
witness the enjoyment of her young associ* 
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ites^ ind took mncb pleasure m pointing 
but the difibretit carriages^ and, a$ fat^i 
ber knowledge ejcteiidedy naming fJl^ 
ownisrs. Th^y bad tonade nearly the citcAit 
of Hyde-park, wh^ LohJ and Lad^ 
Mounteostle passed thetn, but toti qlilcll 
for iiny notice except i fbrmal bow^ *vi* 
dently designed for Lady Milfdtd^. 

• Maria gauve bir Lad^shi^ ft li^k ltfdl««H 
tire of jfifcaiv* bt the ^bMeqHiC^cd &f 6^1^ 
aeeh with Lady Ann ^tlll bft' d«i!igl^f, 
which htr annt f^drftctfy imA&smod ; bM^ 
ftr ftdm ^noouragihg it, (f^^ctoJdMd^, ^^ Why 
tliie alarnij my iott^ ? Yemt patttAtfr, whai^ 
ewr tbey miypmteml, ea^ttouiiti&miyit^M 
that you shovild have no intef doUiti« irltb 
ivkrives so estimable as Lady Ann'lkiid 
Mi^ Fitz-York/ 

** What does youY Ladyship mean ?" ift* 
terrtipted Lady Arm. 

* *' That we this nMilicnt paswd Lord and. 
l/kAy Mountcaittei and poor Maria lool^ 
quite teii-ified* I wish nty noble L«ird 
W4uld apprar, ao fat from steing fear ^f 
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things lib shiHild be ^lide^t the aotke 
ef (El Jiiitw w $vip^tfm to the rest o£ her' 

^' Your partiality does me botb hoootir 

and ^leadure/' re{>lird Lady Aii% ^Vand 

yt>u have aD midoubted right tdt seek y(Mt 

ewH sotJety ; not so M^a^ Obedience' to 

J^areirts ought to b^ a ^^k>y acttiv^e prrncipk, 

ixyd tihmig^ i^t ms^ Fob me and Foamy of 

noaliy plfeaaaa* hourciy. I ms»t leedMbmcfid 

it^ Is the basii ok whidei to biuld her owta 

tfrttexBu Lad^ Mootitdat^kft ^ritjudiieby I 

tekt, has tldcen too deep^ soot to be eatiljf! 

effidicated ; but^ as I never desej^ved htt 

hiaktted,. or excited it by tiiy qwr comlacti. 

I cAtii bear it without seifHreproacbi and 

only regret ita existence ft>r the sake of het 

children" 

Mafia's ejres filled with tears at thr com* 
mencenoiniit of her aunt's address,, and o^i* 
flowed ere its conclusion. In vain ¥anaj 
and Rosette tried to comfort her, and, by 
^^7 of g^^iig ^ new turn to her thoughts^ 
pointed to the pa^hig carriages^ and inw 
(|uiredi ti> whom, they belonged: her bap^* 
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piness had received a check, ancL though 
she smiled at their good-humoured endear 
voursy it was the smile of approbation, not 
cheerfulness. On her account, Lady Ana 
requested Sir Herbert to leave the ^Park, 
but Lady Milford peremptorily forbad it. 
** What,^ continued she, " are we to gra- 
tify pride and spleen by running away ? 
Porbid it common sense and propneCy ! 
I am able* to bear all the blame attached to 
this meeting, and will not shun it. Nor 
could I if I would ; ,for here the dreaded 
pair come > again." Mr. Strictland^ the 
Countess, and Lady Ann, occupied the 
seat in front, > of course first caught their 
attention; but the passing bow was now 
spared; and, having taken cognizance of 
the elders, they turned to the youthful 
trio, and, with a scornful look from the 
Lady, and one of curiosity from her Lord, 
passed on. 

Sir Herbert now left the Park, and a 
walk through Kensington ^Qardens, ren* 
dered pleasant by the Baronet's sprightli- 
juissy calmed the agitation too visible fa 
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the majority of the party. Coming through 
the Park home, an equestrian attracted Sit 
Herbert's notice, and, turning his head, he 
exclaimed " Yonder's Moseley ! by Ju- 
piter/' . 

^^ He bears a strong resemblance, in-« 
deed," said Mr. Strictland. " But is it the 
Lord or the Commoner ? For we are- so 
confounded between the two, that I de- 
clare I cannot decide." 

** 'Tis my brother," said Maria. 
" No !" rejoined Lady Milford, " I sent 
my nephew quite a different route." 

*' Tis our Devonshire friend," observed 
Sir Herbert. ** I'll give him the meeting.'' 

• ** Not at present, my dear Sir," replied 
Lady Milford. " My time is expired, so 
driji^e to the gate, M'here my carriage waits> 

and Maria and I will bid you good morn-* • 

• j> 

IDg. 

Lady Milford drove to Berkeley-square^ 
. and quitted her carriage in pity to Maria, 
who feared to encounter her mother, un 
protected by. the presence of her intrepid 
aunt. They found Lord and Lady Mouat- 

r3 
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ctistle tbtG^'-tHi in the latter'« dressings 
raOm^ and seemtngly in high debate ; fblr 
dae lady's ^Face was flushed with afigi?l> 
and high iouilding \vt)fd» reached tfacfn ^le 
they entered. Without noticing Lisdy 
Miiford's good'-huRvotiitd salutation, the 
enraged fair one addrest^ h^r irith lookb 
of high dtsdaita. . 

** Pray, Lady Milfbrdj whto were tbc 
strange party with whom We found joa 
associated tbi* moraihg? In Vain I Icioked 
for a couftiteiiatyce kndvrn at St. Ja,Mes's; 
they are, I am convinced, a race of beifl^ 
unheard of in the fashionabit worlds con- 
sequently, oQworthy the countenan^ cf 
yottr Ladyship, and by no means proper 
acqaaintance for Lady Maria Momt'* 
castle." 

" My dear sistfcr^ if I alldw your pr^mi^ 
'ses, I do not agree in your concluiiotif^ 
said Lady Milford. '' Lady Anb and Miss 
fit z*York,-^ than whocn a more charming 
young woman docs not exist^-^are now in 
town, for the first time since the daugb- 
i^ci'a i&^ncy ; add it will be tbeir ^wc 



f^olty if they do Hot add more gracd t(Mhe 
Regent'i <:Durt than ever shone at that of 
fai« fother. I fed b^b honour aod fAe^* 
sMre in the acquaintance t and^ where the 
Countess of MUford Visits, there can be no 
ii»j>ropricty m the af)pearatt<:c of Lady 
Maria Motintcajtle."^ 

" Y'est if her parents forbid it,'' said 
the highly indignant Peeress. '* But per- 
haps yauF system sets that kind of authority 
at defiance; and preaching up indepea^ 
dence, you include disobedience ! Pray is 
Moseley a party in this fkmily treaty ? or- 
is he yet to be introduced ? If the latter, 
I insist, for cogent reasons, that he remain 
a stranger; for never shall Fanny Fitz- 
York's poverty be grafted upon the dignity 
of our house.*' 

"I think yotir sister's <wii digntty may 
be trusted on-this occasion," replied Lady 
Milford. *^ For never, I am certain, will 
she suffer her daughter to enter anyfanrily 
unsolicited.'* 

Lord Mountcastle^ vrho seldom inter* 
fS&itd or contradicted hfe imperious Lady, 
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now derived courage from numbers, and 
timidly said, *' I was endeavouriug to con* 
vince Lady Mountdastle, before your ar- 
rival, that ijo danger could befall Moseley, 
upon this ground ; that Fanny Fitz-York, 
though pretty, — if that was she on Maria's 
right hand, — must, from circumstances, be 
vulgar and uninformed, and that nothing' in 
that shape was likely to attract our son. 
I think, also, that Lady A'nn ought to re- 
ceiye some degree of countenance ; that is, 
!|Liady Mountcastle might see her when 
alpne^ or with a family party, without 
cojnniitting herself ,by^ a public introduc- 
tion." 

. " You seem not to be aware, good folks," 
replied Lady Milford, ** that Lady Ann 
Fitz-York, when properly roused^ has all 
the pride of all the family put together. 
She. condescend to visit her sister in a clan- 
destine manner I So far from that, I am 
not certain, whether it would not require 
more influence than your united families 
P96$ess, to prevail upon her to visit you at 
all. She i$; reduced, and has, in conse- 
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quejice, been neglected, without any, even 

pretendedy fault of her own ; her resentment 

is thctrefore strengthened by contempt; a 

feeling / would not excite/ in such a mind 

as Lady Ann Fitz-York's, for double your 

valued possessions. But, as such opposite 

opinions can never come to a point, I beg 

leave to end the debate, entreating that 

Maria may not experience your displeasure, 

for, if there be any fault in a morning drive 

with relations, 'lis all my own." 

Lady Ann, during the intense weather, 
preferred sitting at home, surrounded by 
every comfort, sometimes t6te-k-tfete with 
her old friend, sometimes enhvened by 
morning calls from pers6ns she esteemed, 
for her society was rather select tha» nu- 
merous, to braving the keen frost or chiU 
ling damps of a London atmosphere, in 
the depths of winter. But the young peo- 
pie, accustomed to exercise, never suffered 
the cold to interfere between them and a 
walk or a ride, in their choice of which 
they were governed by the weather ; and 
willing to be acquaintcdlwith the geography 
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of London and its envimns, tbtir esicut^ 
siofis rarrei) almost daily. Oi^ one nf those 
day^ when a carriage wa» boih pteiaMiH 
Miod necessary, they bent their coiifse to* 
wards Maidenhead^ and weie deeply eft- 
gtig<ed in conversatioti, when a faeick chaitc 
and four rapidly passed tbeni, and both at 
UiCe exclaimed, '* What a tikenesa of 
Julia!" *'Bur," continued Faaoj^ '*iio 
resemblance will ever again astonish meP 
" You refer to your cousin, the ix)rd^4uid 
yiMr admirer, the commoner." 

'^ I was thinking of those two geatienten, 
certainly, but without setting either of 
tliem down as my admirer, in the sense yoa 
itean. Love and admiration are by no 
meai^ synoaymooa, at least I judg^ so 
from my own experience; for I admire 
both Lord Moseley and Mr. Mosetey^ nay, 
ia a certain degree, Sir Herbert Hwitley, 
yet I should be sonry to be in love with 
either of the three." 
** And why sorry?" 

'^ BecaAnse with the former I daM ttot be 
in Iove^--witll Mr. Moaeley I canoot^^-HUirf 



\frith Sir ^cibert I will in)t,— fdr b* has 
tkO titSLtt to bestow in return," 

^* Do you thittk Sii' Herbert tf unttey de- 
tioid of heart ?" 

" By no meats. Although he has lost 
his own, he ha3 received a very valuabte 
6tie Jn exchange, -^^so valuable, that many 
^([!ftild dispute the jyo'ssession, U^re they M 
1*^11 assured of its worth as I am.*' 

iRosette, to conceal the pleasure and Cdfr* 
ftvsron thi* declaratioii caused, ordered the 
p'OttiHitttt to turn about ; wlYen a genttetnati 
on horseback galloped up, and, taking off 
his hat, they discovered the black bfutttS 
tf L6rd Moscley. Disttiounttng, he gave 
hi* horse to the groom, and, opening the 
Ijarriage door, requested permission to en- 
ter, having previousfy obtained Lady Ann's 
consent. The young ladies made ti!>on\^ 
and taking a hand of each, he welcomed 
. them niost cordiaMy *o towii, and congra'^ 
tulated himself on the happiness of his 
situation^ " than wMch, ^' he contincred, 
** the Bfegetft has tUt out in his gift I 
WouM Jjteftr." - 
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" Really, my. Lord, " repined Rosette, 
** this is raising tlie value of our society 
beyond- all bounds of probability, when 
we consider that Miss Fitz-York, though 
closely connected,, is nearly a stranger, 
myself unknown^ except by name/' 

** Stranger! — Unknown I" rejoined Lojxi 
Mdseley, somewhat embarrassed by Ro- 
sette's observation; but, quickly recQveriog^ 
himself, he continued, ^'you have no faith, 
my dear Miss Cavendish, in th^ irresistible 
powers of attraction, or you would know 
that some minds feel a propensity to unite 
upon the first approach; mine possesses 
that propelling quality, and, unless repulsed 
by coldness, would meet yours in, amity* 
Say, therefore^ it is at your own option, — 
whether we fancy ourselves strangers ©r 
friends of a long standing*" 

" Your Lordship's proposal does me 
honour, and I confers n^yself so far a coo 
v^rt to your doctrine, that it is with ex- 
treme difficulty I can persu^e^my^self this 
is our second interview. Your I^prdsbip's 
unaccountable resemblance to a gentleman 
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we met in Dorsetshire last summer, ami 
whose accbmplishments, personal and men- 
tal, left an impression upon our whole 
party, has caused a delusion favourable to 
your wishes, and perfectly in unison with 
friendship of a long standing. But ho^v 
did your Lordship discover our route?" 

** Not supposing you would be so early 
abroad, I rode into the city to offer my 
attendance in your morning ride or pro- 
roenadts; but, finding the birds flown in a^ 
given direction, I obtained leavci to t^kci 
wing also, atid here you have me cage4> 
to detain or turn me out at pleasure." 

" Nay, since you are once caught,'* re- 
plied Fanny, " we shall not quietly restore 
you to freedom, unless you promise to 
make a better use of it, by giving us more 
of your company. How many days have 
you'been in town? and this is the first call 
Ave have been honoured with." 

" If power, my sweet cousin, seconded 
inclination, heaven knows I would never 
lose sight of you. But you know not,— ^ 
may you never know, the embarrassment 
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«t ftiy sittfdSioti ! I have 'm^dlved myseW 
i« a peifplexity, whidi apjpcars fo have 60 
etd in view that can recompeme mfe for 
Ihe deprivation it has already aiid vrill 
contimie to cause me ; bat, were that re- 
ntdved, I know not that irty case would be 
at all titote ea viable ; since pride and in^ 
ft^xibiiiiy, perhaps itidiifcreace^ oppose 
\mt\tn 80 my irisbc*, and keep fne^wai^f 
whilst dth^tfe tmn foftanate, and pt«ib*li^ 
morb accep»tote, tmy be gainiflg intMat 
in ^ btfait I wotiki; nacrMce et»y advttii>» 
Uge of Mnk a^d fi^rtnite to obtai<ft;^ 

" Rosette, do you uhdemtaind the ben* 
of hfs Lofd^iip's diBCoUtse T' asked f anfty- 
^ To tt)e 'tis perfectly utiintelUgtWl^. My 
eomplfeiint^ of yom- neglect, cousin, \vcre 
Hhddie #ith good hurtiour, and I expected 
thfem attsvrered in the same mantier. In- 
stciid of whitjhj you talk of embarrass* 
ments and perptexifres, of which I knmr 
not the nature, artd of sacrificing rank and 
fortune to obtain my ^ood opinion. This 
you already possess as far as our sl^ort ac- 
quaintance *rarrtints, nay, probably more 



than ia sfecotid ifitefv»te\* c4A jiwtify ; bat 
you ftliiSt hot tfe€refor^' l)«e Vdh ; foi<, slA 
Mi^s Cavendish jiiStly observes, yt>a wa 
indebted for our favourite opinion to si 
similaHty o^ f>)evarofl and marnhers so dec^p* 
tive, tliat 6iir Vefy sed&es ate imf>dsdd 
upon." 

*' Aye, thttite's the nw^rtJficiitidtt ! Thef6*4 
ifae r<>6k ii^y^6lf-it)i««{rtitt i^A ! I w^^nM 
be ift^eMt^d for ^mt fa^out tb my &^^ 
tntnti if I ^og»^%s ^tty^ d^d tt§t to fhfi 
efaaivce meiHey ttstniiriafi^ igVin of ydtft 
aecbmp^ished i^Yltut-if^/ Bui ttli«$re is tMi 
eliviaible bmug' tb be met tti^hf 1 i»hooM 
Kk^ to jcidge ttty«*lf bf ^r C3ttraordinary 
likeness." 

" Mr. Mdseley, I siiould 8up|««e," wpll* 
ed Fanny, " w^uM be met with at all the 
fitabionable assfiimblies; What is i^athev 
unaccountabte ve never see liim except by 
a€ciden)^ for tie carefully conccate his tt^U 
denGe^ and never, by any chance, mentions 
bis connexions « His portrait, than vv^cb 
nothing can be a ^stronger likeness^ wai At 
Mr. West'^ tbd first time ^i^ cilkd^ but i» 
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since removed ; otherwise, you might have 
seen the fac-simile of yourself, alloM'iog 
for the different colour of Mr. Moseley's 
hair/' 

Lord Moseley sat down with the family 
in Lombard-street to a plentiful but not 
ostentatious dinner, and afterwards accom- 
panied them to the Opera. This species of 
nmusement. being quite iie\^ to Fanny and 
Rosette, they anticipated, a treat of the 
most delectable kind ; for, being convef'* 
sant with the language they were conape-^ 
tent to judge, of its beauties; but, like 
most other anticipations, it fajledin effect 
The house they allowed to be superb^' — the 
band in the first stile of excellence, — the 
singers possessing vbice and science pier- 
haps unrivalled, — and the dancers exceed- 
ing any thing they could have conceived, 
in agility and execution, — but &till they 
were disappointed: — the entertainments 
surprised without pleasing,-— they played 
upon the fancy without interesting the 
feelings or reaching the heart, — and to a 
question of Lord Moseley 's, Fanay replied; 



*^ After bearing the Italian Opera so 
highly panegyrized, and, seeing it so bril- 
liantly attended, I am almost afraid to own 
dissatisfaction, and to confess myself 
gothic enough to prefer an English Opera' 
aiid English performers. For, though my 
ear is fascinated, and my sight gratified 
for tl)€ nioment, it leaves no impression on 
the mind ; and, if I may judge of dthei* 
people's feelings by my own, I should say 
fashion fills the Opera-house, and that, were 
inclination alone consulted, this crowded 
pit would be an empty void. This you 
will, perhaps, call national prejudice; it 
may be so, I do hot pretend to account 
for it on any other principle. Doubtless, 
were I a native of Italy, I should look up- 
on English plays and operas with as unfa- 
vourable an eye as at present I do theirs ; 
all I blame my countrymen and women 
for is, patronizing whj^t few understand, 
and a still less nulnber approve, to the pre- 
judice of native genius and talent, and 
squandering such immense sums upon 



Xtraf^^^ to t^^ uttfr ^iscQ^tagf^i^t of 
l^qt^l fac^ltie» i^ quf owii i|4an4e^<p»^ 

Wkf^n tbc act WW fiBi|h«4 1^t4 Mose- 
jpjr 0^terl;aine4 his young friends by pokNr 
Mig ^ut diftWeivt .€t>ft!:^c|f r.Q pf eeldbiilj 
ix^ th^ fasbioijablci 9tRd f^liitical world. 
A.I»ioPg«t the fornaer, fee ^riew thf ir atteo^ 
tipQ to this w^alUiy Mi^s T-*^-^— y L wn i ^ 
whQ preferring Ij^ViC .an^ it. ^ornmoaer to 
mnbition apd a R^^^^rr-r^l D-m^r^e, bad aet 
iicir se3^ an e*;*?^ple wp^rthy of igi^j^taiion." 

" 4j^4 bft§ yjWAF Lordship,'' a^ked Lady 
4Rn* " so pjp^^^ ap opUiQn of the sck as to 
Supppss thjs ^ rar^ in^t»»cpi)f llMiniliV? 
JFpr ipy Qwn p^rt^ I p^^uot see the cxpes- 
siv,e weptt of svich ^ ri?g»s#l ; the wonder 
to mp vvoiild havfp ^^em tfifti aay female in 
her jsitu^tlpo ccmld baye ^ted otherwise. 
Yputb, bpqlth, splpadpur, and itiie man of 
Ij^r choiqe, \vhi?B cp»jtra^ted with the ctxor 
j^ar^tiye .^e, /dissipation^ defot, ai^dindife 
jferen^ft-n-aft4 tfl.^d ti^ greatest objcctLoa 
pf all, tji^. fiijlaer flf tm QhiWnen, and the 



s. 

duetto ikim and his, has been truly dmhr 
ble and exemplary. I say, whea the tW0 
isharaet^ps are coii^ideFetJ^ the ff iDajl^ qiust 
floot only want delicacy., but be (absolute^ 
4epravtA, to barter the affections of ber 
liaant &fftn for the bigh soiimdiog titk of .» 
ji«-^r Diiuahfiss. -' 

During Lady Ann's speech, Fanny per- 

42eiv6d the countenance of her youipg go^ 

^Rerneas nnore than usually ajDimated* V\Wir 

sure glowed wpon her cheek ^aod spgirklftd 

m her ey^e. This she at first attributed ^P 

attacit app^rovai of her mother'3 sentiments ; 

but, folloaring hedf glanjce, she perceived Sir 

Herbert Huntley, apparently aniasiaus tp 

&sA. his party; £Dr, he examined eve^^ 

bench with sdeming earne&tn^s and soJicir 

ti^e.. At this moment^ his ey^e caught the 

two friends, a bow x>f satodfactii^n pco* 

claimed his search ^ta» fnd* and, bu^tjJDtg 

thcougJn thfi jQT:0W:!d» he i&ata^tly joi^ied 

ihem. With mor« t^n jusnal volidbiUty, 

Jbe described ha$ ^sp^lion tp Lonskbftfld- 

street,-^ his e&ceaaiKe disa|)poiotfneiit at 

finding the faouas vaeatcd^-^'aiui his ab\)0- 
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dant pleasure that chance had led him to 
the Hay-market. 

Lord Moseley felt a sensation bordering 
on envy at the evident satisfaction with 
which the Baronet was received ; foVf 
having before possessed Fanny's exclusive 
attention, he could not without a pang* see 
•it in danger of being divided, if not totally- 
withdrawn. Besides, he fancied t&ere was 
an air of exulting security, — a forwardness 
nearly amounting to presumption in Sir 
Herbert's manner ; which, had Fanny cor- 
rected by a little reserve, would, he 
thought, have been more becoming her 
sex and situation ; for, that she was the 
primary object of Sir Herbert's attention, 
he never gave his mind leave to doubt, as 
any comparison between her and Miss Ca- . 
vendish would have left the latter too far 
hehind for competition." 

So thought Lord Moseley, and upon this 
supposition he was going to act, when Sir 
Herbert withdrawing his ardent gaze from 
the lovely objects before him, turned full 
upon his Lordship, exclaiming, with sur«> 
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prise and vivacity, *' Why, .Moseley, my 
.fine fellow ! where have you hid yoursetf 
-since we parted in Devonshire ? I began 
to think your very existence the work of 
imagination; for all my inquiries, and I 
assure you they have been various, ended 
in disappointment. Nobody knew the 
Mr, Moseley I described, except Donald* 
son of Brighton, and he was not quite sure 
of the name/' 

Fanny and Rosette with difficulty con- 
#tied their features to a smile at this fresh 
proof of resemblance, whilst Lord Mos6- 
ley looked alternately from one to the 
other, and then at the Baronet, as much 
as to say, ^^ can this be real? Is it possible 
they should all be deceived }"" At length, 
"Resuming the coldness which forbade all 
..approach to intimacy, he replied, " you 
labour under an error, sir, respecting my 
name, which will, perhaps, be best explain- 
ed by Lady Ann Fitz-York, whose nepbetUr 
I have the honour to proclaim myself, and^ 
for this night, at least, the attendant and 
protector of these young ladies/* 

VOL. I, s 
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Sir. Herbert, not at all ttitiinidated b/ 
the loftibess of Lord .Moseley's maimer, 
repli^d^ ? ch£ lumdiir yoix hoAsty suffia- 
entfy aniKninces your nasne, my Lord ; aod 
I acknowledge my error in nnUakiag^ yoiir 
Lordship for my ;good bumoured, pleaaaot, 
agreeable friend, Moseiley. Haw do yon 
Kke tiie Opera, ladies i Has it exceeded ^ 
fallen sbart of your expectations ?'' 

Its recommencement prevented a Kply, 
not only from themselvw, but Lord Mose- 
iley, ii4iose looks plainly debbted, tfaat^ 
-BafK^neit's speech had been fblly imder- 
sttood and demanded au a;nfiwer« 

This the performance would by no 
Means haive retarded bad Sir Herbert kept 
bis station. But Rosette, upon a motion 
ifom 'Lady Ann, made room between 
them, and he took possession of a seat 
llirliicfa placed him beside his fair itiistress, 
and iietnoved him from 4;he faei^ig whom, as 
Lady Ann Fit z- York's nefthew, he could have 
^respected, but whosp frigid ahd repulsive 
manners, so they appeared to him, baned 
the door dgakist esteem and confidence. 
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The remainder of the evening Sir Her- 
bert confined his attentions solely to her 
Ladyship and Miss Cavendish. In the 
mean time, whether Fanny betrayed her 
friend's secret, or what other means of 
conciliation she ysed, -iiHidtters not,— the 
result was favourable ; for Lord Moseley, 
^fter hapdjjag, xk^ c;i^y pa;ty to .their car- 
riage, offered bi3 ^o the J^a^ronef with his 
usual good-humoured freedom ; and, apolo- 
gizing for his petulance^ hoped thp pr^^ent 
eveiiivg would ftot ftej^piffl^c %ir ^cqu^Rjir 
an^e. 
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CHAP. xir. 

A kEETINO IN BOW-STREET AND AN 
INTERESTING HIGHWArJIfAAr. 

Mr. STRiCTtAND had frequenlly dwelt 
on the beauty atid fragrance of Covent- 
garden-market on a fine spring morning. 
The following proved highly favourable; 
and, after purchasing a variety of plants, 
the young ladies expressed a wish to see 
what progress had been made in rebuilding 
Drury-lane* theatre. They had walked 
round the premises^ and were nearly op" 
posite Bow - street - office, when a coach 
stopped at the door, from which descend* 
ed three well-dressed women, followed by 
Adkinsv Fanny and Rosette were too 
much occupied by the rising edifice to pay 
attention to any other object; but. Mr. 



J 
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Strictland, seeing the females so escorted, 
felt a further curiosity to know what could 
bring people of their appearance to a court 
of justice; and, hurrying his companions 
to their carriage, he made his way through 
the crowd, and arrived in time to hear a 
i^trapger accuse them of having in their 
possession certain valuables belonging to 
the Right Honourable the Countess of 
Milford, . 

The most matronly of the ladies scarcely 
waited to l^ear the charge to a conclusioa 
ere she loudly vociferated their innocence;, 
^qd threatened the magistrate with the. 
ViST^gieance of her husb^and, if he did not 
instantly release t^em. To this denuncia- 
tion ^er companipns added threats for false 
in^pri^pnment, with the information that 
tfijBiir^ father was a..Jii9tice of peace, and 
yfw}d inaHeihis brother justice sevcireljr re-, 
^eot ?uqb beh^yioux to people of their 
qons^ft^epQe. . . / .^ 

^..Tl^e ^Sitting magistrate listened ,tp the 
^h/till;tpq^d, virago-like ^exp^essio;if ,o^ tbp, 
fpjpal? ,triun>viratp. yj J^^^n^ore.pa^i^pcc, thau 
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perhaps^ he ever shewed on a Irke oce JisiMi ; 
fcul, without answering then>, he aiked the 
pliintifF what ^robf he brodght of thti6 
tinkles having actually robbed the Coun-^ 
ttsi of MiMbrd, atrtd 6f what the robbejjr 
Consisted ? 

The dcffettdants had few pretensions Uf 
patietiee or even cdriimori forbeataticc. 
The bare tneiition of a r<rbbery, imp]itntfh& 
themselves, roused every irritable -feetitigf,- 
and tliey wfere w'hfr otie tdMtd btoginFiiIng 
i seritrtid "iiarahgue, -^ \*herb fiirieateiite'g 
im see'fned ib iiki tlie lead bfjusrtJfieatiott, 
ikii^lfen his wbrshib, with titlditial ^tcWl- 
liess, cdirirhaiided ^MHce- tiitU tltt pfeli-t 
tiff ha(d inade gobd hts eBafge. 

" M^ tiatnfe, pledge yotif worship,'' hegih 
^t cbmplainatif, *Ms fiehjamitt Dfigfit; 
iHfn a jeweller, 'in Bbnd-streetV^rid h&ve 
setV^Lady-Milfrtrd fer i^^ te* yeSH. 
Ye^'tferday tfcosei tlire* tidies fcatte' \o htjl 
shop, when a ring and brooch trp6ii £Hd 
fteUdh^s df the t\V(J yoiiiger sti-iick iifie as 
sti^^eiicfly r^semWiiig a rtn^ dfid hro6t\i 
I illidfe fbi Hef Lirf^hip tWd fedri «g«. 
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thlit I could with diffifcultjT be dewivcd^ 

the latter being worked exprpssiy from a 

pattern of her Ladyship's own iiiyeBtiony 

and the former an uaiqtie botU for rich-ness 

and antiquity. During my observation^ 

the elder lady had fixed upon a pak off 

bracelets, and, producing her purs6 to sa- 

fekfy my demand^ I recognizeci a red n)o- 

jfiiccD cme, scild. (o Lady Milfojrd'last win**' 

ter, on the ^Id clasp of wbteb wat 

a^aved tlie letter M beiieafh an earl^ 

e^ifoneU Stooping down, andcjr prreteiiGQ 

Offf dHtilitning %hi iirouey^ I petcetred the 

Uedttcal Ielt€f and coronet^ wbkfa po«i^ 

tiYely confirmed^ wliat scarcely requireel 

confirmation, ibr I could have s9foi^h t0 

the articles witbcmt this fiirtfaei^ corrobpis^ 

iixm. When the ladies quitted my sbojl^, 

I ordefed a boy to jump behind- the coa^i 

and not lose sight of theih fill tlitjr \fef^ 

Hfefy' lodged at ibeii oUrn house^ ^nd 

afterwards to pfQcute their names from thb 

servants. This be punctually perfojined i 

tman^me^ I waitied upon Lady Milfofd^ iii 

PiobadiUy^ ^ nd l<ftent^ without nurpH^e, 
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that her Ladyship had been robbed of the 
articles in questian, but not by the pri- ] 
soners at the bar. A single highwayman 
committed the theft, with whom these de- 
fendants are probably in league, and by 
whose means the real culprit may be 
traced,"" 

Conscious innocence, as far as related to 
actual robbery, had hitherto supported the 
prisoners, and given them a degree of 
courage, which now wholly failed. The 
rich contents of the purse rushed upon the 
memory of Hannah Stokes, ^-^ restitution 
was entirely out of the question, — and to 
give up a comparatively empty purse 
would by no means satisfy the ends of jus- 
tice, even after the most candid confession 
of the means by which she became posses- 
sed of the property, now proved to belong 
to Lady Milford. 

Refleccions, bearing on this point, kept 
the accuised party silent, after the jeweller 
had finished his narrative; their eyes like- 
wise fell under the scrutinizing observation 
of Mr. G f who, after a pause> asked 
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Mrs. Stokes, *^ How long; she had b^en 
acquai^ited with, the robber?". : > 

The mortification of siiche a supposed 
iftlnmacy. restored, in some degree^ her na- 
tural, confidence, and aroused: the prid^ 
^wbic^ Sihaniel^ad. momentarily exting^^isht 
I5d. ;'Cassfcin.g'4 fierce glauce at h^r intfltr 
rog^tor, $h€ replied, ^' I ha^ye po m!prQ>ac^ 
quaintance with rojbb^rs than yoi^'self, nor 
indeed half so much. My friends are peo* 
pje pf- rank and fashion, and would $corn 
an intimacy with those, who now presuo^e tp 
question me. ^nd. doubt my respectability •'' 

The Misses Gaskell derived cgurage 
from their aunt's confidence,, and, looking 
^with. contempt jtoiwards the bencl^^ "the 
eldest added, '^ Though strangers in Lon- 
don, I have heard ^y papa talk oi tf^ading 
justices) but, if you think to makeajftra- 
ny of Mj, Squire Gaskjfl and Major Stokes 
, will shew yquthp difference." ^ 

I .. /'/ X?,«.r„ : s<»4)join?d Graces " my, . p^pa 
and uncle have money enough to buy-yoja 
all; and can support their families y^thout 
tradtr or any thing tha.t l^^lpnga. to j>.?. 

s3 



The wbrthy ittdgistrate, \<^ithout ndticing 
either their igixotmteot ill-^bfeedrng^ragartl 
iiddredsed Mi^* Stdkes- . .' ^ 

*^ If yen are unaoquaitoted with tlie 
liig^hwayinan Kfho robbed Lady Milfoni^ 
by what itieafid did you acquire the purse, 
Mgi and brooieb, Mn Bright s&w m 
yours and your cotnpaikidii$ po^sesdob ?" 

•< We exchan^fed thebt/' 

••Withifhofh*^ 

♦'I nev«* sair tb^ person either before 6t 
^Itfce.'' 

«^Wa8 it i ftiaii ct A wottan?" 

•^Aman/' 

*^ And what did you give in exchaiifijfc^ 

•* A partcj ring, and brooeb, of niy 

*»' Weie they of tqiiil yfelue ?*' 

*' Y— es— I supjiose so.** 

" Your mailtier Untradlcts your wordlT; 
but we shall wave that ahd come to yoiir 
itiotive for the exchange. IWTiat Wai your 
oKjetft?'' 

"NTohe.*' . : = 
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^^ Force. I wm robbed of nfty on^ft v»» 
li&ables by a^ highwaytnatii who was sooq 
after seised, being daogerausly wounded 
b{y a fall ; and I suppose be gave me Others 
by mistake.'' 

** Where did this happen P" 

" Within a mile of Balb." 

'' What were the Contenta of Lady Mil- 
ford's purse ?*' 

** I do not recollect exactly^ There were 
a few Bank notes and some gold." 

*^ But not more in value than yo«i^ Owa 
purse contained ?' 

^^ I think about the satne^" 

** You doubtless kbOw how niuoh money 
was in your own ?'* 

" Not cprreetly*" 

" To a few pounds, perhaps ?" 

** There might be a hundred pounds, 
more or les?*" . , 

^^ And aboat.the same sum in Lady Mil- 
ford's?' 

" Yes." : 

'• That being th» case, you wisely xu)n- 
sidered that exchange was no robbery ; 
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and that, baviog bst youf 6wn pFopeHj, 
you had an undoubted right^)ver that of 
Lady Milford P"* 

** I considered mysdf ji^Btified in retain* 
ing what I certainly received as my own ; 
particularly as the real proprietor was never 
likely to be benefitted by my forbearance.*' 

*' Then you acknowledge that rdiuquish- 
ing her Ladyship's purse, in favour of your 
own would have been an act of /or6ear- 
ancef" 

*' I made use of the word, without at^ 
taching any meaning to it." 

^* Was the highwayman upon the spot -- 
^when you discovered his mistake ?" 

** I do not know, — ^I believe he was.** 

'* And had the strange property been of 
inferior value, in all probability you would 
have sought restitution of your own ?" 

*^ Restitution of any kind seemed so im* 
probable, that, having recovered samethingf 
I was not over nice in considering what.** 

" In short) you were perfectly satisfied 
with the exchange. Wherie are the artictes 
in question ?'* * 
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' » " The purse I have about me, the ring 
and. brooch I presented to these young 
ladies, my nieces/' The purse waainstantly 
produced/ and sworn to by the jeweller; 
4;b& other articles, a » cons table ^ent to their 
Iddgings in quest of; meanwhile Mr. Bright 
^whispered the magistrate; and; left the court 
.The ladies being considerately' accomifto»> 
dated with, chairs, other examinations fbl* 
lowed, until the return of Adkins and. the 
Jeweller, .when the latter also swore to the 
ring and brooch, and likewise dwelt upon 
their value ; but added, . ^/ he had been 
withi the Countess^ who declined appearing 
against the prisoners, provided ihefvkeie 
of the pfQpfcrty.^was returned." He then 
again said something in a low voice to the 
tnagistrate. :' u * 

; Mrs. Stokes, who had been greatly 
alarmed at .the-, perfi^t intelligence appa- 
rently subsisting, bejbween her judge and 
accuser, brightened up at the latter's dei- 
claration ; and having tendered a hundred 
pounds, ~the atteged contents, of the purset, 
— ;begged leave to netire. But the ma^lsr 
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tfate Hitemi|ited ber^ to know if 9h6 h^d 
any proof to produce of the veracitj^ of 
her «ory? "For," contioaed he, ** wc 
are not aocuatomed to acquit prisonen 
up6n their own testimony ; were we to do 
ib^ our i&ttingf upon this bench would' U 
itseless, bcdiiuse the sloist notorious ciuhi^ 
nal who ever appeared at the bar woiild 
make out a story as probable as yous. 
Add though! Lady MHford is dmpoB«d to 
shew mercy, we mui^t do jMtiot. Wbe/e 
are your i^itnesses ?" 

•' I have tione/* 

^' Was n^ bne present At thd t^utoc- 
tidti ?" 

" N'umbers. But no one knew of the 
e^tcbange ?* 

*^ Then we must, however u&willing^ re- 
niand you for further examination. Mean 
time, you will do well to setid to the place 
where thii^ istrange affisir happened. If the 
highwayman was, at you say, dangerously 
wounded, he probably remained upon the 
jipot some tibte, andy in that ^ase, mtgiu; 
say Of dd sokhething that may lead to dis- 
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covery or suspidon. A$ tb yont rCictes, 
they seem to have been more unfortunate 
tHftn guilty, and are at liberty to depart/' 

'Mr- Bright repeated his whisper td tht 
lAft^sttate, who continued, '^ Is this all 
tti^ money that remain^ of the sum ^Dund 
iHt Liddy Miift>td's purse ?^ 

*if There are tw^ flfiky pound notes.** 
^^ ^hat is n6t an answer to my c[uestid]i." 
« * Bieitoains ! A hundred pounds was all 
the piirse contained." 
" You are WW of that?^ 
" Ccrtakly.*' 

** And was the snm in one note, two 
fifties^ or gold and snIaU bills ?'' 
:'' Gold and small bills' 
** Your recollection seems to be good as 
far as you find it convenient; let it expand 
a little for my benefit*'^ 

** You are mjJsWrkdis/' 
*: ^^ Then I wiUcotnlrto the poiritatonbe. 
What have you' done wttll the five hundred 
pound B&tik of England npi^ whtdh i4y 
!^ug iu' oiiiei end of the pause ?'^ 
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, ^ And must be. made gofwl before yon 
arc liberated, even tbougli the story you 
have so plausibly told acquit .you. of tKe 
greater guilt." i ' : » » 1 1 

i...To be interesting is no bad substitute 
fodii being innocent ! So thought Mrs, 
Stokes. She had frequently fouitd ft.fainA* 
ing fit effectual, when, words were wantrDg; 
M^tb.heri .credulous good-natured husbstnd 
itv.as wonderfully succe^ssful, and .i£ jus- 
tice was unfortunately, proof against fcsmale 
imbecility, it would, at least, afford time 
for recollection, and that .was a ^point 
gatn^4<iiNo sooner^ therefore, had the last 
words issued from the worthy magistrate's 
lips than she dropped into her.>chaH'^ and, 
,in an altitude by no means divested of 
gmce,.. appeared in a sitaation the best caV 
culated to awaken feelings of compassion^* 
Her nieces, new to this deliberate mode 
.of: attack^ screemed aloud, and accused 
ijthe monsters of killing their dear aui^t. 
vM ibia critical moment, two watchmen ar- 
rived, condiiding an officer, who bad bc^ 
in custody since the l&s^, eveniogt finr bra- 
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tally insulting an unprotected female. This 
last comer drew the general attention from 
Mrs. Stokes, who, left exclusively to the 
care of her relations, found it convenient 
to recover, but with much affected languor^., 
still kept possession of her chair, and con- 
tinued to inhale aromatic vinegar from a 

superb gold box. At length Mr. G 

perceiving her sufficiently revived, requested 
there might be some further delay, as there; 
was an unusual press of business thftt rnorn^^ 
mg. Mrs. Stokes received this as a hintt^ 
rise, wfeich she uawillingly obeyed ; when 
the first object which saluted the eyeisof 
(he trio was the newly arrived officer, ia' 
all that fikhy disorder which a night ^pent 
in the watch-house naturally produces* 
The observation wa^s returned on his part». 
but the feeling? of each were widely i^ifr 
ferent. Conscious shame covered ;the fen 
4nales with confusion ; whilst the diminu^ 
tjve military hero, with ail the vulgariea^^ 
of underbred assurance, bawled out, *' Whafe 
Priss, Grace, and Aunt Stokes I who wouH 
hare thought of meeting you io liQ^d^tjei 
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ttfUdh l69d in Bow-street ? Ydu feave 
nibbed, I sii^bse, of aome sixpenny tna^ 
te*, and are eomt before his wori^bip fot 
redress ; but I am glad to find you here at 
an events, for you can speak to iny eha- 
raeter and connections, and nobody else 
knows any thing about me." 

Thfs utiexpected harangue, — 'this in- 
fringement on propriety, -^ so astonished 
th^jnstice^ tbae, f^rfrom ifit^rni]^ing, be 
rdWatHedsilMt, after Ensign Gaskell bad 
ftftiihed hb fratetnaV address. The sile^K^ 
wa»9 hovretet, of short ddrMioi^ ibr, tt^ 
Uttmg ^11 h$s ^magisterial dfgnity, hi tt' 
buk^ the i^i^my offender; ai^d, hii*fii»gfo 
Mrs. Stokes, repeaited bis ^u^stioifi respect^ 
]«g the B^nk nOtd ? Biit she positively dtf- 
nkd all knowledge of it, and supposed th^ 
b1gh\(^ayman must have rertioved it, pfevi- 
otii td the pui'se b*ing in her possessiob* 
Hofwevfcr different thifc ^Vorthy magtStratc'ai 
opinion^ h^ crbbse^ far the present, to sup* 
pfiB^ ;< and, after discharging the iJisters, 
S|#s.Wtokes wis given ittto custody, to he 
fofthH^oihifog bti at future day. Her ntge 



a&d teaentmttii, wh^li hhe f^tiitd a p^isofl 
wSs to be h€^ portion, exceeded krt bbutfiif s ; 
ISifer ftrm'di tiirea^ts were teiteraf ed,- airi 
Maj6r Stbkta's v6ngeatirie pronounced updfl 
all those whb had dahibined t6 husult h\4 
Liidy. ^ Mr. G-f-^-^ had previously ofFefed 
to accept goad arid sufficient bail, but, utx- 
fbrtunafely for Mrs. Stokes, her connec- 
<l6ns, Jh'the.vas* metropolis, did not afford 
one solitai'y individtiaf Whosfe I'esponsiDrlity 
W4A' acl«iu«ie ttt the ot-casion. Brierfy, h^ 
lSi*ryft-;: :feiir<H^,' and' fcoriifcknte, Wisi^ 
stfrit 6W hei* dwiiespecM business} attid fiid 
•was the only housekeeper htt evil gettltri 
Ift^ fed ftci* to rtialte acq(6aintancb ^'^h. 
Slife'had rtietidd^ned her liephew, Captathj 
Qkskd), ai shti chds6 to designate hHfi,' 
fctit the justice de^Htieti his bail; tm^ 
^Vit^ving, th|^i ** pfobibly he nlight hirii- 
§eTf want th(i sating favour ironi others, slfe 
S^e* wHlin^ tb imjybie liptiti hirii itt ht!^ 
owft case.'* '• '•■ ■ ■ ■ •' ■ '''''.', 
' 'Waltei^s 8Ur|iriise, wheli l^ found the reil 
sttuatroin 6f h\i aidttt dnd sisters,, may hk 
easily Miagined ; but if Ms astontsHirietit 
iliitaJxed with feelmg. Encipt where self 
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wa$ cjoncejtned) his sensibility was worse 
than negaiwe; the misfortunes of tnQst 
people were to him positioe enjoyments, nor 
4id he make . any exception in favour of 
propinquity* ; Ties of blood, where interest 
bore np sway, Avere, perhaps, less binding 
than those formed by an accidental de<» 
bauch, or an occasional meeting at the 
gaming table,. With such opinions^* and 
those strengthened by the unamiahle man-< 
niers of his sisters, no wonder he felt little 
pain at seeing them in the character of de-* 
fendants, in a transaction not only dia« 
graceful bwt criminal . 

< Hi3 aunt's situation was much noore in* 
t^resting, for she sustained a rank in lifa 
highly respectable in the eyes, of our young 
spldier;. apjd had, besides, the command 
of what appeared to him the first hlessi^ 
ijtt life, — nooney. Therefpre^ . to lay her ws 
der obligation by giving .jitail.iv^uld have 
been a gratification, had the magi^ti^atQ 
found him competent. That not being the 
pase, she retired, j^ccpmpanied by her fo^ 
mer guardian, ,to a jplace of security. 

Mr. Strictland,'who had witnefsed the 
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fiprmer scene, determined to remain during 
the Ensign's examination/ that he might 
fully instruct Lady Ann in the fate of those 
Cor whom he knew she felt an interest, on 
4heir worthy father's account. A decent 
.pretty looking young woman was the 
.plaintiff in this action, and made out such 
a case of "lyanton brutality, to which the 
Xni^ign could only plead intoxication, that 
a few minutes settled it to the satisfaction 
.of the court, and ht was likewise commit- 
ted to prison, until the sum of fifty pounds 
-were paid to . the injured party* 

Lady Ann highly valued her worthy 
neighbour, and was proportionably grieved 
at the situation of his imprudent daugh- 
:jters» To write a faithful account of it was 
fthe first suggestion^ but a thorough know- 
ledge of his. character, seemed to point out 
^ more cautious mode of proceeding* Ac- 
cordingly, Mr. Strictland, by her Lady- 
ship's desire, wrote to request his immedi- 
ate presence in London, on business of some 
io;fportance. Meanwhile, the highwayman, 
who arrived the preceding evening, was 
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jsuiHOiooed to an audience {aad, pnparedas 
Lady Ajiu was to receive him, there wis 
aometfaing io his oountenasce and figure 
io pre-poasesiingy •-^ the foi-mer reo^eted 
inore iatereatifig by remaiQing ianguor^*^ 
tfeat ah€ could iil coaceal tlie surprise his 
apf^arance first occasioned. His f>erson was 
tali and finely formed ; his address easy,— 
idiowing for a s^ligfat djegree of embarns^ 
fiient, ike result of «hame at his f(»nner 
rencontre with her Ladyship, — and his 
voice tuned* to harmony. After he bad, 
with downcast looks, satisfied her Lady- 
ship on the state of his health, and poured 
iforth gratefur acknotviedgements ior her 
unparralleled generos^ky td a stranger, ua- 
der such unfavourable circumstaiice, he 
drew forth the merucco puj^, so often 
reverted to, and presehtin« it, assured his 
benefactress be was a stranger to its coo- 
t^rts, and Hdped means jnight be takea to 
re^t^re it to ^ rightful owner. 

Mn Strictlaiid gathered enough of the 
ffeal (yw^d <5haraictl6kr, d^uring her exft- 
mina4i>^>' ^ malk<e hi^ Sttispicious of her 
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veracity, and consequently^ curious cgn- 
cerning the contents of the purse. That 
she should retain a strange one in prefer- 
ence to her own, unless more valuably 
filled, — when the recovery of the latter was 
so obviously in her power, — appeared an 
act of super- errogation, he by no means 
gave her credit for. To ascertain the exact 
degree, of merit due to such a proceeding, 
he displayed gold and notes to the aifiount 
of a hundred and thirty -three pounds, — 
considerably more than Mrs. Stokes allowed 
in her confession,— wiich fuHy explained 
her motives of action, of which the five 
hundred pound bill was the grand mover* 
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